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A ‘lees Sunday-school ought to bea saint one,— 
and it can be; but it is great deal more important 
that a small Sunday-school should be a good one,— 
and it can be. Large Sunday-schools are at the 
best exceptional. Small Sunday-schools have most 
scholars in them,—the country through. It is in 
them that the chief work must be done for the chil- 
dren and youth of America. The small Sunday- 
school is the post of real honor. 

So far as we can see, the new fac-simile series of 
Oxford Bibles for Sunday-school teachers is, all 
things considered, better suited to the wants of the 
Sunday-school teacher than any other series yet 
offered to the public. In typography, paper, bind- 
ing, varied, and excellent helps to study, these Bibles 
are with the very foremost ; and their range of styles 
and prices gives a choice to all. We feel that we do 
our readers a real favor by calling attention to the 
facilities of Messrs. T. Nelson and Sons, 52 Bleecker 
Street, New York, in the supply of these Bibles. 


In a mention of The American Sunday-school 
Union, The Congregationalist speaks of “the defalca- 
tion,” in 1857, “of one of the secretaries, F. W. 
Packard.” ‘This is an inadvertent confusion of the 
two names, F. W. Porter and F. A. Packard. Mr. 
Porter was the defaulter. Dr. Packard was a man 
of remarkable ability and integrity, who perhaps did 





more thse 4 any other one man to shape the policy of 
the American Sunday-school Union, and indeed of 
the American Sunday-school system. He remained 
in his position as corresponding secretary and editor 
of the publications of the Union to the close of his 
life, and with reputation unstained to the last. 


What you say next Sunday in your desk as super- 
intendent, or in your class as teacher, is likely to 
impress some hearer for the first time with the truth 
you declare ; that is if you declare any truth ; and if 
you do not you are out of place in either sphere. 
Because what you say is not entirely new to yourself, 
do not forget that it may be utterly new to some of 
your hearers. This thought that each utterance of 
yours in the Sunday-school impresses anew some 
scholar who hears you ought to add to your sense of 
responsibility as you speak, and of your dependence 
on the Holy Spirit to make your words effective for 
lasting good to those thus impressed by them. 


If we only knew just when to let go, how much 
easier our work would be! How many sermons are 
spoiled, how many pleasant social calls are ruined, 
how much personal influence is wasted, because we 
hold on just a little too long, and so permit blessings 
to degenerate into bores. On the other hand, it 
appalls one to think of the opportunities he has 
abandoned, and the toil he has thrown aside, just 
because he did not wait one minute longer, and so 
get the benefit that was all ready to drop into his 
hands. When the time for letting go bas come, do 
not permit a thousand attractions to retain your hold 
an instant. But if it is your duty to keep on doing 


just what you are doing, turn not aside though the 


whole world call you away. Try to find the exact 
point that lies between too much and too little. 

The time of summer thunder-storms is again at 
hand. This year, as always, one set of beholders 
will rush to the door or window in a lofty mood of 
pleasure, regretting only that they cannot stand on 
the mountain-top and be in the midst of the grand 
battle of the elements. Another set, as always, will 
carefully shut the doors and windows, and seek, in 
the middle of the safest room in the house, to banish 
the terrors of the storm without. There will be some 


cowardly souls amongst the first, and some brave | “ 


souls among the second ; for physical boldness is by 


»|mO means synonymous with moral bravery. Be 


courageous in body and soul if you can, but never 
forget that the two lie on widely separated planes. 
The best use that can be made of physical courage is 
that of a type and a pattern for something higher. 


There is a close connection between sound rules of 
art and sound rules of ethics. The general artistic 
principles that goto make a man a good designer, or 
sculptor, or architect, or musical composer, must be 
prototypes of those grander and nobler and more 
general principles of conduct that underlie all right 
living. The eminent engraver on wood, Mr. W. J. 
Linton, has lately written down, for the benefit of 
younger members of his profession, a few general 
hints which have an application to a far wider 
audience than that for whi-h th: w-ro designed. 
Here are some of them : “ The duty laid upon every 
artist is to be true to his perceptions; there is no 
other ladder that can reach to greatness.” “ Indis- 





tinctness is not tone.” ‘“ Do not disdain delicacy, 
however difficult of attainment, but do not prefer it 
before force. Combine the two when that can be done 
with propriety.” “ Prefer essentials to non-essentiale.” 
“ Artifice is not art.” We have chosen these few 
sentences to illustrate the truth that every artist must 
be an honest worker, and that every man who is 
striving to better his own character or that of others 
must remember that his work is in a real sense the 
work of an artist, and is therefore to be carried for- 
ward with artistic discrimination and care. 


“ Godliness is profitable unto all things.” And if 
one wants to know the market value of piety and 
principle let him look over the advertising pages of 
almost any of the London religious weeklies. They 
are as picturesque and specific as a spiritual Harper's 
Bazar, with a diagram pattern supplement. Here, 
for example: “ Will any lady recommend a superior 
high-principled nurse (Church of England, a pious 
woman ), for a baby a year old, and a little girl nine 
years old? Wages, £30; beer money; and all 
found.” Query: Is the beer bill supposed to be 
larger or smaller because of the high principles and 
piety sought for? Again: “A good plain cook 
wanted, aged about thirty-three, very clean and 
punctual. Must be earnest Christian (unsectarian 
preferred), early riser, and total abstainer.” The 
question might be raised there, whether the Church 
of England is a “ sect ;”’ and whether attachment to 
it would neutralize the virtues of cleanliness, punc- 
tuality, early rising, total abstinence, exact age, and 
good cooking. And here is another suggestive 
requirement: “A house and parlor maid wanted 
(strong and active), who will take an interest in 
Christian work without neglecting her special duties.” 
There is the sort of person we want—at home and in 
church ; a combination of Mary and Martha; with 
the activity of Mrs. Jellaby in missionary enter- 
prises, and the home devotion of Cornelia. It isa 
good thing to have a high ideal. But, as the thiev- 
ing servant girl said, “ You mustn’t expect to get all 
the cardinal virtues for three dollars a week.” 





THE WORTH OF THE ROMANTIC AND IDEAL, 


There is a popular readiness to sneer at the 
romantic ” element in life and thought, in contrast 
with the purely “ practical ;” and to uplift the pro- 
saic real in the world, as every way superior to the 
ideal. Young people are commonly supposed to be 
sensible and efficient in proportion as they discard 
the romantic and ignore the ideal. But popular 
opinions are not always wise ones; nor are common 
impressions necessarily correct. What is meant by 
the romantic? What is meant by the ideal? It is 
important to be clear on this point to begin with. 
The word “ romance” had original application, as 
Percy tells us, to the tongue in which were written 
the songs of chivalry of the days of Arthur and 
Charlemagne ; and “ romantic” came not unnaturally 
to include “the style of the Christian and popular 
literature of the middle ages, as opposed to the 
classical antique.” According to Hallam, “upon 
these three columns—chivalry, gallantry, and re- 
ligion,—repose the fictions of the middle ages, 
especially those known as romances.” And now, as 
Ruskin says, “the real and proper use of the word 
romantic is simply to characterize an 4mprobable or 
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unaccustomed degree of beauty, sublimity, or virtue. 
. . . Even in fiction, the opponents of virtue, in order 
to be romantic, must have sublimity mingled with 
their vice. . . . So then observe, this feeling which you 
are accustomed to despise,—this secret and poetical 
enthusiasm in all your hearts, which, as practical men, 
you try to restrain,—is indeed one of the holiest 
parts of your being. It is the instinctive delight in 
and admiration for sublimity, beauty, and virtue, 
unusually manifested. And so far from being a dan- 
gerous guide it is the truest part of your being.” 
Ruskin quotes Young as referring to scoffing men of 
the world 
Who think nought so strong of the romance, 
So rank knight-errant as a real friend ; 

And he adds truly: “True friendship is romantic to 
the men of the world; true affection is romantic; 
true religion is romantic.” And again Addison de- 
clares, that “zeal for the good of one’s country” is by 
some men “represented as chimerical and romantic.” 
But if beauty and virtue and sublimity in an 
unusual degree are romantic; if chivalry, gallantry, 
friendship, affection, patriotism, and religion, when 
in fullest and freest exhibition, must be counted in 
the realm of romance,—is there not a gain in giving 
a large place in our minds to the romantic? and is 
it not a pity that any should deliberately shut them- 
selves out from the attractions and the inspirations 
of the sphere of romance? 

And what is the “ideal”? The ideal is defined 
by Webster as “a conception proposed by the mind 
for imitation, realization, or attainment; a standard 
or model of perfection or duty.” There is nothing 


>in that, surely, to be dreaded, if only the conception 


is rightly shaped; if the ideal is sufficiently pure 
and noble. “Perfection is an idea; humanity in all 
its perfection is an ideal.” “The ideal,” says Flem- 
ing, “is to be attained [that is, it is to be conceived] 
by selecting and assembling in one whole the beauties 
and perfections which are usually seen in different 
individuals, excluding everything defective or un- 
seemly, so as to form a type or model of the species.” 
He who has no high ideal, no conception of that 
which is better than he has seen, has no striving for 
that which is above sight and sense; no up-reaching 
toward the ever-to-be-desired, yet never-to-be-attained. 
He is satisfied with things as they are; “willing to 
let well enough alone.” It is the man of sentiment, 
of aspiration, of ennobling ideals far beyond the real 
and practical of every-day life, who is continually 
striving to make progress, and to compass the im- 
possible ; and who is surest to carry others with him 
onward and upward. Such a man will never remain 
contentedly on a lower plane of thought or action ; 
never rest satisfied with the matter-of-fact and com- 
mon-place in life. 

The romantic ideals of heroism and chivalry and 
purity, and true gallantry, have ever been more 
attractive to the higher order of mind than to the 
lower. And that which has given immortality to 
the knights and heroes of old has been their best 
qualities, not their poorest. Even if we cannot 
agree with Carlyle that “hero-worship” is “the 
summary, ultimate essence and supreme practical 
perfection of all manner of ‘worship, and true 
worships and noblenesses whatsoever ;” that “ hero- 
worship, done differently in every different epoch of 
the world, is the soul of all social business among 


. men; that the doing of it well, or the doing of it ill, 


measures accurately what degree of well-being or of 
ill-being there is in the world’s affairs,’—we must 
admit that there has been a practical uplifting of the 
world’s standard of manhood and of womanhood 
through the recognition and invited imitation of the 
sublimer characteristics of the romantic ideals of 
Achilles, and Ulysses, and Leander, and Lucretia, 
and Joan of Arc, and Sir Philip Sydney, and Wil- 
liam Tell, and Pocahontas, aside entirely from any 
question of the literal exactness of the stories of 
these ideal characters which have come down to us 
from the ages. 


What are all the legends of the saints and martyrs 








of the Christian church, but an illustration of the 
influence of a romantic ideal in shaping the religious 
character? As Froude puts it: “The histories of the 
saints are written as ideals of a Christian life. . . 
The religious mind of the Catholic world threw them 
out as its form of hero-worship, as the heroic patterns 
of a form of human life which each Christian within 
his own limits was endeavoring to realize. . . 
Lancelot and Tristram were equally true to the 
spirit of chivalry; and Patrick on the mountain and 
Anthony in the desert are equal models of patient 
austerity.” “Wherever church was founded, or soil 
was consecraied for the long resting-place of those 
who died in the faith; wherever the sweet bells of 
convent or of monastery were heard in the evening 
air, charming the unquiet world to rest and remem- 
brance of God, there dwelt the memory of some 
apostle who had laid the first stone, there was the 
sepulchre of some martyr whose relics reposed be- 
neath the altar, of some confessor who had suffered 
there for his Master’s sake, of some holy ascetic who 
in self-chosen austerity had woven a ladder there of 
prayer and penance, on which the angels of God 
were believed to have ascended and descended. It 
is not a phenomenon of an age or of a century ; it is 
characteristic of the history of Christianity.” And 
the power of these legendary lives was felt by all 
who recognized in them a worthy ideal. “The boy 
at school in the monastery, the young monk dis- 
ciplining himself as yet with difficulty under the 
austerities to which he had devoted himself, the old 
one halting on toward the close of his pilgrimage,— 
all of them‘had before their eyes in the legend of 
the patron saint, a personal realization of all that 
they were trying after; leading them on, beckoning 
to them, and pointing, as they stumbled among their 
difficulties, to the marks which his own footsteps had 
left as he had trod that hard path before them.” Of 
the influence of those who became martyrs for Christ, 
Canon Farrar has said, in his admirable lectures on 
Saintly Workers, “ Men become better and greater 
from gazing at their example; more ready to do and 
dare; more willing to lift their eyes out of the mire 
of selfishness and the dust of anxiety and toil; more 
brave to try whether they too cannot ‘scale the 
toppling crags of duty,’ and hold converse with these 
their loftier brethren upon 
. . . Shining tablelands 
To which our God himself is moon and sun. 

Through the darknesses and disappointments of life, 
amid the wars and miseries of history, these high 
examples glide ever before us like a pillar of fire. 
And this their power of example by death becomes a 
power of influence in life.” Or as Lange epitomizes 
it, “ The heroic seif-sacrifice of one single man may 
not only rally a whole wavering host, but may even 
flash like lightning through the centuries, and kindle 
in a whole nation a flame of holy enthusiasm.” 

We all know that the imagination is far more 
active in childhood than in maturer life; that the 
child lives more in the realm of the ideal than of 
the real. It may well be doubted if we do not lose 
rather than gain as we grow older by substituting 
the prosaic practical, in our life and thought, for the 
poetic romance of childhood. This is the thought of 
Wordsworth when he says: 

Heaven lies about us in our infancy! 
Shades of the prison-house begin to close 
Upon the growing boy; 
But he beholds the light, and whence it flows, 
He sees it in his joy; 
The youth, who daily farther from the east 
Must travel, still is Nature’s priest, 
And by the vision splendid 
Is on his way attended ; 
At length the man perceives it die away, 
And fade into the light of common day. 

There are lessons learned from the fairy tales of 
childhood. as well as from the tales of chivalry, which 
ought not to be lost sight of in an estimate of the 
impressing and inspiring power of the influences or 
our earlier life. DeQuincey, in writing of the greater 
value of what he calls the “power literature ”— 











which represents the ideal, over the “ knowledge 
literature—which deals with the real,” says: “The 
directions in which the tragedy of this planet has 


.| trained our human feelings to play, and the com- 


binations into which the poetry of this planet has 
thrown our human passions of love and hatred, of 
admiration and contempt, exercise a power bad or 


. | good over human life that cannot be contemplated, 


when stretching through many generations, without 
a sentiment allied to awe. And of this let every one 
be assured,—that he owes more to the impassioned 
books which he has read, many a thousand more of 
emotions than he can consciously trace back to them.” 
And in suggesting that the sincerest and noblest 
tributes of praise to true womanhood are honest 
tributes to her ideal character, and not false flatteries, 
DeQuincey says: “ Thou, therefore, daughter of God 
and man—all-potent woman! reverence thy own ideal ; 
and in the wildest of the homage which is paid to 
thee, as also in the most real aspects of thy wide 
dominion, read no trophy of idle vanity, but a silent 
indication of the possible grandeur in thy nature ; 
which realize to the extent of thy power,— 
And show us how divine a thing 
A woman may become.” 

The value of the romantic and the ideal—in the 
best and truest sense of those terms—is shown in the 
higher spiritual life as surely as in the spheres of 
personal courage and gallantry and patriotism. The 
patience of Job, the faith of Abraham, the courage 
of David, the devotion of Daniel, were ideals to 
the followers of Jesus in the days of the early church. 
And what is the character of Jesus to us all, if it 
be not the loftiest of ideals in its “assembling in 
one whole the beauties and perfections which are 
usually seen [or supposed] in different individuals, 
excluding everything defective or unseemly, so as 
to form a type or model of the species”? It is 
declared of Moses in the hour of his chiefest 
trial, that “ he endured, as seeing him who is invis- 
ible.” Paul tells us, that “we are saved by hope: 
but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man 
seeth, why doth he yet hope for?” In other words, it . 
is the ideal, the romantic, the unseen but imagined 
real, that is before us in hope; that is our salvation 
through Christ.” 

The ideal is more real than the actual. The 
romantic is more practical than the matter-of-fact. 
What we may have in and through our imaginations 
—opened and directed by the Holy Spirit—is better 
than anythisig we can have through the senses. As 
God’s dear children, as followers of Jesus, “ we walk 
by faith, not by sight.” “ As it is written, Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that lovehim. But God hath revealed 
them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth 
all things, yea, the deep things of God.” 


THE MONOTONY OF LIFE. 


The most enthusiastic and the most stolid tempera- 
ments are alike subject to an occasional strong feel- 
ing that the monotony of life, the doing of the same 
things over and over again, is a burden scarcely to 
be borne. The more the mind dwells upon this 
monotony, the less fitted it becomes to consider it to 
advantage. Behind and before stretch the days and 
years, in seemingly endless progression; and at 
length the tired soul is ready to give up in despair, 
and think, in a vague way, only of some long oblivious 
rest under the green grass at the foot of the hill. 

This surely is not a Christian frame of mind. 
Despair is called by the Catholics one of the six sins 
against the Holy Ghost, and certainly any thought- 
ful Protestant will be equally emphatic in banishing 
it from the neighborhood of the spiritual graces. 
“T know all that,” exclaims the weary toiler, “ but I 
am so tired ; and the end seems all the while farther 
and farther away.” The jaded minister baptizes, 
exhorts, marries, and buries his flock, year by year; 
the doctor seeks to cure maladies that exactly repro- 
duce themselves in generation after generation; the 
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lawyer sees the son pursuing the phantom of justice 
that eluded the father; the teacher seeks to stay 
each hurrying procession of children long enough to 
offer it the same little store of knowledge ; the jour- 
nalist writes his endless petty news item, or spends his 
best thought on an editorial to be forgotten in an hour ; 
the business man buys and sells only to buy and sell 
again, thankful if he win his living year by year; 
the farmer sows, and reaps, and tills the familiar 
soil until he sleeps beneath it; the weary woman, 
with more exacting labors and fewer consolations 
than all the rest, goes struggling on, caring for 
the ceaseless wants of her home, and trying to pay 
some attention to mind and soul in a world where 
great hungry bodies seem striving to monopolize 
everything. Such is the picture that presents itself 
to the complainer, and which even the stoutest heart 
cannot always banish. 

The first point to be considered with reference to 
life’s monotonousness, is that, so far as it does really 
exist, we cannot avoid it. It is inevitable, and it is 
the work of the good God who made and orders 
everything. But our reception of it, our endurance 
of its laws, are things which are our own doings, not 
God’s. If we look sharply enough, we shall see that 
every moment of time is a thing with which in itself 
we have absolutely nothing to do, but with the em- 
ployment of which we have a great deal to do. Not 
even absolute rebellion against God can change the 
state of things, but the least little endeavor toward the 
right can bless and beautify it, even if it is all wrong. 
Grumbling, therefore, does no good and much mis- 
chief, even from the materialistic standpoint. 

But the calm, philosophic mind, and much more 
the Christian soul, may easily see that monotony and 
change are combined, in this world of ours, in an 
exquisite and superhuman fashion. If a more 
stringent reign of natural law would be unendurable, 
apy less universal sway would be the merest anarchy. 
If life were but a kaleidoscopic picture, its sum total 
would really be indistinguishable from death itself. 
The very conditions of existence and growth, in all 
the physical, mental, and spiritual states of which 
we know anything, are conditioned upon some sort of 
stability and endurance. Upon this firm basis of 
immutability and iteration is placed a superstructure 
of ever-changing beauty. Seasons and surroundings 
are, in a sense, always new, and each moment is 
something never enjoyed before, and never to be 
utilized again. Just here, in the conquering of the 
individual moment, lies the unfailing remedy against 
any suffering on the score of life’s monotony. God 
holds us responsible for no more than a single 
instant at a time. Now is the thing he demands: 
not yesterday or to-morrow, but always now. The 
accepted time is now. If we do just what God asks us 
to do, whether it be to accept him first or to serve 
him afterwards, we cannot help being happy. If we 
do not, nothing can give us joy. “ What shall I do 
now?” asks the child of his mother. ‘“ What shall 
I do now?” is the question for the child of God to ask 
of his Maker. If he asks it, learns it, does it, he 
will never be worried about the monotony of life. 

And so minutes and days and years bring the 
changes soon enough, and growth appears full 
quickly. House, home, family, friends, pass away, 
and even one’s own personality gradually becomes a 
new thing. Constant change is what comes of all 
the slow, unvarying minutes; and looking back 
through the years, one sees the unlooked-for altera- 
tions in character and surroundings that have come 
while monotony seemed still to nod in the same old 
chair. He who improves the time in contentment 
and godly fear, grows imperceptibly into a sweet life 
of trust and strength and joy; he who does nothing 
now because he did the same thing yesterday, finds 
each new demand harder to meet, until at length the 
very shadow crushes him who once, it may be, took 
up the substance with a manly heart. God’s work, 


done for God’s sake, is never monotonous, whether |. 


its changes come fast or slow; work done without 
God is never anything but monotonous. Though it 





gain the whole world meanwhile, its beginning, and 
its middle, and fts end, are dust and ashes. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 

Close attention to the verbal structure rather than to 
the general substance of a statement is at times unwire 
and unfair ; but again it is of prime importance. In 
ordinary conversation or correspondence it is not right to 
be scanning too closely the words employed. Whata 
loved and trusted friend says to us, or what we have said 
to that friend, is to be interpreted in the light of our 
friendship. We are not to apply a measuring line to each 
sentence employed, and decide that it overruns or falls 
short of our standard of thought or expectation. But 
when a question arises as to the provisions of a legal docu- 
ment—the requirements of a contract or the obligations 
of a promissory note—we must look well to the phraseol- 
ogy ; we must accept what is written as conclusive. This 
is a truth which must be borne in mind in looking at the 
commandments and promises of the word of God. We 
took occasion recently to refer to the frequency of inaccu- 
rate quotations from the Bible, in prayer or in public 
address ; and now the subject is again before us in this 
note from an Albany correspondent : 

I cannot refrain from asking a few questions, suggested by 
recent “ Notes on Open Letters” in The Sunday School Times, 
Accuracy is a good thing. A correct knowledge of the 
Bible cannot be too earnestly enjoined and sought. But is ver- 
bal accuracy the highest? It seems to me that the tone of your 
correspondent, and also of the comments, tends to foster a hyper- 
criticism of the preacher and the teacher, which, to say the least, 
is unfortunate. Do we possess the true spirit of worship, if we 
unite in the Lord’s Prayer with a disposition to find fault, 
because ‘‘ forgive us our trespasses,”’ etc., forms no part of the 
prayer as recorded by either Matthew or Luke? Which word, 
“debt ” or “ trespass,” conveys better to the modern ear the 
sense of that petition? And why have not the evangelists set 
us the example in quoting our Lord alike and with verbal accu- 
racy (‘‘ exactness ’’), not only in this prayer, but in other cases ? 
Finally, what is the lesson taught by the practice of Scripture 
in quoting itself? does it commend or rebuke the disposition to 
insist on verbal accuracy as of primary importance? which 
seems to be shown on the page of The Times referred to. 

We believe that the words of Scripture have in them- 
selves no power; that the fastening of Bible words in 
the memory without an understanding of their meaning 
is not in itself meritorious. We can conceive that a man 
might be able to recite the Old and New Testaments entire 
with verbal accuracy, and yet be ignorant of the way of 
salvation. We believe that the spirit is more than the 
letter in the sacred text; Yet how can we know thespirit 
of the text unless we know the words of the text? What 
is the value of the Bible in its entirety, if we are to accept 
ap uninspired rendering of its spirit as better than the 
original letter? When a religious teacher tells us what 
he supposes to be the epirit of a particular text, we listen 
to his preaching with more or less interest according to 
our confidence in him; but when he says that God has 
given to us an explicit commandment, or a positive and 
unfailing promise, which is wortby of our careful atten- 
tion, we want him to quote its exact words, that we may 
judge for ourselves whether he is right as to its require- 
ments or provisions. The words in that case are not 
everything ; but God’s words are a great deal more im- 
portant than the preacher’s. “There are men,” said an 
old preacher, “‘ who say they believe in the inspiration of 
the Bible, but not in its verba/ inspiration. Only think 
of it! God sends a written mersage to poor fallen man, 
and gets it all right except the words.” Verbal inaccu- 
racy in quoting Scripture is the basis of much error in 
doctrine and in faith; as is also a slavish adherence. to 
the letter of the text when quoted. The spirit of the text 
is the great thing; but please give us the text in its accu- 
racy before you ask us to jucge of its spirit. It is true 
that the writers of the New Testament gave the substance 
rather than the letter of many an Old Testament passage 
which they quoted. But they were inspired to bring out 
the spirit of the orignal text, hence did not err in their 
attempts at it. The same privilege as theirs ought to be 
conceded to every specially inspired writer or speaker 
nowadays. As to the words “debts” or “ trespasses”’ in 
different forms of the Lord’s Prayer, the one is found in our 
authorized version of the Bible; the other in the Episcopal 
prayer-book. Ifa minister or superintendent wants his 
flock to join with him in this prayer, he ought to know 
which pattern he is to adopt, and adhere to it faithfully. 
If he mixes up the forms in Matthew, Luke, and the 
prayer-book, with a few additions and changes of his 
own, those who would like to be “all with one accord in 
one place ” in that prayer will rather find themselves in 
a hopeless and perplexing jumble. If a man wants to 
extemporize let him extemporize; if he wants to quote 
let him quote. 





THE GATE, 

BY MRS. M. F. BUTTS. 
O strong-barred gate, 

Open to me! 
On the other side 

Such joy I see! 
None ever weary, 

None are crossed ; 
Even the thought 

Of pain is lost. 


I prayed in vain 
Before the gate; 

I watched and wept 
Early and late. 

I watched and wept 
From sun to sun ; 

At last I said: 
““Thy will be done.” 

Said it in truth, 
And turned away 

To do God’s will 
From day to day ; 

“ One farewell look, 
My wish, to thee.” 

Behold, the gate 
Was open to me! 


A SUMMER SUNDAY FOLD FOR SAMMY. 
BY THE REV, EDWARD A. RAND. 


“What a pity I wasn’t born in the country,” Sammy 
may say as he sits on the edge of the city sidewalk, and 
with bare brown feet taps the paving-stones as if he 
thou ght they were piano-keys, and be could get a little 
diverting music out of them. “ What a pity I wasn’t 
born in the country! If I were only a country boy, I 
could have a Sunday-school to ’tend all through the sum- 
mer. Tough on a feller that wants to go to school.” 

He thinks of some country Sammy. He tries to 
imagine some foot-path through the green woods, where 
the fragrant balsam drips from the pines, and the birds 
twitter to one another among the branches. He sees the 
country Sammy pattering along this path, library book 
with lesson paper under his arm. He hears him carol- 
ing back a Sunday-school song to the warblers up in the 
trees. He watches him emerging from the foot-path into 
the broad country road that leads straight to the church 
on the green. There the country Sammy is lost in a 
tangle of bright-eyed, rosy-cheeked boys and girls, and 
his voice is caught up and floats away in a chorus out- 
rivaling the birds. “‘Oh dear!” says the city Sammy, 
“ wish I was a feller in the country!” 

“Teacher,” reflecis Sammy, “said she must go away 
into the country, and couldn’t teach us. Now if I was in 
the country, and should go into a Sunday-school, I might 
find teacher there, for it would be just like her to take a 
class wherever she stops. Don’t I wish I was a country 
boy ! ” ‘ 

But Sammy remembers that not all the teachers have 
gone, and if they go some time, they do not go at the 
same time. He is sure that some are at home, for he saw 
one exhausted male racing for the horse-car to erjoy an 
invigorating Sunday afternoon ride to the sea-shore, and 
in the evening he met a heated female vigorously heading 
for the cooling shadows of the Park. If many should go 
to the country, and the superintendent himself, could 
they not get up a “gin’ral exercise ” with a lot of singing 
and “other fixin’s” thrown in? “Why not keep the 
school open?” asks Sammy, his big black eyes enlarging 
like cherries that have taken a sudden start and con- 
cluded to double their size. “Why not keep open? 
Folks at home would like it.” 

So they would, Sammy. Father and mother don’t 
know what to do with your irrepressible nature on Sun- 
day, with its multitude of questions to be asked, with its 
songs like birds to be uncaged and let out. Sunday- 
school comes as a convenient valve for the escape of all 
this extra, irrepressible steam. ‘And Sammy behaves 
better when he goes to Sunday-school,” say father and 
mother. “It sort of sobers him. Why don’t they keep 
the school open?” 

Yes, why not? Let me in a few words plead fcr the 
boys and girls that won’t get out of the city this summer, 
and would like to have the Sunday-school continued. 

I plead for the lambs that in some churches are to be 
turned astray. I plead that they may have a Sunday 
fold to receive and shelter them. If it be said that many 
of tie officers and teachers will be away, Sammy is right 
in saying that some will be at home; and if the regular 
lesson must be omitted for lack of teachers, there is 
Sammy’s “ gin’ral exercise.” If it be said that running 
a Sunday-school is hard work with all the annual 
“shows” from September to June, let there be less hard 
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driving, fewer shows, another year, that somehow strength 
enough may be saved to crawl through July and August. 
As it is this year, all the water-power that drives the 
wheels has not run off. There is enough left for helpful 
service. 

It is a conspicuous fact that many Sammys stay in town 
every summer, and some of these are children from 
irreligious families, The Sunday-school isthe only pro- 
tecting fold for such children. To turn them loose for 
two or three months is a serious interruption in our 
spiritual work for them. All sorts of bad influences may 
raid upon them. Be assured that there is one person who 
will have a fold for our Sunday-school lambs if astray, 
and that is the devil. He will be in town this summer 
to see that his work is thoroughly done. He will be 
around with his gay shepherd’s crook, and through 
sharpest heat he will be coaxing the tempted flock into 
his retreats. Give him July and August, and he may 
snap his fingers at us the rest of the year. 

How wise some churches are! We saw the annual 
report of one Sunday-school recently ; average attend- 
ance was given, including July and August, it said. Then 
they had a Sunday fold for Sammy. Blessed record ! 


PULPIT READING, 
BY HENRY A. WHEELER, 


Perhaps not many ministers realize to how great a degree 
their churches look to them as their rightful teachers 
and leaders. The fact that no one of us ever realizes 
how great is his influence, everybody over a few at least, 
nor imagines how numerous those few, as he calls them, 
may be, would prove the statement. But above all this the 
preacher is looked to as a guide from the fact that he 
does preach. Tell the people to look to their Bibles, and 
not to the pulpit, for examples, they nevertheless prefer 
withal to see the living example before them. Here isa 
double force, then, influencing the people. If the truth 
preached is exemplified, it is, of course, rendered more 
powerful ; on the other hand, if that which is felt to be 
truth corresponds with the example set, the example 
carries more weight by far than if it stood alone. Now 
it is not the purpose of these remarks to call in question 
the lives of ministers, so far as their consistent moral 
character is concerned. The exceptions among them, as 
a class, to a strict adherence to a path of rectitude are too 
rare to be made the target for a few shooting criticisms. 
The caviller who, having observed one of these exceptions, 
makes a sweeping cry against these ambassadors of God, 
is only a star-gazer who has seen a falling meteor,—per- 
haps several of them, grant it,—and announces the speedy 
demolition of the heavens with a self-assurance which is 
simply laughable. The truth is, he has seen a shooting 
star! Everybody has seen them before, and nobody is 
alarmed. Would it be unkind, however, to call the 
attention of our beloved shepherds to some opportunities 
which it would seem are by very large numbers of them 
—not by all, indeed—very little improved? To mention 
them is, in truth, nothing new, yet it is needful till they 
shall be more faithfully observed. Many points might be 
brought up in this connection, but only two shall be now 
named, 

In the first place, what a rare thing it is to hear good 
reading in the pulpit! It seems remarkable that of the 
great numbers whose inclinations and tastes are in the 
direction of obtaining the most instruction possible, and 
of giving forth the same in public, only here ‘and there a 
notable instance is found of even measurably correct 
understanding in the use of the human voice. Doubly 
strange it is that ten years of special study in addition to 
all previous training of the public schools should display 
so little development in knowledge of this all-important 
branch. Sometimes it is claimed that elocution is of 
little importance. If the Bible is only read, it is expected, 
being divinely inspired, to accomplish its own work, no 

matter what use it is subjected to. But however great 
its own power, is it fair to suppose that the sword of the 
spirit does not need, like any other, to be wielded with 
dexterity? Now much of the reading of the pulpit is 
not given with the natural tones of the voice ; that is to 
say, such as would be used if the reader were speaking 
the words as his own. Often there is a disagreeable 
intonation, as if, now that the sacred word is to be read, 
all efforts must be made to make the most doleful impres- 
sion. Inflections are seldom appropriate to the sense, & 
command being read with the same rising inclination as 
an interrogation, or an exultant, triumphant passage with 
the deflection belonging to deep sorrow and depression. 
The close logic of the Hebrews or the narrative portions 
of the Gospels require not the same nor any such varia- 
tions as the hallelujahs of David. Yet from the lament- 
ably spiritless manner in which the latter are so com- 


monly uttered, one would little suppose religion to be the 
joy it is claimed to be. ° 

There is a certain facial expression, a certain ex- 
clamatory tone of voice which may properly be called 
dramatic. We use these with perfect ease in our conver- 
sation ; why must they be thrown off when entering into 
the conversation or the thoughts of others? Nay, this 
very casting off of all earnestness and sympathetic utter- 
ance without doubt loses hearers, and, if it be possible, 
dulls the poignancy of the word. The word is itself 
powerful, but when spoken in animation by the living 
voice it strikes to the heart of the listener with an hun- 
dred fold more of conviction or of consolation, as the case 
may be. 

Turning to the fourth chapter of 2 Kings, verses 18-37, 
we find the simple story of the Shunamite’s son raised to 
life. There is, to begin with, the statement that he was 
in the field with the reapers; then comes his cry of agony, 
“ My head, my head!” his father’s immediate command 
to “ carry him to his mother;” the sad, sudden death of 
the boy ; the mother’s speedy disposition of the body, 
and hurry to find the man of God; Elisha’s meeting, and 
unsuspecting salutation; the interference of Gehazi to 
the woman’s supplication ; her refusal to be satisfied save 
by the personal effort of Elisha ;—why should ali these be 
read exactly as one would read Blackstone on the 
English Constitution? There are many varieties of 
thought in this, as well as thousands of other passages in 
the Bible, and they require as many shades of expression. 
How often are they permitted to have theirdue? Sup- 
pose the theme for devotion to be that intensely earnest 
and to every Christian most precious invitation, begin- 
ning, “ Ho, every one that thirsteth.” How often do 
these words which might, no doubt, by the simple read- 
ing,—together with the Spirit’s blessing,—often become 
the harbingers of salvation accepted, fall flat from unin- 
spiring lips on dull and inattentive ears! What a con- 
trast is many times offered as the speaker, having com- 
pleted his task of reading, selects his text, and launches 
forth into a natural, dramatic, earnest tone, perhaps 
rendering thereby an attractive, convincing discourse. 


Now it is generally supposed to be very difficult to 
become a natural reader. It is, at least, generally made 
difficult ; but it ought not fora moment to be admitted 
that all the awkward, meaningless expressions and tones 
so commonly made use of are unavoidable. There is too 
often danger that a systematic course of training in 
elocution may leave a style that is stiff and studied. But 
every one can practice simple reading audibly, and surely 
no man of ordinary education, but can detect in his own 
voice, when he hears it, the failure to render a passage as 
he would speak it were it his own. It is an important 
matter that God’s message to mankind, and sacred hymns 
as well, should be properly read. Wonderfully influential 
as is the human voice upon the minds of men, causing 
them to act or not to act, in accordance with passing 
thought, is it not reasonable, is it not just that when the 
commands, the invitations, the threatenings, the promises 
of God appear, they should be made most intensely real 
by putting this marvelous agent to its utmost capability ? 

A second point of influence too much neglected, lack 
of space will drive within the limits of brief mention. 
The minister begins with Judges 7:15. ‘And it was 
so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the 
interpretation thereof,’ and so on. Now who is supposed 
to know who Gideon is? Of course Bible readers know, 
but large portions of the congregation are many times 
those who do not read much, or, if at all, do not study 
their Bibles. If they have heard of Gideon, is it prob- 
able they remember about the dream, and especially 
just what was the interpretation? Besides, granting that 
even a large portion of the hearers are Bible students, 
the Bible is filled with knowledge of the most widely 
diversified character, and it is a monstrous supposition to 
assume that into whatever incident of battle or of home 
life, into whatever chapter of laws or acts of the apostles 
the minister may dash, each listener, well read though 
he be, will always immediately make the connection and 
follow with perfect understanding. It may seem a waste 
of language to expatiate upon so simple a point. Yet it 
is the wide neglect of a duty which is indeed easily per- 
formed, that seems to call for a more faithful considera- 
tion of it The prophets speak, but the circumstances 
under which and the people to whom they declare need 
explanation or the force of their speech is often largely 
lost. The psalmist sings, but if it were known by every 
listener which psalmist it is, and what the pressure of 
mind which called forth his sacred measures, how might 
its appreciation be intensified. Paul exhorts, but reminds 
the people where he wrote the words, the peculiar meaning 
of “liberty” to him, why he could so richly appreciate 





comes up, as it were living, before all. A few minutes 
devoted to explanation by the reader would thus not be 
lost. It should be done each time, though the passage be 
often read, It can only make more real that which may 
be but partially comprehended at the time by the 
“faithful few.” Bearing in mind the single wanderer 
who may have strayed in that day to hear the Bible read 
the first time for many years, would any minister regret 
at least a little extra effort to engage his attention by 
telling him what he is going to read about? 

Public reading is becoming more and more one of the 
popular amusements of the day. This is well. It is 
fraught with rich culture, entertainment, and information 
for the people. But even the famous Pickwick trial or 
the Merchant of Venice is first thoroughly mapped out 
to an audience, of which many, at least, are more familiar 
with either than with the Bible. The study of years is 
then brought out in an attempt to realize to the hearer 
the true mind of the writer, and impress him with the 
highest import of his compvsition. Shall, thexf, that 
book whose composer is God, whose import is “‘salva- 
tion,” directed to a people who must hear it or they die, 
fail of any effort to render it, as it is, “ quick and power- 
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ful, and sharper than avy two-edged sword 


WHAT WE GOT OUT OF OUR LESSON, 
BY EGBERT L. BANGS, 


“IT don’t believe a church is any better than any other 
building,” said a member of my Bible class not long 
since. This man had no sympathy with what he con- 
sidered a superstitious veneration for consecrated brick 
and mortar. We had been studying together that day 
the lesson in which we were told that “the vail of the 
temple was rent in the midst.” Our thoughts were 
directed to the idea that now we need not go up to Jeru- 
salem to worship; we need not even enter any temple 
made with hands to worship God acceptably. In a certain 
sense one place is no better than another, for God is 
present everywhere, and can be worshiped at all times 
and in all places. There is another sense, however, in 
which there is a great difference in places. The solemn 
act of dedication to God’s service puts nothing into the 
material structure that was not there before. There is to 
me no greater nonsense than the idea that a church, 
before it has been formally dedicated, can be used fora 
lecture or a concert, but that after its dedication such 
uses would be improper. What is it that makes one 
place so much better than another? Simply the fact 
that on account of associations connected with it one 
place suggests better thoughts than another. It is true 
that the architecture of a building and its adornments 
may greatly aid in suggesting thoughts and feelings of 
an elevated character, but it is also possible for elevated 
associations to give even an humble spot a power over 
the heart that more pretentious places do not possess, 

I strolled through the cemetery of Hamilton College 
one Sunday last summer. I saw there a small frame 
house, that, standing elsewhere, would have been 
unnoticed. But it had a history, and its history was the 
warrantee deed of its title to the ground it stood on for- 
ever. Samuel Kirkland once lived in it, and it is a more 
touching memorial of departed worth than any of the 
sculptured marbles near it. He was a missionary to the 
Oneida Indians, and he left behind him influences potent 
to-day for the good of mankind. And it is because such 
a man lived such a life in it, that his little cabin is indeed 
unlike any other abode around it, in its power to suggest 
good thoughts. I had passed an old brown house on a 
certain turnpike a hundred times, and its dilapidation 
had only served to remind me of Hood’s Haunted House. 
I saw nothing about it worth noticing till I was told that 
John B. Gough had lived in it when a youth. Then it 
shone with as bright a luster as ever I saw upon a black 
cloud with the sunlight of departing day pouring upon it. 
As I made mention of other spots that were hallowed by 
good deeds that had been done on them, and by noble 
lives that had consecrated them, this thought was sug- 
gested: “Can we not carry associations such as have 
made these spots so suggestive of good thoughts into our 
own homes and places of business?” Yes, we can, and 
we should do that. There is a mighty difference between 
the counting-room of a Christian merchant and the office 
of a stock gambler. The farm that a good man has lived 
and died on is better for his having lived and died on it. 
You cannot walk over its fields, note the trees he has 
planted, and call to mind his noble, honest life, without 
an impulse to go and do likewise. So we got some good 
thoughts out of our lesson, and whenever we think of the 
rent vail in the temple, we shall feel that everywhere we 
can approach God and find him near to us, and that our 





“charity,” and the spirit of him who could “ die daily” 


own lives may make even a very humble spot a “ holy of 
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holies” wherein we can realize Whittier’s conception of 
a holy place: 


“ Wherever fruits of Christian love are found, 
In holy lives, to me is holy ground.” 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


DEATH AND RESURRECTION. 
{Translated from the German, for The Sunday School Times, | 
Awaked, and peeping from the ground, 
From deep in lap of earth, 
From icy winter’s night unbound, 
The little flowers spring forth. 
The sun it is that bids them come ; 
They all his children are. 
Mid perfumed fields where sweet they bloom 
Plays soft the morning air. 
Thou, too, my child, a floweret art ; 
Thou bloomest but to fade ; 
To thy last rest wilt soon depart, 
In turfy bed be laid. 
But then the Sun of Righteousness 
Shall rise again for thee, 
If through short earthly consciousness 
Thy growth shall heavenward be. 


Then shall bud forth eternal bloom— 
Fading and death no more. 

God’s flowers, his children, great and small, 
One with him, evermore. 


CLAUDE’S MISSION. 
BY MRS, ANNIE A. PRESTON, 

They named him Claude because the doctor said that 
on account of a dreadful accident which happened to the 
little fellow when he was a mite of a baby he must 
always be lame; Claude is the Latin for lame. 

He was lame, to be sure, but what was worse, his head 
had been injured; and his friends were soon obliged to 
admit the painful fact that his mind was almost as weak 
as his poor, frail body. 

But Claude had his mission in the world, e:pecially in 
his own family, and he was most tenderly beloved by 
every one who knew him. 

He was a veritable sunbeam in the house. Not com- 
prehending any of the sorrows or obligations of life, he 
was as playful, as prankish, and as easily amused as a 
young kitten. 

There was never a cloud on his fair, sunny brow unless 
some one wa3 cros3 or unhappy; then he would say in 
pitiful tones, with his half-baby articulation, “ Why don’t 
you ’mile?” and this query would be repeated until a 
smile would be called to almost any clouded face by his 
witless importunity. 

I think that before little Claude came to them Mr. and 
Mrs. Hawley were both given to looking upon the dark 
side of life, and to rating as too burdensome the-carcs and 
responsibilities of their married lives; taking the grievous 
weight, as they thought it to be, entirely upon themselves, 
and trusting nothing to the Father above. 

This little son, almost with his first breath, precipitated 
anew and fearful load upon their hearts. They were 
parents now. How should the miad of their offspring be 
trained? In makiog plans for the education and 
material comfort of their little son, for the promising days 
they were never to see, they neglected the present hour, 
and so the accident came. Claude was a hopeless cripple, 
dwarfed in both mind and body ! 

Mrs. Hawley used to say, “It taught me to make the 
most of the present.” Her friends, who expected her to 
be completely overcome by the burden of an imbecile son, 
were surptised, as the years went by, to see the grave, 
preoccupied, and somewhat fretful woman transformed 
into a bright, cheerful, happy, trusting mother. 

She often said in after life, “I am thankful that before 
my other children came to me I had learned to wear a 
smile for Claude’s sake, and had found how much cheer- 
fulness one smiling face in the family evoked. I had 
lived in the shadows before. Every one kept their 
sorrows and their cares for my ear. I used to let the 
burdens of life take the uppermost place until my 
influence was so depressing that most of my friends were 
afraid to come to me with their joys, and thought it 
incumbent upon them to put on a long face and to groan 
over the sin and misery in the world, and the responsi- 
bility of Jife in general, when in my presence. I remem- 
ber how surprised I was to find the joyous side of many 
people whom I had known for years. I had to get 
acquainted with my friends all over again.” 

When Claude was ten years old a new baby was born 
to these parents, and the poor, weak-minded boy’s delight 
knew no bounds. 





“There’s a baby—a real, alive, tweet, ’miling baby at 
Claudie’s house,” he announced to every one who spoke 
to him. 

One day he said to his mother, “ When baby is a big 
boy I hope he will know more than Claudie does: 
Claudie don’t know but a little. Nobody tells him so, 
but when Claudie tries to know things, something crowds 
down on top of his head, and won’t let him know them.” 

For all his parents were satisfied that the poor child 
could never take care of himself, his mother taught him 
all the little things his mind could grasp; and any 
simple bit of knowledge once acquired was held tena- 
ciously. When he failed to understand anything he would 
say, “No, no, mamma; Claudie’s head won’t let him 
know that.” 

One day Mr. and Mrs. Hawley drove away to the next 
town to attend a wedding, leaving the house and the 
two children in the care of the nursery maid and the 
cook. The msid got the baby to sleep, set Claude to 
rocking the cradle softly, and then she and the cook ran 
across to another street to see a mutual acquaintance, 
They stayed longer than they had intended, and were 
reminded of the fact by the cry of fire in the street. 
tunning out, they saw the flames leaping from the 
windows and creeping up the walls of the rear part of 
the house which they had left to keep itself a full hour 
before. 

‘Oh, poor, pleasant-faced Master Claude, and the 
dear, precious, blessed baby!” cried the nurse, wringing 
her hands and rushing around the building, to find the 
flames crawling under the kitchen door. 

Looking up at the nursery window in the immediate 
vicinity of the vicious tongues of fire, the two terrified 
servants saw Claude raise the sash, and proceed as if to 
drop a large white bundle. 

“Tt’s the baby, the blessed baby!” shrieked the nurse. 
But the bundle did not fall to the ground as she had 
anticipated. It was lowered slowly, gently, till it came 
to the reach of eager, waiting arms. 

When Claude saw it was safe, he stood up on the wide 
window-sill and clapped his hands for joy. Then he 
leaped out fearlessly into the blue autumn air before any 
one in the crowd below could think what the poor boy 
intended to do. 

There were willing arms enough extended to break 
his fall somewhat, but the dear child never recovered 
from this second dreadful shock to his blighted young 
life. 

He told his mother when she returned to him, pale 
and almost speechless, and clasped him in her arms, 
“Mile, mamma, ’mile; Claudie saved baby. The fire 
that burns, burns, got out of the stcve, and c’awled up to 
the nursery door, and Olaudie couldn’t get out. And he 
was so f’ightened, mamma, that a piece broke out of the 
top of Claudie’s head, and then he knew what to do. 
He tied baby up in the shawl, just as grandma does when 
the baby is weighed Grandma showed Claudie how to 
tie the knot so as to make a handle. And then Claudie 
took the big, white spread off from nurse’s bed and tied 
the corner into the shawl-handle. Then he opened the 
window and let baby down just as the bucket goes into 
the well at grandpa’s. And then Claudie took the 
spread off from his own bed, and tied it round his leg. 
But when Claudie tried to be let down like a bucket, 
too, he went falling, falling.” 

3efore Squire Hawley’s fine new house was finished, 
on the site of the old one, dear little Claudie had gone to 
heaven. 

His grave is in the flower-zarden, and a lovely white 
marble angel, holding a tablet, marks the spot. Oa the 
tablet, in gilt letters, are the words: 


“To THE MEMORY OF CLAUDE. 
EVERY SUNBEAM FULFILLS ITS MISSION.” 


CONCERT EXERCISE. 


ae 
PRAISE, 
BY MISS E, H. BREWER. 
Singing: 
Praise to God, immortal praise. 
Prayer. 


Leader : Who are to praise God? 
First scholar : 

Ye that fear the Lord, praise him (Psa, 22: 23). 
Second sch ola re 


Let all the people praise thee, O God, let all the people praise 
thee (Psa. 67: 3). 


Third scholar : 


Let the heaven and earth praise him, the seas and everything 
that moveth therein (Psa. 69 : 34). 


Fourth scholar : 

Praise ye him, all his angels; praise ye him, all his hosts. 
Praise ye him, sun and moon ; praise him, all ye stars of light 
(Psa. 148: 2, 3). 

Fifth scholar : 


Praise him, ye heaven of heavens, and ye waters that be above 
the heavens (Psa. 148: 4). 


Sixth scholar : 


Praise the Lord from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps; 
5 and hail ; snow and vapors: stormy wind fulfilling his word 
(Psa. 148: 7, 8). 


Seventh scholar : 


Mountains and all hills; fruitful trees and all cedars; beasts 


and all cattle: creeping things and flying fowl (Psa. 148: 
9, 10): 


Eighth scholar : 


Kings of the earth and all people: princes and all judges of 
the earth: both young men and maidens; old men and children 
(Psa, 148: 11, 12). 


All: 


Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make 
a joyful noise unto him with psalms (Psa. 95: 2). 


Singing : 

O praise ye the Lord. 
Leader : Why should we praise him? 
First scholar : 


Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall 
praise thee (Psa, 63: 3). 


Second scholar : 


I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever: with my mouth 
will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations (Psa. 
89:1). 


Third scholar : 


O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for his mercy 
endureth forever (Psa. 106: 1). 


Fourth scholar : 


O Lord, I will praise thee, though thou wast angry with me, 
thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me. Sing 
unto the Lord, for he hath done excellent things (Isa. 12: 2, 5). 


Fifth scholar : 
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift (2 Cor. 9: 15). 
Sixth scholar : 


Giving thanks unto the Father, which has made us meet to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light (Col. 1: 12), 


Seventh scholar : 


That ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous light (1 Pet. 2:9). 


All: 


Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for 
his wonderful works to the children of men! for he satisfieth 
the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness 
(Psa. 107: 8, 9). 


Singing: 

Songs of praise the angels sang. 
Leader : How shall we praise him? 
Eighth scholar : 


Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise 
(Psa. 33: 3). 


Ninth scholar : 

I will praise the name of the Lord with a song ( Psa. 69: 30). 
Tenth scholar : 

I will praise thee with my whole heart (Psa, 138: 1). 
Eleventh scholar : 

Speaking to yourselves in psalins and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and nmking melody in your heart to the Lord 
(Eph. 5: 19). 

Sioging: 

Sweet is the work, my God, my king. 
Leader : Wier shall we praise the Lord? 
Twelfth scholar : 

Seven times a day do I praise thee (Psa. 119: 164). 
Thirteenth scholar : 

Let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually 
(Heb. 13: 15). 

Fourteenth scholar ; 

For this cause, also, thank we God without ceasing (1 Thess. 
2: 13). 

Fiftee ‘th scholar : 

Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for- 
ever (Psa. 145: 2). 

Sixteenth scholar : 

I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live: I will sing 
praise to my God while I have my being (Psa. 104: 33). 
| Seventeenth scholar : 

To show forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and thy 
faithfulness every night (Psa. 92: 2). 

Singing: 
All: 

Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in the sanctuary : praise him 
in the firmament of his power. Praise him for his mighty acts : 
praise him according to his excellent greatness. Praise him 
with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery 
and harp. Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him 
with stringed instruments and organs. Praise him upon the 
loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals. 
Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the 
Lord (Psa. 150). 


Singing: 


My soul, repeat his praise. 


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 





Benediction. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Second Quarter, 1879.| 
. May %.—The Holy Spirit Promised Joel 2; 28-82 
. June 1.—Prophecy against Tyre.........--.0----+-0--+- Ezekiel 26: 7-14 
. Jane 8.—The Valley of Dry Bones Ezekiel 37: 1-10 
. June ls. The Need of God's Spirit 


June 22.—Consecration to God 
June 29.—Review 


LESSON 10, SUNDAY, JUNE 8, 1879. 
Title: THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES. 
GOLDEN TEXT: It 18 THE SPIRIT THAT QUICKENETH; THE 


FLESH PROFITETH NOTHING; THE WORDS THAT I SPEAK UNTO YOU, 
THEY ARE SPIRIT, AND THEY ARE LIFE.—John 6: 63. 


Lesson Topic: Life through the Spirit. 
. Dry Bones, v. 1-3. 


Inspired Call, vy. 4-9. 
Restored Life, v. 10. 


{ 1 
Outline : 2. 
$8. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, June 2: Ezek. 37: 1-10. 
Tuesday, June 3; Gen, 1: 1-13. 
Wednesday, June 4: Gen, 2: 1-8. The life-giving breath. 
Thursday, June 5: John 5: 19-27. The life-giving Son. 
Friday, June 6: John 11: 32-44, A dead man brought to life. 
Saturday, June7: Eph. 2:1-11. The dead in sin brought to life. 
Sunday, June 8: Col. 3: 1-17, The living dead to sin. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[Ezek. 37: i-10.] 


1. The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out 
in the Spirit of the LoRD, and set me down in the midst of the 
valley which was full of bones, 

2. And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, 
there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were 
very dry. 

3. And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? 
And I answered, O Lord Gop, thou knowest. 

4. Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and 
say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lorp. 

5. Thus saith the Lord Gop unto these bones; Behold, I will 
cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live: 

6. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 
ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the Lorp. 

7. So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as [ prophesied, 
there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came 
together, bone to his bone. 

8. And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up 
upon them, and the skin covered them above: but there was no 
breath in them. 

9. Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, 
son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 
slain, that they may live. 

10. So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 
camé into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, 
an exceeding great army. 


Life through the Spirit. 
The life-giving voice. 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Ezek, 37:1. Hand of the Lord.~—And the hand of 
the Lord was there upon him. Ezek. 1: 3.——But the hand 
of the Lord was strong upon me. Ezek. 3: 14.——And the 
hand of the Lord was there upon me. Ezek. 3: 22 Now 
the hand of the Lord was upon me in the evening, afore he that 
was escaped came. Ezek. 33: 22.——In the selfsame day the 
hand of the Lord was upon me, and brought me thither. Ezek. 
40:1. 

Carried me, And he put forth the form of a hand, and 
took me by a lock of mine head; and the spirit lifted me up 
between the earth and the heaven, and brought me in the 
visions of God to Jerusalem. Ezek. 8 : 3.——Afterwards the 
spirit took me up, and brought me in a vision by the Spirit of 
God into Chaldea, to them of the captivity. Ezek. 11: 24.—— 
And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that 
the Spirit of the Lord shall carry thee whither I know not. 
1 Kings 18 ; 12. Let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy 
master; lest peradventure the Spint of the Lord hath taken 
him up, and cast him upon some monntain, or into some valley. 
2 Kings 2: 16.——And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost 
returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilder- 
ness, Luke 4: 1.——And when they were come up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the 
eunuch saw him no more, Acts 8: 39. 

V.2. They were very dry.— Son of man, these bones 
are the whole house of Israel: behold they say, Our bones are 
dried, and our hope is lost; we are cut off from our parts, 
Ezek, 37: 11. Our bones are scattered at the grave’s mouth, 
as whea one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon the earth. 
141: 7, 

Vv. 3. Can these bones live ?——Jesus .. . saith unto 
Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? And 
this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would 
do. John 6: 5, 6. 

Thou knowest.——See now that I, even I, am he, and 
there is no god with me: I kill, and I make alive. Deut, 82: 


Psa. 








39. The Lord killeth, and maketh alive: he bringeth down 
to the grave, and bringeth up. 1 Sam, 2: 6.——For as the 
Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them ; even so the 
Son quickeneth whom he will. John 5: 21. Jesus said unto 
her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die. John 11: 25, 26. 
——Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that 
God should raise the dead? Acts 26: 8. God, who quick- 
eneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though 
they were. Rom. 4: 17.—We had the sentence of death in 
ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God 
which raiseth the dead: who delivered us from so great a death, 
and doth deliver. 2 Cor. 1:9, 10.—Accounting that God was 
able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he 
received him in a figure. Heb. 11: 19. 


v.4. Prophesy. Take the rod, and gather thou the 
assembly together, thou and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye 
unto the rock before their eyes. Num. 20:8.——And he cried 
against the altar in the word of the Lord, and said, O altar, 
altar, thus saith the Lord, Behold, a child shall be born unto 
the house of David, Josiah by name. 1 Kings 13: 2.——Jesus 
answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye 
have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is 
done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea, it shall be 
done. Matt. 21: 21.——His mother saith unto the servants, 
Whatsoever he saith unto you, doit. John 2: 5. 


O ye dry bones. Thy dead men shall live, together with 
my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell 
in dust; for thy dew 7s as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall 
cast out the dead. Isa. 26: 19._—-Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye 
blind, that ye may see. Isa,.42: 18.——O earth, earth, earth, 
hear the word of the Lord. Jer. 22: 29. Also, thou son of 
man, prophesy unto the mountains of Israel, and say, Ye 
mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord. Ezek. 36:1. 

Hear ye, O mountains, the Lord’s controversy, and ye 
strong foundations of the earth. Micah 6: 2. Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall 
live. John 5: 25. 

V.5. Iwill cause breath.——And the Lord God formed 
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living soul. Gen. 2:7. 
——Thou takest away their breath, they die, and return to 
their dust. Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created: 
and thou renewest the face of the earth, Psa. 104: 29, 30. 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith 
unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost. John 20: 22. The 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus Bath made me free from 
the law of sin and death. Rom. 8: 2.——God . . . even when 
we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ. 
Eph. 2: 4, 5. 

V.6. Ye shall know.——Ye have not eaten bread, neither 
have ye drunk wine or strong drink; that ye might know that 
I am the Lord your God. Deut. 29 : 6.——Because the Syrians 
have said, The Lord is God of the hills, but he is not God of 
the valleys, therefore will I deliver all this great multitude 
into thine hand, and ye shall know that I am the Lord. 
1 Kings 20: 28.——Thou shalt know that I am the Lord: for 
they shall not be ashamed that wait for me. Isa. 49: 23. 
And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I 
am the Lord your God, aud none else: and my people shall 
never be ashamed. Joel 2: 27. So shall ye know that I am 
the Lord your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain. Joel 
eter. 

Vv. 7. As Iwas commanded.——Now it came to pass, 
when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the Lord 
had commanded him to speak unto all the people, that the priests 
and the prophets and all the people took him, saying, Thou shalt 
surely die. Jer. 26: 8.——But Peter and John answered and 
said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to 
hearken unto you more than unto God judge ye. Acts 4: 19. 

Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We 
ought to obey God rather than men. Acts 5: 29. 

There was a noise, 
voice. 


And after the fire a still small 
1 Kings 19: 12.——And suidenly there came a sound 
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting. Acts 2: 2. 

V¥V.9. Come.——Awake, O north wind; and come, thou 
south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow 
out, Cant. 4: 16.——The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of 
the Spirit. John 3: 8. 

v.10, The breath came.—Thou sendest forth thy 
spirit, they are created: and thou renewest the face of the 
earth. Psa. 104: 30.——And after three days and a half the 
spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon 
their feet. Rev. 11: 11.——And J saw the souls of them that 
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of 
God, and which had not worshiped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received Ais mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands: and they lived and reigaed with Christ a thousand 
years. Rev, 20: 4. 


LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 


For the place and general circumstances of this lesson, see 
Framework of the lesson last studied. The date of this 





prophecy is somewhat uncertain, but it may be fixed with 
great probability about a year later than the prophecy against 
Tyre; that is, in B. C. 587. It belongs to the second general 
part of the Book of Ezekiel, which deals mainly with God’s 
mercies toward his people. This vision and its interpreta- 
tion were given soon after Jerusalem finally fell, and when 
the Captivity was taking on its most rigid and depressing 
forms. It had direct reference to deliverance from bondage, 
if Israel would return unto the Lord. It was meant to check 
the very natural despondency of the people, and to induce 
an appeal to their forsaken Lord. The case affords also a 
most striking type of the Spirit’s quickening power in general. 
As these dead bones revived, so should Israel revive, and 
so shall those dead in sins arise. 

The contemporaneous Scripture history is found in the 
chapters referred to last week; namely, 2 Kings, chapters 
23-25 ; 2 Chronicles, chapters 35, 36; Daniel, chapter 1-5; 
and the Book of Jeremiah. The only change in the people’s 
surroundings from the period of the last lesson was for the 
worse. Their nation was now wholly subdued ; their city 
was now entirely destroyed; and their expected human 
helpers were completely prostrated. Instead of seeking to 
depress the people, as in the last lesson, the prophet now 
seeks to uplift them. They were humbled in the dust now; 
therefore he seeks to lift them up. The clearness with which 
restoration to life is here set forth, certainly presupposes 
familiarity with the resurrection from the dead. The 
apprehension of this doctrine may have been vague, but it 
could not have been wanting wholly. 

The terms used in the lesson indicate a vision, not a direct 
view of any valley full of bones. It is, however, quite prob- 
able that the prophet had seen some of the ancient battle- 
fields, where the death-view of this vision was actually had. 
Like those fields the captive nation lay, but the Spirit could 
bring life again. 

CRITICAL NOTES, 
BY ©. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION, 


(1.) The hand of Jehovah came on me, and Jehovah 
brought me out in the Spirit, and set me down in the midst 
of the valley; and it was full of bones. (2.) And he made 
me pass over them all around, and behold, there were 
very-many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they 
were very dry. (3.) And he said to me: Son of man, can 
these bones live? And I said: Lord Jehovah, thou knowest. 
(4.) And he said to me: Prophesy concerning these bones, 
and say to them: Ye dry bones, hear the word of Jehovah. 
(5.) Thus saith the Lord Jehovah to these bones: 

Behold, I cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live; 

(6.) And I will lay sinews on you, 

And bring up flesh on you, 

And spread skin on you, 

And put breath in you, and ye shall live; 

And ye shall know that I am Jehovah. 

(7.) And I prophesied as 1 was commanded. And as I 
prophesied there was a noise, and behold, a rattling, and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone. (8.) And I saw, and 
behold, sinews and flesh came up on them, and skin spread 
over them above; but there was no breath in them. (9.) 
And he said to me: Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son 
of man, and say to the breath: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, 

And breathe on these slain, and let them live. 

(10.) And I prophesied as he commanded me. And the 
breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their 
feet, an exceeding great army. 

CONTEXT AND INTERPRETATION. 

After the denunciations of the sins of the Israelites and 
the predictions of calamity to other nations (chapters 1-33), 
the remainder of Ezekiel’s book (chapters 34-48) is devoted 
to the description of the coming restoration and prosperity 
of his people. In chapter 34, Israel, represented as a flock 
that has been neglected by its shepherds (political rulers, 
kings), is to be restored to its land under a true and faithful 
shepherd (a Davidic king), and the other nations shall no 
more prey on it. One of these nations, Edom, which had 
specially distinguished itself by hostility to Israel (see 
Obadiah’s prophecy, written probably a short while before 
this), is mentioned by name in chapter 35, and its desolation 
announced. . In the next chapter (36) an address to the 
mountains of Israel declares the prosperous return of the 
nation to its own land, with the accompanying astonishment 
and humiliation of the other nations, and Jehovah promises 
to make a new covenant with his people, whereby they will 
have the spirit of obedience, their iniquities shall be for- 
given, and they shall dwell prosperously in the land of 
Canaan, Then comes our lesson, the prophecy of the 
resuscitation of the people (37: 1-14), and the reunion of 
the two kingdoms of Judah and Israel under one king of 
the house of David (verses 15-28). The following two 
chapters (38 and 39) describe the final victorious struggle of 
Israel against its enemies; and in conclusion, in chapters 40- 
48 we have the picture of the fully restored and established 
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Israelitish state, its temple and sacrifices, its prince and its 
law, and the division of the territory. Our lesson is thus one 
of a series of prophecies, in which Israel’s coming prosperity 
and union with Jehovah is announced. The object of all 
these prophecies was to guard the exiles from idolatry and 
other sins, and save them from despair and depression by 
fixing their attention on the great things in store for them if 
they would trust to their God, and be faithful to him and 
his law. 

The meaning of the vision that constitutes our lesson is 
given by the prophet in the following verses (11-14) ; it is 
simply the return of exiled Israel to its own land. Itisa 
message of hope and consolation to the dispirited captives. 
They saw themselves far from home, in the hands of their 
enemies, and asked whether it was possible that this crushed 
fragment of a nation could ever return to its land and enjoy 
the worship of Jehovah and be prosperous. Could Jehovah 
himself rescue them from their miserable condition? In 
reply to these doubts and fears the prophet’s vision an- 
nounces a truth which is a consolation and stay, not only for 
them, but for all who trust in God at all times. It shows a 
valley full of dead, dry bones, which at Jehovah’s word start 
up into life. So can Jehovah, the vision would say, restore 
Israel, if it were nationally as dead as these bones,—let not 
God’s peoplé despair of its future, for there is no situation 
so wretched but he can transform it into prosperity and joy ; 
only trust him. Though there is no reference here to the 
actual resurrection of the dead (for the prophet says plainly 
in verse 14 that he means the return of the exiles in Babylon 
to Palestine), there is the teaching of God’s constant and 
sufficient watch-care over his people, and this is enough for 
those who believe in him, for this life and the next. 
Jehovah’s paternal watch over Israel was shown in their 
partial return under Zerubbabel when Cyrus took Babylon, 
and still more in the succeeding history; when the new 
covenant was fully announced by Christ, and dead Israel 
sprang to its feet with an everlasting spiritual life. God can 
bring life out of seeming death; in this fact we have the 
pledge of all needful blessings for all time. The prophet’s 
word, though spoken only of that time and those circum- 
stances, rests on and involves a universal and all-embracing 
truth respecting God’s care of his people. 

The date of the prophecy is not given, but it was, no doubt, 
uttered after the destruction of Jerusalem (33: 21), and 
probably in the latter years of Ezekiel’s life, when his soul 
was aglow with inspired anticipations of his people’s coming 
glory, for which Jehovah’s faithfulness was to him the 
pledge. 

NOTES. 

Verse 1.—The vision. The hand of Jehovah came on me, 
an expression almost peculiar to Ezekiel (see 1: 3; 3: 14,22; 
8:1; 14:9; 33:22; compare 1 Sam. 5:6; Zech. 2: 9). 
The hand is the instrument and symbol of active exertion of 
strength ; Jehovah laid hold of the prophet, took possession 
of him in order to send the exiles a message through him ; 
the phrase is used by Ezekiel only of Jehovah’s supernatural 
dealings with him. The date of the prophecy may be given 
conjecturally as B. C. 570.—And Jehovah brought me out (from 
his residence in Tel-abib by the river Kebar in Babylonia, 
chap. 3: 15) in the spirit ; that is, not bodily, but under the 
influence and guidance of the Spirit of God, in which condi- 
tion he saw the vision; see the similar expressions “the 
Spirit entered into me” (2: 2) and “the Spirit lifted me up” 
(3: 14); it is an ecstatic, visional state that is described. The 
translation of the English version, “carried me out in the 
Spirit of the Lord” gives the same sense, only the word 
“hand” is (for grammatical reasons) probably not the sub- 
ject of the verb “ carried out,” but “ Jehovah” or “he.” Or, 
the “in the Spirit” may be understood simply of the 
prophet’s spirit or mind, as the opposite of “in the body.” 
—And set me down in the midst of the valley. The “valley” 
(mentioned in chapter 3: 22) was a cleft or deep depression 
near the residence of the exiles, well known to the prophet, 
but not identified by modern travelers.—And it was full of 
bones. This was only a vision, not necessarily corresponding 
to real external things, but the valley in question may have 
contained (either buried or unburied) the bones of dead 
Jews, who had died natural deaths, or been killed by the 
Chaldeans. If this was not the case, the bones found else- 
where are merely located here for the sake of the illustra- 
tion. In any case the basis of the vision is the actual con- 
dition of the Israelites: many of them had died, and their 
dead bones here symbolize the apparently extinct national life. 

Verse 2.—Description of the bones. And he made me pass 
over them (that is, not necessarily stepping over the bones, 
but through the whole collection, beside or by the individual 
bones) all arownd (in every direction, so as to traverse the 
field and see all). And behold, there were very many (symbol- 
ical of the great losses that Israel had suffered by war and 
captivity) on the surface (literally, on the face) of the valley, 
In the vision the bones are exposed to view, in order that the 
prophet may see their number and their dryness; it is not 
necessary to suppose that the Jews’ bones were actually thus 
exposed, as, on the other hand, the mention of graves in 
verses 12 and 13 does not forbid the supposition that some 





were unburied.— And behold, they were very dry, which is men- 
tioned to show that they were utterly dead, and could not be 
made alive by any human power. By this was signified (as is 
explained in verse 11) the opinion that the Israelites had of 
their own condition; they thought that their bones were 
dried up, their hope perished, and they destroyed, their 
national life practically extinct, and the prospect of return 
to their land very dim, if not utterly vanished. It is the 
object of the vision to show that God’s power could reach 
their seemingly hopeless condition, and infuse life into them. 

Verse 3.—Jehovah’s question. The prophet’s divine 
instructor now brings out the main point by a question: And 
he said to me: Son of man, can these bones live? As the ques- 
tion of Nicodemus in John 3: 4 was designed to elicit the 
explanation of a mystery, so Jehovah’s question here is 
designed to rouse the prophet to reflection on the divine 
power and purpose. The latter sees the intention, and is 
aware that God purposes to lead his mjnd to some high, con- 
soling fact of his providence; but he doesn’t know what it is, 
and so contents himself with the humble and submissive 
answer: Lord Jehovah, thou knowest. If the question had 
been whether it was possible, according to ordinary human 
laws, for these dry bones to start up into life, Ezekiel would 
have known the proper answer: such a thing could not be, 
But he knows that this is not the answer required of him. 
He would rather have thought to say: “O Lord, if thou 
sayest the word, these bones can live.” But he perceived 
that this was not the appropriate answer,—the divine ques- 
tion was merely the introduction to a divine revelation, and 
the prophet waits to hear what God will say, confident that 
he knows. Ezekiel’s favorite designation of Israel’s God 
occurs here (in the last lesson also), and is especially appro- 
priate when Jehovah in his character of Lord of all nations 
is about to announce a purpose of mercy respecting his pec- 
ple. In doing this he refers in his question to the position of 
Israel itself, which asked in despair: “ Can those bones live? 
can our poor nation ever rise? we are dead and hopeless, 
and might as well give ourselves up to the life of the 
heathen” (v.11). The prophet also, no doubt, perceived the 
tenor of the vision, knew that his people had these thoughts, 
and listened for Jehovah’s explanation of the merciful and 
encouraging character of which he was confident. The 
designation “son of man” (by which Jehovah always 
addresses Ezekiel, found elsewhere as term of address only 
in Dan. 8:17) is probably of Aramaic origin, being the 
common term for “human being” in that language. As 
used here of the prophet it implies on the one hand the 
humanity that he has in common with his people and with 
all the world, and on the other hand his inferiority to God 
with whom he speaks. 


Verse 4.—The answer. Thecall tothe bones. The answer 
comes in the form of an act. Can these bones live? The best 
reply is to make them live. And he said to me: Prophesy 
concerning these bones,—what follows is in reference to them; 
if we render: “prophesy upon these bones,” and understand 
a local meaning (prophesy over them, standing and speaking 
over them), the sense is the same.— And say to them: Ye dry 
bones, hear the word of Jehovah. This address to the bones is 
a necessity of the form of the vision, at the end of which the 
bones stand up. The actual performance of the dead is com- 
mitted to the prophet; it is he who speaks to the dead mem- 
bers, and at his voice they arise. This was in keeping with 
Jehovah’s guidance of his people through prophets, who 
announced his will; and as it is the restoration of the Jews 
to Palestine that is here spoken of, it was proper that the 
symbolical act representing that return should be performed 
by a prophet. 

Verse 5,—The command to prophesy. Thus saith the Lord 
Jehovah to these bones. There is first the general declaration 
that they shall receive life: behold, I cause breath to enter into 
you, and ye shall live ; that is, more precisely, “ye shall come 
to life, or become alive.” It is supposed that they are 
gathered into the shape of the human body, and it is declared 
that they shall then receive the breath that is necessary to 
and the sign of human life. The word here rendered 
“breath” is the common one for “wind” (2 Sam. 22: 11; 
Eccles. 1:6, and the plural in verse 9 for our lesson), 
whence it is used for human breath (Gen. 6: 17; Isa. 11: 4); 
thence (like the corresponding Greek and Latin terms) it 
came to express the human “spirit,” which found its 
simplest representative in the invisible life-giving air, and 
was transferred to denote the corresponding part of the 
divine nature, the spirit of God. Here the English version 
is probably right in rendering it “breath;” the picture is 
the animation of dead bodies, which occurs physically by the 


introduction of breath, and this latter is of the substance of | 


the winds from which it is drawn (verse 9). This last fact 
would seem to show that it is not the immaterial “ spirit” 
that is here meant. But if we render: “I cause spirit to 
enter into you,” the final meaning is the same; after the 
dead bodies had received the breath of life, they would be 
considered as possessing spirits. The act is represented as a 
present one: “I cause;” that is, “I am at this moment about 
to cause.” 


Verse 6.—More particular description of the vivitication 














of the dead bodies. The main parts of the body are mer- 
tioned, sinews, flesh, and skin, in order to give the picture of a 
perfect body, and the general declaration. of the preceding 
verse is repeated. Nothing is said of the origin of these 
supplied parts ; Jehovah’s power will be shown in his ability 
to furnish these against human probability. The result is 
the making known his pre-eminent character and position : 
And ye shall know that Iam Jehovah. The address is to the 
bones, but with the freeness of the vision the reference is to 
the Israelites, who would in their own restoration recognize 
the supremacy of their God. They would know that he was 
all that his name Jehovah implied, the covenant God of 
Israel, faithful to fulfill his promises, supreme in control 
over all nations and circumstances. 


Verse 7.—The prophet addresses the bones. The act of 
restoration of the bones to living bodily shape is divided 
into two parts. The result of the prophet’s first address 
(verses 7 and 8) is the collection of the bones to skeletons, 
and the clothing of these with flesh; the important fact of 
the introduction of life-giving breath is reserved for a second 
address (verses 9and 10). The prophet obeys: And I prophe- 
sied as I was commanded. A vivid description of the 
result is given; And as I prophesied there was (or, arose) a 
noise (voice, sound), and behold, a rattling, and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone (that is, bone to its corresponding bone 
in the human skeleton). The process here described is to be 
explained from the point of view of the vision. The object 
of the prophet is to represent the national resuscitation and 
restoration of Israel under the form of the vivification of 
dead bones ; it is solely with the fact that he has to do, his 
explanation (verses 11-14) says nothing of the manner, and 
we must, therefore, regard the sounds here described as merely 
accompaniments of the visional act. As he gazes on the 
field of bones, he hears some sound, the bones rattle one on 
the other, and leap together into perfect human skeletons. 
What the sound or noise was he does not say. It was not 
made by the wind, for that is not spoken of till verse 9. It 
was not the voice of God, for Jehovah has committed the 
execution of the act to the prophet. There is no suggestion, 
in the context, of any external cause, and it is apparently 
the noise made by the movement of the bones themselves 
that ismeant. “ Rattling” seems to be a more appropriate 
word for the effect on the bones than “rustling” or “ shaking.” 
When the prophet pronounced his address, we may suppose 
that the bones (through the power of God) set themselves in 
motion (for power of voluntary motion is ascribed to them 
in the vision), whence there resulted a sound, and then, as 
soon as they came in contact one with another, there was a 
rattling noise, and then they came together. If “shaking” 
be substituted for “ rattling,” this description of the process 
will be only slightly modified. There was no visible physical 
agent in this movement; obedient to the mighty word of 
Jehovah, the dead bones moved along with seeming intelli- 
gence, and arranged themselves without error or failure. 

Verse 8.—The skeletons having been thus built up, sinews, 
flesh, and skin are added, still without visible agency ; it is 
the manifestation of the power that Jehovah will put forth 
for his people. But the bodies are yet lifeless: there was no 
The last and greatest miracle is now to be 
It may be that this gradualness in the vivitica- 
tion of the bodies symbolizes the gradualness of the gather- 
ing together of Israel for return to Palestine; but, as no 
such gradualness is indicated in the explanation in verses 
11-14, it is better to regard the division into two acts as 
intended chiefly to make prominent and emphasize the 
final act of life-giving, which symbolizes the infusion of 
true life into the nation by the divine Spirit (v. 14), a life of 
active and prosperous obedience to God. 


breath in them. 
performed. 


Verse 9.—As the highest part of the act of resuscitation, 
the introduction of breath is made the occasion of a special 
prophecy. And he said to me: Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 
son of man, and say to the breath. The repetition of the 
main word “ prophesy” indicates the importance attached to 
this act. This part of the vision, indeed, conveyed the main 
message to Israel, and taught them that Jehovah, who had 
brought them to national extinction, could revive them; for 
him nothing was too hard. Then come the words that 
Jehovah directs the prophet to address to the invisible 
breath: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these 
siuin, and let them live (or, that they may live). The number 
four in the “four winds” represents the four points of the 
compass, and indicates that Jehovah draws his materials from 
all quarters. That the thing addressed is to be derived from 
wind shows that itis “ breath” rather than “spirit” (though 
the general sense is the samein both renderings). Here lie 
the bodies, complete in their parts, but without life; but 
Jehovah, the lord of life, is not at a loss,—he calls on the 
winds, and they furnish the needful breath. So when the 
time comes to give national and spiritual-religious life to his 
downcast people, there will be no lack of power, though man 
may see no hope. The word “slain” is ciosen with reference 
to the existing condition of the Jews in Babylonia. They 
had suffered much at the hands of their conquerors, some of 
them had, no doubt, been put to death, and the suppression of 
the nation is here represented under the figure not simply 
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of dead people, but of “slain,” who had come to their end by 
violence. Their nationality was slain. Compare Isaiah 
53:8, where similarly the “servant of Jehovah” represent- 
ing suffering Israel in exile is said to have been cut off by 
violence. 

Verse 10.—The conclusion. The prophet utters his word 
of command, and the bodies start up in life, an exceeding great 
army, @ very great host or multitude. The translation “ stood 
on their feet with very great force” is not so good. The 
resuscitated nation is represented as an army, a host ready 
for vigorous work in the name and by the strength of 
Jehovah; such a mighty host Israel would be when it 
returned to its own land. This is the lesson of the vision, 
as we learn from the accompanying explanation (vs. 11-14), 
in which it is stated: (1.) that the dry bones represent 
the deadness of the nation in exile, according to its own 
opinion (v. 11); (2.) that the collection of the bones into 
bodies and their vivification by the life-giving breath 
represents the deliverance of the nation from its grave, 
Babylonia, its restoration to its own land, and the imparta- 
tion of Jehovah’s spirit, which would give them a nationality 
stable both politically and religiously; they should. live 
prosperously in righteousness and holiness. The lesson thus 
taught the suffering exiles is meant for us also: whatever 
our spiritual prosperity requires, God will supply. 
ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 

BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL 


The hand of the Lord was upon me (vy. 1). John Newton 
used to say, that in his wildest days of dissipation he could 
never shake off the feeling of his mother’s hand on his head, 
as she knelt by his side in prayer. By God's blessing that 
mother’s hand held back her wayward boy from ruin, and 
finally drew him to the feet of Jesus. The writer remembers 
as foremost among the influences which were on him in his 
boyhood’s Sunday-school, the gentle pressure of a godly 
teacher’s hand on his knee, as the tearful invitation was 
given to the thoughtless scholar to come in trust to a loving 
Saviour. Everybody feels the pressure of some hand; it 
may be of poverty, or of ambition, or of love. Best of all is 
the hand of the Lord; yet there is no pressure that most of 
us shrink from like this hand. When it is laid on us in 
chastisement, or rebuke, or entreaty, we wish that it were 
lifted from us. It is well that the Lord lays his hand on us 
when he thinks best, rather than when we do; and that he 
keeps it on those whom he loves as long as he knows it to 
be for their good, whether they like it or not. 

Ancd-set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of 
bones. The Lord’s children sometimes find themselves in 
very dreary places. The bones of the dead are about 
them. Loved ones have gone. Home is desolate. That 
which is seen only increases sadness by recalling memories 
of that which is no longer seen. Or the field of labor where 
they stand shows no signs of life. There are only bones to 
work on, or to preach to. On every side is gloom or deadness, 
and what is strangest of all—the hand of the Lord has set 
his children there. What does he mean by this? Whatever 
he means, the fact is unmistakable that the valley is full of 
bones, and that the children of God are there by his direction. 

Can these bones live ? (v. 3.) Must our surroundings be 
always gloomy? Are they as bad now as they look? Can 
we be of no service in bringing life and joy where were death 
and sorrow? If we are in a desolate home, must it be always 
desolate? Is it now really so dreary asitseems? If wearein 
a cold and formal church, must it be always cold and formal ? 
If we are in a sluggish and inactive community, must it 
remain sluggish and inactive? If this Bible lesson seems 
nothing but dry bones, can these dry bones be made to live? 
Because God has set us down in a valley full of bones, must 
the valley have never anything in it but bones? These are 
questions which every child of God ought to ask himself; 
which, indeed, God asks of every child of his when things 
look most dismal and hopeless about him. 

O Lord God, thou knowest, That isso. Whatever we may 
think or guess about it, the Lord ‘knows. And it is a good 
thing for us to realize that the Lord does know; that he can 
say whether or not that which seems hopeless has possibilities 
of good in it. If we say that we know, we are as foolish as 
we are mistaken. We not only claim a knowledge that we have 
not, but we shut ourselves off from any prospect of learning 
more. Our duty is to feel that God knows; and to look to 
him for all the knowledge on the subject that it is best for 
us to have. Can the deadness in this heart, in this home, 
in this lesson, in this school, in this church, in this com- 

munity, be exchanged for life? “O Lord God, thoa knowest.” 

O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord (v. 4). The word 
of man may have some influence with flesh and blood, but 

for dry bones the word of the Lord is the only hope. If your 
church seems made up of bloodless, fleshless, senseless, dry 
bones (and there are such churches), call on the members to 
hear the word of the Lord. That may rouse them when 
nothing else would. If your prayer-meeting, or your Sun- 
day-school, or your class, seems of that sort, try the same 
means of arousing it. The fact that you have only dry bones 
for hearers should make you all the readier to proclaim the 








word of the Lord; for if there is anything that can reach 
them it is just that. And if there is one thing more than 
another for which the word of the Lord is adapted, it is to 
making dry bones hear. 

As I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking (v. 7). 
Preaching that never makes a stir in the congregation is a 
poor sort of preaching. Sermons which everybody says are 
“ so good,” “just lovely,” “delightful,” will never put life 
into dry bones. It is when the hearers wince under the 
truth; when they begin to deny the preacher’s application 
of it; when they say, “our minister oughtn’t to have taken 
up that subject before this people,”—that there is a hope of 
gain to the hearers through the prophesying from that 
pulpit. It is said that John Wesley used to question his 
young preachers, as they came back from their evangelizing 
trips, somewhat in this style: “ Was anybody converted?” 
“Was anybody convicted?” “Did anybody get mad?” If 
the last question couldn’t be answered in the affirmative, 
that trip was counted a failure. If there is no shaking 
among the dry bones because of your prophesying in the 
pulpit, in the newspaper, or in the community at large, you 
have little to encourage you in your work so far? 

The flesh came wp upon them, and the skin covered them above : 
but there was no breath in them (v. 8). Religious wax-works 
are on exhibition in a great many places. There are Sun- 
day-schools with all the system, and all the show, and all the 
modern appliances you could ask for. They look at first 
glance as if they were real. All they lack is life. The bones 
are there. There is a good Sunday-school skeleton to begin 
with. The flesh is on the bones. Worship and Bible study 
are planned for as the chief occupation. The skin covers 
the flesh. The exercises are of the most approved sort—the 
same as those in real, living Sunday-schools. But the breath 
is not in those schools. Everything that man could do for a 
Sunday-school has been secured. That which only God can 
give is still lacking. Is there any breath of life in your 
Sunday-school ? 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 
slain, that they may live (v. 9). If we expect to do anything 
toward bringing the dead to life, we must pray earnestly for 
the Holy Spirit to put breath into the bodies we would see 
revived. Preparing a sermon with the utmost care, packing 
it with the words of the Lord, preaching it with intensest 
earnestness, is at the best but putting flesh and skin on to the 
dry bones in the valley where we stand. The breath is not 
yet there. Unless the Holy Spirit makes our work effective, 
we can never be the means of good to a single soul. Study- 
ing a lesson faithfully with the best helps to its understand- 
ing; attending a teachers’-meeting, and getting all the 
inspirations that can give ; finding choice illustrations; and 
getting full of interest in the lesson ourselves,—will not enable 
us to bring life through the lesson to a single scholar of our 
class. It is only as we call in faith on the Holy Spirit to 
breathe on the dead souls to which we are prophesying, that 
there is hope of success in our endeavors. And so in per- 
sonal effort for individual souls; all the wisdom, all the 
tact, all the zeal of which we are capable, will avail us 
nothing, except as we cry effectually to the Holy Spirit, 
“ Come, from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 
slain, that they may live.” 

They lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great 
army (v.10). There are glorious possibilities in dry bones. 
Valleys which were full of bones may come to be gatherings 
of a living host. Homes which were desolate may be 
transformed into centers of light. The most hopeless 
scholar may turn out to be best of all. From the mis- 
sion-school boys and girls there may go forth Christian men 
and women by the score. The pioneer field, at home or 
abroad, which seems barren and dreary beyond measure, 
may become the nucleus of Christian life for an extended 
region beyond. The cannibal chief may yet be a gospel 
minister. The persecutor of Christ may in the end prove 
the foremost apostle of the cross. If by the hand of the 
Lord you have been set down in a valley full of bones, 
thank God and take courage. God knows whether those 
bones can live. At his command, call on them to hear his 
word. Where there is a shaking among them, take fresh 
heart. But never rest satisfied at seeing flesh on the bones, 
and skin covering the flesh ; call on the Holy Spirit to breathe 
on the dead that they may live. And according as you are 
faithful and faith-filled, look to see the dead revived, and the 
valley full of an exceeding great army. Then, and not 
before, you can rejoice at your work accomplished there. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, . 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 

Many a primary class teacher will read these verses with 
a sigh, and repeat, “Can these bones live?” Can verses so 
strange and hard to explain to older classes be presented in 
a way that little children can have any definite idea of their 
meaning? In all the seven years’ course of study there have 
been few lessons which could not be simplified for the 
primary class. This year there certainly are some which 
require from teachers very careful study to adapt any part 
of them tothe comprehension of little children; but it is 








one of the wonders of the word that it can fill the soul of 
the profound philosopher, and enter into the heart and life 
of a little child. There is one important thing which unless 
learned in childhood is not likely to be ever learned at all; 
that we must believe some things which we cannot under- 
stand. If all children could be thus taught, the world would 
not be so full of skepticism to-day. 

In this lesson we must teach the power of God to give life 
to the dead, telling how God himself .taught the lesson to 
Ezekiel the prophet. We must remember the wise rule of 
leading the mind from the known to the unknown, and when 
we can do so, exercise the child’s power of observation, and 
thus awaken thought. To-day’s lesson may be divided thus: 
What God showed Ezekiel, and What was it meant to teach? 

Recall the name of the one who foretold the ruin of Tyre; 
who Ezekiel was, where he lived, among what people. To 
him God showed some of the strangest visions or sights he 
ever showed to any prophet; sometimes on the shore of the 
great river, sometimes in the wilderness. In our verses for 
to-day God by his Spirit took him to a still, lonely valley ; 
not a living thing was there, for it was the place of the dead. 
Not a beautiful cemetery, with green graves, and blooming 
roses, and shading trees, such as you have seen where per- 
haps you often go to the grave of some one you loved. 
This was a valley of unburied dead, for in open sight it was 
full of bones ; very many lying close together, and very dry, 
as if they had lain there a long time. He made the prophet 
pass by them, and see how many and how dry and dead they 
were. Then he asked him, Can these bones live?” 


Ezekiel did not then understand what God meant to teach 
him, nor did he know if God would choose to do anything 
with these bones bleached in the hot sun and drying wind; 
but he answered wisely, “O Lord God, thou knowest.’’ 
Then God told him to speak to those bones, and say, “O ye 
dry bones, hear the voice of the Lord.” “Behold, I will 
cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live; and I will 
lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live.” 
Ezekiel spoke to the bones as God told him; and while he 
spoke - there was a noise, he heard a rustling, he saw moving 
figures ; the dead bones began to rise up, the different parts 
of each body came together, then the sinews and cords and 
muscles came to hold the bones each in its usual place, flesh 
came upon them, skin covered them all; they looked like 
life, but they were still, there was no breath in them. Then 
God said to Ezekiel, “ Prophesy unto the wind, and say, 
Thus saith the Lord God, Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 

Ezekiel said the very words as he was commanded, the 
breath came upon them, they all lived and breathed and 
moved a great army. It was an old battle-field where men 
had fought and died, and lay unburied. But God, who made 
them, knew each one; his eye had watched each one of those 
dead bones, and his power could raise them up to show 
Ezekiel how he can make the dead alive again. 


Can you tell now what prophet saw that strange sight? 
What did he see? What did he tell the dry bones to hear? 
What was he told to say to the dry bones? What did he 
hear as he talked to them? What did he see? This is the 
strange vision of Ezekiel, and what God showed him of his 
power. There are some things which we see all the time, 
which if we had never seen before would be almost as 
strange. 

Can you tell how many green leaves are waving on the 
trees in the June sunshine to-day? What is that carpet of 
green all over the fields and hills? Where were those leaves 
and countless blades of grass last winter, when ice was on the 
trees, and snow all over the ground? Did not the branches 
and the trunks of the trees look like dead dry wood? Who 
clothed those bare branches, and covered the frozen fields 
with life ? 

As you are taught to-day when your teacher shows you a 
picture of the dead trees, and then you see them in all their 
summer beauty, so Ezekiel was taught by the picture or 
vision which God showed to him. 

What was meant by it? To show that God can make the 
dead alive. 

Do you know how he made light in the beginning ? There 
was darkness until he spoke the word, “ Let there be light.” 

When Jesus was on earth, did he ever raise the dead? 
What was the name of that only daughter, twelve years old, 
who was dead? When he took hold of her hand, what did 
he say? How long had Lazarus been dead when Jesus went 
to his grave, and told them to roll away the stone ? 

There was another time when he met a funeral just going 
out of the gate of a little city. Who was dead? What did 
Jesus say to him? Did he arise? 

Can you tell of anything God meant to teach Ezekiel, and 
the people of histime? It meant some things to them as 
Jews. They were slaves, living and working by the great 
river, far from their homes, and their once beautiful city in 
possession of their enemies, and in ruins. They said: “Our 
nation is dead, we are all lost and scattered.” But God told 
Ezekiel plainly that by this picture he would show them 
that they must know, if he could make dead bones live, he 
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could surely bring together all those scattered people and 
make them one living nation again. 

To us this teaches a great deal ; some things which even a 
little child can understand and remember. When hearts are 
so wicked that they do not care for God, or want to know 
him, they are said to be dead in sin. Even to such Jesus 
calls; and if they will only hear him, he will make those 
dead souls alive, and glowing with love to him. 

Jesus said plainly, “ He that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live.’ He told of a day that will 
surely come; he said, “'The hour is coming in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth.” 

Is not that like the vision Ezekiel saw? We cannot tell 
what persons those might have been, what they had done 
in the days of their life. But in that great day, all can see 
what has been the life on earth of those who rise from the 
grave; for he says, they that have done good shall rise 
unto life eternal, but they that have done evil, unto eternal 
death. Those who have served him shall stand on his right 
hand, and to them he will say, “Come, ye blessed of my 
Father.” But to those who have never loved him, who will 
stand on his left hand, he will say, “ Depart from me.” 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON, 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H, HALL, 


“The hand of the Lord” is entirely an oriental expresston, 
and so strongly so that in the present instance we are not 
forced to look at it merely as an anthropomorphic expression 
for the instrumental agency, or for the motive-power that 
carried the prophet out. “In the Spirit” of the Lord, in 
the next clause, would as exactly convey the meaning 
intended if it were rendered, as it might properly be, by “by 
the Spirit.” By looking along the margin of any Reference 
Bible it will be seen how often this oriental idiom of “the 
hand” of the Lord is neglected in our English version. 
Sometimes the expression is used where we should suppose 
that “the mouth” of the Lord would be more appropriate. 
The natural oriental view of the clause is, therefore, “the 
power of the Lord,” or, “the Spirit of the Lord was (or 
came) upon me.” The tautology of such a rendering, of 
course, forbids its use in the present case, if our translation 
is correct; but the idea of the two expressions is almost, if 
not quite, the same. It seems, however, that oriental style, 
as well the laws of the Hebrew language, require us to 
render, “ There came upon me the hand of Jehovah, and 
Jehovah brought me out in spirit,” etc. If this latter ren- 
dering be adopted, it would seem further to cut off all idea 
of any real action as portrayed in the lesson, and start at 
once with a view of the whole as a vision. However, it is 
doubtful whether an oriental reader of this lesson would 
ever think of anything but a vision: it belongs to matter-of- 
fact Occidentals to inquire into the details of the machinery. 
Among Orientals, none but certain classes of Jewish com- 
mentators, who strangely mix the literal with the visionary, 
would think of claiming that this passage narrated an actual 
resurrection of the slain; unless, perhaps, he were thinking 
of the application of magic. 

In the Syriac Peshito New Testament, and, “indeed, in 
most of the oriental versions, the same expression, “ the 
hand” of the Lord is used where we do not find any literal 
equivalent in the original Greek. “ By the hand of ” means 
generally nothing more than “by.” In English we have 
many such expanded expressions, whose use is thought by 
many to be more dignified, if not more forcible, than a 
simple preposition. We often meet the expression “by 
means of,” when “by” would do as well; and the phrases 
“through the medium of,” “through the agency of,’ and 
the like, when a simple preposition would do as well. 
However, this is not intended for criticism, but only for 
explaining the meaning and the oriental style of the prophet. 

“Valley,” in verse 2, stands for the same Hebrew word 
which in chapter 3 : 22, 23, is rendered “plain.” The same 
word is used in modern Arabic both as a common noun and 
asaproper name. It is the ordinary name for the great 
plain or depression between Lebanon and Antilebanon, in 
which lies the ruin of Baalbek, and which one must cross in 
going from the Mediterranean to Damascus. Whether the 
“valley” in the lesson had any actual location outside of 
the vision of the prophet, it is hard to say. 

“Dry bones,” in the East, are not an object of loathing and 
source of pollution as much as formerly. A dead body, until 
it is decayed, or any portion of the human frame as long as 
the flesh has not utterly returned to dust, is still an object 
of loathing and horror. But it is not so with the mere dry 
bones. They are no longer regarded as a part of a dead 
body, any more than a piece of ivory jewelry is regarded as 
part of a dead animal’s body, or than a pearl is regarded as 
part of a decayed oyster. The dry bones may be still lying 
in the shape of a skeleton, but no Oriental is afraid or 
shocked at the idea of rifling an ancient tomb; or scarcely of 
rifling a modern tomb, if the flesh has perfectly decayed. 
A Muslim cemetery still in use is a very hard place to disturb, 
it is true; and any attempt to disturb it would generally result 
in the death of the one attempting; but it is nevertheless 





the fact that “dry bones” are commonly considered to be a 
thing as far removed from any idea of the human body as is 
the dust into which the flesh molders, or the grass that 
springs from the soil that has been enriched with human 
slaughter. If such ideas had any prevalence in Ezekiel’s 
time, they may have added a little to the force of this 
chapter, overwhelming as it is otherwise. 

The word “ breath” in verse 6, and following verses, is the 
word so ambiguous in the several oriental languages, as well 
as in Greek and Latin. It sometimes means “ breath,” some- 
times “ wind,’ sometimes “spirit,” and sometimes even 
“life ;” though this last meaning never gives trouble. But 
Bible students are not all agreed as to the rendering in each 
case. Where our version has “ wind ” (in one case at least), 
many think “ spirit,” or rather, “Spirit” is the correct 
meaning; while in other places “wind” is to be preferred. 
It may make little difference whether we read of the crea- 
tion of Adam that God “ breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life,” or “ breathed into his nostrils the spirit of life ;” in 
either case Adam received both breath and_spirit, and “ man 
became a living soul.” The ambiguity in the word is an 
index of human ignorance of the whole subject, and of the 
necessary vagueness of human conceptions. “ Breathed,” 
as expressing God’s deed, can of course have only a figurative 
meaning, and is to be classed along with such phrases as 
“the hand of God.” 

In the present lesson, accordingly, it might be difficult to 
see why “spirit” would not be as good a rendering as 
“breath.” Indeed, the word is rendered by all three of 
these English words in the lesson; by “Spirit” in verse 1, 
and by “breath” and “ wind” in the rest of the verses. In 
verse 9 it seems as if the twice-mentioned “wind” should 
be “ breath” instead. 

“The four winds,” however, is another expression. That 
is an idiomatic expression equivalent in a measure to the 
Assyrian “the four regions,” but more strictly equivalent to 
our “ the four quarters of the globe,” or to “every point of 
the compass.” “Come from the four winds, O breath,” then 
means, “Come from every region under heaven, O breath ;” 
or, in the oriental interpretation of such phrases, “ Wherever 
thou art, O breath, come;” or, “ Whithersoever thou art 
gone, O breath, no matter how far or in what direction ; 
come.” 

“ Breathe upon” is just the expression used in Genesis 
2:7; and means “ breathe into” as well. 

To follow up all the orientalisms of this lesson would be 
to pass by many dry bones round about; at least they would 
be dry enough to most people; for most of the orientalisms 
pertain to the language and style. The whole picture is 
one that seems to spring naturally from an oriental imagi- 
nation; that is, the kind of eyes which God gave to oriental 
minds would be those before whom he would most fitly 
spread forth such a vision. Yet throughout the narrative 
the oriental quality is apparent in the style and diction, and 
that even in the translation. A “ noise’’ (Hebrew, “ voice”) 
and “shaking” from the Orient accompany the prophet’s 
prophesying, which show whence and where he had his life. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 
YE DRY BONES, YE DYING MEN, 
HEAR BELIEVE 
THE WORD OF THE LORD, 
AND YE SHALL LIVE. 
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TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A, G, TYNG. 


Object : an artificial rose. 

The lesson of the valley of dry bones, whether illustrating 
the restoration of the Jews, the resurrection of the body, or 
the life-giving power of the Spirit to Christians, brings before 
us the lesson of our golden text, that it is God’s spirit within 
that gives life to the Christian. Let me illustrate it: I hold 
in my hand an artificial rose; let us suppose it is so like a 
real rose that no one here can see the difference. Is ita 
rose? It is said that the Queen of Sheba, when she visited 
Solomon, brought two wreaths of roses, one real and one 
artificial, exactly alike, and desired to test his wisdom. 
Solomon ordered some bees to be brought in, and they rested 





on the real flowers. The secret sweetness of the honey was 
known tothem. A moral man may say be is as good as 
any Christiav, and the world may see no difference. There 
is the inward sweetness of the spirit known, to the Lord, and 
often to his true followers. 

During our war of the Revolution, there was a traitor and 
spy in one of our armies, who sent news to the enemy. 
A Scotchman was suspected. It was proved he went far into the 
woods at a certain hour every day. The evidence was 
against him. His answer was he went into the woods for a 
quiet place for prayer. The commander, to test him, ordered 
him shot, and when kneeling before a band of soldiers ready 
for the final shot, the officer told him he could have five 
minutes for prayer. He poured forth his soul to the Lord 
in such a sweet spirit of forgiveness and trust that the officer 
ordered him released, and said the man’s story wastrue. His 
prayer showed the honey of the spirit and the daily com- 
muning with God. 

Let me drop a little attar of roses on my artificial rose so 
its scent will fill this room. That will not make it a rose; 
so a reputation among men for active Christian works and 
acts will not make us Christians. I may take my rose to 
that wonderful rose-bush in France that bears thousands of 
flowers, and place it in the center, and join so carefully to 
the bush that you cannot detect it,—this would not make it a 
rose. I may have the highest office in the most perfect 
earthly church, and this would not make me a Christian. 

We go out by the side of a dusty road, and pick a flower 

growing in the hedge. It is a single rose covered with dust, 
its leaves half eaten off. It is, however, a living rose 
because it was connected with a living stem and root, life 
flowing from them to it. So if I am joined to Christ by 
faith, receiving life from him through prayer, I am a Chris- 
tian. 
The garden takes the single rose with its little beauty, 
and by care and cultivation produces all the varieties of 
roses we have. The Lord has his garden ; and planted there, 
watered by his Spirit, we grow in every variety of Christian 
grace and beauty. 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T, PEARCE, 


Verse 1.—By what resistless power was Ezekiel conveyed 
to the valley of dry bones? Name similar instances from 
the New Testament. (Matt. 4: 1; Acts 8:39; 2 Cor. 12: 
2-4.) Was Ezekiel an unwilling subject, or a victor over 
the flesh? (Ezek. 3: 14; 8: 3; Rom. 7: 21-23; Gal. 5: 
17,18.) To what dispensation belong the brightest visions? 
(1 Cor. 2:9, 10, 12.) How may we obtain them? (1 Cor. 
2: 14,15; Heb. 11: 1.) 

Verse 2.—How is the spiritual condition of the unre- 
generate revealed in this vision? What nation was especially 
symbolized ? (v. 11.) By what figure was spiritual resur- 
rection promised? (v. 12.) Does “very dry” indicate a 
long period of death or a total decay of hope? What 
period, or periods, of the nation’s history are presented in 
this vision? (Consider Rom. 11: 15, 25-27.) How does the 
first work in the reconstruction show the dismembered con- 
dition of the spiritually dead? (v. 7.) What parable reveals 
the mental and moral powers deranged by sin? ( Luke 15: 17.) 

Verses 3-6.—Who alone possesses the necessary knowledge 
and power to regenerate souls? How did Jesus declare the 
necessity and mystery of regeneration? (John 3: 5-8.) If 
formulated truth is the medium of life (Golden Text) why are 
not all saved to whom the gospel is preached? (John 6 : 64.) 
How can dry bones hear or dead souls believe? (John 
6:65.) If power to hear and believe is freely given to all 
who will accept, who is responsible for the loss of each 
soul? 

Verse 7.—Is human instrumentality absolutely essential 
in soul restoration? How and why was the fullness of truth 
incarnated? (John 1: 14, 29.) Is truth more effective 
presented in precept or illustrated in life? What first effect 
of truth upon the soul may be indicated by “a shaking” ? 

Verse 8.—Reorganization being complete, what more is 
wanting to functional activity? (Illustration, steam-engine. ) 
How has man succeeded in his efforts to supply this lack? 
In what creation, typical of the spiritual, is the same pro- 
cess observed ? (Gen. 2:7.) Who is the great Archetype? 
(1 Cor. 15: 45.) What difference of potential relation do a 
living soul and a quickening spirit sustain to the body ? 
(Consider 1 Cor. 15: 44-46.) 

Verses 9, 10.—F rom whence and with what result comes 
the Spirit of life? On what other occasions was his pres- 
ence described or indicated by wind? In what respects is 
it a fitting symbol? Why is he represented as proceeding 
from the four quarters? (Psa. 139: 7.) What knowledge 
shall result from the inbreathing of the Spirit? (verses 13, 
14; John 16: 13; Rom. 8: 15, 16.) Name some events 
whereby the resurrection was prefigured. (1 Kings 17; 22; 
2-Kings 4: 35; 18: 21.) What is the chief difference 
between them and this vision, figurative of regeneration? 
Does this interpretation of the doctrine of this vision pre- 
clude or contain the doctrine of the resurrection? (Jobn 
11; 25, 26.) 
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CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1879. 
Missouri, state, at Moberly 





Ohio, state, at Akron 
Pennsylvania, state, at Altoona 
California, state, be Yosemite 

at Monterey 
Towa, state, at Mason City 
Michigan, state, at Detroit 
Indiana, state, at Richmond 
Oregon, state, at Salem 
Kentucky, state, at Owensboro’ 
Central Tennessee, at Columbia, 
Vermont, state, at Burlington 
Rhode Island, state, at Providence 
Kansas, state, at Salina 
New Hampshire, state, at Haverhill 
New Jersey, state, at Elizabeth 


June 27-July 4 
June 10-12 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES, 


Yousmite Valley, Cal.,...ccncnccnccccccccsccessccne June 7-15 


I SO orcs pivateeirem icin ponene cnc anw June 27-July 4 
Cumberland Valley, Pa.,.......--..--.-....-. June 30-July 4 


Chautauqua 
EY SR tciccsnecsdsecscqunstiace Aug. 6-20 
TEES EEE PENS Tig cnds wens ccanuccecenss Aug. 17-25 


FOREIGN SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 


The chief interest of the May meeting of the Foreign 
Sunday-school Association centered arjund the yearly 
report of the Sunday-schools in Hungary drawn up and 
forwarded by the Rev. R. Koenig, pastor of the Free 
Scotch Church at Pesth, and general superintendent of 
all the Hungarian schools, which were started a few 
years ago by himself and Mr. Millard, during the visit of 
Mr. Morse of the Association. From this full and care- 
fully written report are condensed the following facts: 

The school in Presburg has been discontinued on 
account of “the removal of those who had charge of it 
to another field of labor, and the impossibility of getting 
their places supplied.” The school in Pesth “has had a 
considerable accession of teachers, which has rendered 
possible an increase in the number of classes, and given 
the teachers an opportunity of dealing more directly and 
closely with the children. The school is divided into 
twelve classes, and an infant department, in a separate 
room, for the younger children. The main school meets 
in the hall which before the opening of the new church 
was used for service, but which is not large enough prop- 
erly to accommodate the one hundred and eighty scholars 
who regularly assemble there. The lessons throughout 
the year have been from the New Testament; and the 
teachers, who find the Friday evening preparatory meet- 
ings exceedingly helpful, “rejoice at the knowledge of 
divine truth attained by these children, and believe that, 
under the influence of the divine Spirit, they will cleave 
to that Saviour whom they have been taught in the 
Sunday-school to know and love.” 

One hundred children are assembled every Sunday at 
the school in New Pesth, most of them of Roman 
Catholic parentage. Oa accountof the variety of lan- 
guages spoken, the instruction is given in both German 
and Hungarian. No sectarian teachings are attempted, 
and matters of church controversy are avoided. So 
successful has this course been in disarming opposition, 
that the priests with the simple admonition “not to 
forget their Catholic faith,” gave permission to the chil- 
dren to attend. So popular have the Sunday-school 
hymaus become that they are often sung in both Hunga- 
rian and German in the Roman Catholic schools. For 
some time a service for grown people has been held at 
the close of the Sunday-school. There is a steady 
attendance of thirty or forty, mostly Roman Catholics, 
the parents of tlre children. There being no other German 
service in the town “the people are very glad of an 
opp wtunity of hearing the word.” There is a Ladies’ 
C mgregational Association at Pesth which has been of 
great help in providing clothing for the poorer children, 
and arranging for the Christmas and summer festivals of 
both schools. 

Three Sunday-schools are reported in Transylvania ; 
the largest, at Klausenberg, is in a flourishing condition. 
The summer attendance is irregular, but after the vintage 
is over the attendance is good. Thirty-seven children, 
with their parents, attended at Christmas. There is great 





dearth of true gospel teaching in Transylvania. A Sun- 
day-school paper in the Hungarian language is much 
needed. These Sunday-school children take a lively 
interest in missions to the heathen, and collect money for 
the support of a child in India. There are seventeen 
children, some of them Jewish, in the school at Kron- 
stadt; but in Hermanstadt the attendance is not quite so 
regular, though twenty names are enrolled. In these 
latter places the differences between the few Christians, 
which have led to divisions, prove a hindrance to the 
success of the work. 

The other letters read at this meeting were much as 
usual, A new Spanish correspondent, Raffael Blanco, 
writes of a school at la Foutéra with a hundred and 
thirty scholars in regular attendance. Having only six 
teachers, however, he is not able properly to classify 
them. The Rev. G. B. De Sanctis complains of the slow 
progress of his Sunday-school building in Salerno, Italy ; 
the carpenters and painters having refused to work upon 
heretical chapels since the Pope’s letter, which threatened 
with excommunication all who do so. Two hundred and 
seven children have attended the Eiberfeld, Germany, 
Sunday-school during the winter; but théir superinten- 
dent, Miss Rosenthal, regrets that there are not so many 
conversions reported as there were two years ago. Mrs. 
Clasen superintends a school in Blackfurt, Germany, a 
town of ten thousand inhabitants, but with no church. 
She has also Bible readings at her house, which are 
attended by thirty or forty older scholars; two boys of 
thirteen have greatly distinguished themselves, and one 
has decided to be a missionary, Several schools are 
reported in Homburg, the largest contains three hundred 
scholars, A class of forty or fifty of these, by their con- 
sistent conduct, exercise a great influence over their com- 
panions. Mr. Mills, writing from Tung-Chow, China, 
reports the Sunday-school in that city, under the care 
of Dr. Perry, to have over a hundred scholars, and several 
teachers who hold regular teachers’-meetings. He also 
states that a committee in Pekin is at work, regularly 
translating the International Lessons, and that the Child’s 
Paper, largely assisted by the Foreign Sunday-school 
Association, is a great success. Another letter told of a 
Sunday-school in Cairo, Egypt, with a hundred and 
sixty-six scholars, most of them Mohammedan girls, who 
take their veils off in church, but put them on again 
before venturing into the street. A letter from Miss 
McNeal, of the Woman’s Union Missionary Association, 
while acknowledging money sent by the Association for 
the carrying on of the Sunday-school paper of which she 
is editor, gives an interesting account of the Japanese 
religion of Shinto, especially in Tokio, whither she has 
just gone to establish a new branch of the work. 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 
—The Rensselaer County (N. Y.) Sunday-school Union 


was organized in 1832, and celebrated its forty-seventh 
anniversary on May 11 and 12,at Greenbush. Mr. James 
L. Phillips, formerly a missionary in its employ, gave 
some reminiscences of his work; and other speakers 
were Mr. Lewis E. Gurley, its president, and the Revs. 
G. J. Brown, Edward Stratton, A. Waterbury, and R. H. 
Robinson. The corresponding secretary is Mr. James H. 
Kellogg, of Troy. 

—The Knox County (Tenn.) Sunday-school Convention 
met in the Methodist Episcopal Church at Corinth, on 
Friday and Saturday, May 2 and 3, and discussed several 
topics of practical interest. The Knoxville Chronicle 
says of it: “Altogether the convention was a signal 
success in every respect. It was the general remark that 
it was far in advance of anything of the kind ever before 
held in the county, and it marks a new era in the Sun- 
day-school work of Knox County.” 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 
—The third annual Sunday-school encampment at 
Lakeside, Ohio, will be held July 22-31, under the super- 
intendence of the Rev. B. T. Vincent. 


—The Sunday-school Parliament at Thousand Island 
Park, N. Y., will this year be held from August 17 to 
August 25. Documents and information may be obtained 
of the Rev. J. F. Dayan, Watertown, N. Y. 


—The Fayette County (Pa.) Sunday-school Union will | 


hold its thirteenth annual convention in Connellville, | jg other countries, and there is a disposition to inquire 


May 28, 29. A correspondent writes: “We expect a good 
convention ; we have several live Sunday-school men in 
Fayette County, and they are always on hand. President 
Hays, of Washington and Jefferson College, will be with 
us part of the time.” 

—The twenty-fourth annual convention of the New 
York State Sunday-school Association will be held in 
Kingston, on the Hudson River, commencing at 3 P. M., 





of Tuesday, June 3, and continuing through Wednesday 
and Thursday. The people of Kingston offer hospitalities 
to all delegates, and the hotels will enter'ain those who 
prefer at $1 per day. The usual courtesy of free returns 
on most of the railroads, and of half-fare excursion tickets 
on steamboats landing at Kingston, has been proffered. 
Delegates are requested to send their names to Mr. J. B, 
Causland of Rondout, secretary of the local committee, 
before May 31, that entertainment may be provided. 
Circulars and programmes can be obtained of county 
secretaries, and of Mr. Edward Danforth, state secretary, 
Elmira. Mr. Danforth writes: “The programme is unusu- 
ally attractive, and covers the most important questions 
of Sunday-school work. The firat afternoon will be 
devoted to reports from county officers and state district 
committees; Wednesday, to the ‘Work reviewed and 
recruited ;’ Thursday, to the ‘Work improved,’ and to 
methods of instruction, culture,” etc. An address will be 
delivered on Tuesday evening by Cyrus D. Foss, D.D., 
President of Wesleyan University; and on Wednesday 
evening by Wayland Hoyt, D.D., of Brooklyn. The Rev. 
Drs. C. S. Robinson and L. M. Miller, Mr. Franklin 
Allen, chairman of the International Executive Commit- 
tee, General Clinton B, Fish, and other well-known 
Sunday-school men, will discuss the various questions 
pert®ining to mission and associated Christian work, on 
Wednesday ; and the Rev. A. F. Schauffler, the Rev. J. L. 
Beman, Mr. John E. Searles, Jr., Professor A. R. Lewis, 
and others, the questions of instruction, training, and 
culture for workers and scholars, on Thursday. The 
state secretary will be able to report that every county 
in the state has held an auxiliary Sunday-school con- 
vention since the first of June last year. The work of 
the state association for the past year exceeds all pre- 
vious years in value, extent, and results, 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 


—In 90 schools (out of 230) reporting to the Ohio 
Congregational Conference, there were, last year, 632 
conversions reported, and 679 additions to the churches, 

—The Sunday-school of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Geneseo, N. Y., of which the Rev. J. E. Kittredge is 
pastor, has gained forty members within a year. A 
correspondent writes: ‘‘The numbers hold steadily; and 
not a prize or entertainment of any sort is offered.” 

—There are 19 city schools and 31 country schools in 
connection with the Presbytery of Cincinnati. These 
50 schools have 1,009 officers and teachers, and 10,228 
scholars, of whom 2,987 are in primary classes and 1,622 
in Bible classes. 1,299 scholars are church-members, 
of whom 239 joined the church during the year. The 
Sunday collections were $4,962.24, or 484 cents per scholar. 
The average expense per school was $87.78; per scholar, 
42 9-10 cents. 

—The mission school in Chicago which, under the 
name of “ Everybody’s Sunday-school,” has been main- 
tained for several years in Lower Farwell Hall, has now 
been taken under the care of the Y. M. C. A., and its 
assistant secretary, Mr. J. O. Huntington, appointed 
superintendent. This school meets from 3 to 4 o’clock 
every Sunday afternoon. Meetings for the boys are also 
held on Wednesday and Friday evenings, in which enter- 
tainment is combined with religious exercises. 


Y. M. C. A. 


—A recent circular of the executive committee of the 
Young Men’s Christian Associations of North America, 
issued in view of the biennial Young Men’s Christian 
Association convention at Baltimore, May 21-26, states 
that there are in this country 1,000 of the 2,400 associa- 
tions now in existence in different parts of the world. 
The circular adds: “The American group is not only the 
strongest in numbers, but in capital. They own already 
in 56 buildings, costing over $2,500,000. The annual 
expenses of these thousand societies amount to $400,000; 
and in over one hundred cities and towns of the United 
States and Canada, they employ a General Secretary to 
devote his whole time, as their executive officer, to work 
on behalf of the young men of the community. In all 
these respects the American societies have been steadily 
growing, notably during the past ten years. The power 
of their example and influence has been increasingly felt 


how far this work, so useful and aggressive here, can be 
reproduced in other lands for the benefit of young men, 
This inquiry- takes a tangible form this year in the 
appearance at Baltimore of the general secretary of the 
Geneva International Committee.” The circular speaks 
of some of the special enterprises now engaging the atten- 
tion of the associations in this country. These are work 
among railroad men; among college students; among 
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Germans; among commercial travelers; and among 
young colored men. Of the first two of these depart- 
ments of labor the circular says: “ Among the 800,000 
railroad men of this continent the associations have been 
organizing what is called railroad branches of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, composed of Christian rail- 
road men, until now at sixty-one railroad centers such 
organizations are at work, opening reading-rooms in 
stations, and fighting the vicious influences of the saloon 
and other demoralizing resorts, with every good influence 
that Christian men can exert. The railroad companies 
are taking an interest in this work ; and at seven of the 
points above referred to, these companies co-operate with 
their employees in securing the services of a competent 
man to superintend organizing and making effective this 
work, At Baltimore a large band of Christian railroad 
men will be present. A strong delegation of college 
students will also be present, for the methods and agencies 
of these societies are wonderfully adapted to students in 
our colleges ; and our Christian young men in these insti- 
tutions, under the lead of Princeton College, have been 
stirred and quickened by the college secretary of the 
International Committee to practical and useful effort on 
behalf of their fellow-students,” 


PERSONAL. 

—The Rev. E. M, Jerome, of Ansonia; Conn., is about 
to enter the domestic mission-field in that state, devoting 
himself particularly to the interests of the Baptist Sun- 
day-schools. Mr. Jerome has excellent qualities for this 
work in his earnestness, sincerity, and hearty interest in 
this cause. 


—Mr. Moody, having finished work in Baltimore, has 
gone to his home in Northfield, Mass., for the summer, 
preaching in Hartford and Springfield on the way. The 
Rev. T. J. Holmes, of Baltimore, writes to The Congrega- 
tionalist a hearty account of the influence exerted by Mr. 
Moody in that city. He concludes thus: “Of one thing 
we are sure: that there has been in our city a grand for- 
ward movement, all along the line; and now if there is in 
the future any serious reaction, if converts backslide and 
the churches go to sleep again, it will not be the fault of 
Mr. Moody and his winter's work.” 


—For twenty-four years Mr. George Coit—just deceased 
—was superintendent of the Sunday-school of the Second 
Congregational Church, Norwich, Conn. More than 
twenty years ago the editor of The Sunday School Times 
found there, under Mr. Coit’s management, one of the 
best equipped, and most satisfactorily conducted Sunday- 
schools in New England, and that school has retained its 
best features to the present time. Mr. Coit was always on 
the watch for improved methods of work, while he had 
sound sense and excellent taste in deciding what to 
adopt in his school. He put bis impress upon many 
who went out to do excellent service in other fields of 
Christian labor; and his memory is held in love and 
reverence by a multitude to-day. 





“BOOKS AND D WRITERS. 


PUBLICATIONS NS RECEIVED. 


{All publications received will be promptly noticed under this head. 
The interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice. ]} 


BOOKS. 

The Rise of the Dutch Republic ; a history. By John Lothrop Motley, 

D.C.L. (New edition.) 3 vols., 8vo, pp. ix, 579; ii, 582; 1i, 664. New 
York: Harper & Brothers. Price, $6.10 

Stories of the Old Dominion, from the settlement to the end of the 

Revolution. By John Esten Cooke. Illustrated. 12mo, pp. 337. 

The same. Price, $1.40. 


Spenser. By R. W. Church. (English Men of Letters.) 12mo, pp. vii, 
180. Thesame. Price, 75 cents. 

Robert Burns. By Principal Shairp. (E ane Men of Letters.) 12mo, 
pp. v, 205. Thesame. Price, 75 cents. 


An Illustrated Commentary on the Gospel a rare | to St. John. By 
Lyman Abbott, D.UL.) 4to, pp. 245. New York: A. 8S. Barnes & Co, 


Premillennial Essays of the Prophetic Conference, held in the Church 
of the Holy ha af New York. With an appendix of critical testi- 


monies. eae oe! Nathaniel West. 12mo, pp. 528. Chicago: F. H. 
Revell. Price, $2.00 

The Life and the Land of the Saviour, enthouticnliy portrayed by pen 
and pencil. Edward Eggieston, D.D.  Lllustrated from the 
famous designs of Alexandre Bida. 4to, pp. 3044. New York: Fords, 
Howard, & Hulbert. 

Hearing, and How to Keep It. By Charles H. Burnett, M.D. (Ameri- 
can Health Primers.) 18mo, pp. 152. Philadelphia: Lindsay & 
Blakiston. Price, 50 cents, 

Lessons of Trust. By L. B. E. 16mo, pp. 203. Boston: James H. Earle. 


Price, 75 cents. 
PAMPHLETS. 

The Four Georges. By Wiiliam Makepeace 

Half-Hour Series.) 32mo, pp. 205. New 

Price, 25 cents. 

That Artful Vicar. 


Thackeray 


(Harper's 
York: 


Harper & Brothers. 


By the author of “* The Member for Paris.” (Frank- 
lin square Library.) 4to, pp. 69. Thesame. Price, 15 cents. 
Under One Roof; an ep'sode in a family history. A novel. By James 
Payn. (Franklin Square Library.) 4to, pp. 45. The same. Price, 
15 cents. 
Eothen; or, Traces of Travel brought home from the East. By Alex- 


ander Witiam Kinglake, 
The same. Price, 10 cents. 


For a Dream’s Sake. A novel. By Mrs, Herbert Martin. 
Square Library.) 4to, pp. 54. Thesame. Price, 15 cents, 


Lady Lee’s Widowhood. A novel. By Captain Edward B, Hanley, R.A. 
(Franklin Square Library.) 4to, pp. 73. Thesame. Price, 15 cents. 


(Frankiin Square Library.) 4to, pp. 41. 


(Franklin 





A History of Our Own Times, from the accession of Queen Victoria to 
the Berlin 2 Fran By Justin McCarthy. Number 1, containing 


vols. 1 and 2 ranklin Square Library.) 4to, pp. 112. The same. 
Price, 20 cents. 

Emergencies; how to avoid them and how to meet them. Compiled by 
Burt G. Wilder, M.D. Illustrated. 18mo, pp. 36, New York: G, P, 
Putnam’s Sons. Price, 15 cents, 

MUSIC. 


Joy to the wee or, Sacred Songs for Gospel Meetings. By T. C. 
O'Kane, C, C. McC abe, and John R. Sweney, 16mo, Pp. 126. re 
cinnati: Hitchcock & Walden. Pricein cloth, $24 per hundred ; 
boards, $20 per hundred; in paper, $16 per hundred. 

Harvest Time Comes By and By. Soloorduet Words by Arthur W. 
French; music by Robert Chailoner. Cincinnati: George D. New- 
hall & Co. Price, 40 cents. 


The Old-fashioned Fireplace. Song and chorus. Words and music by 
Will S. Hays, Cincinnati: George D. Newhall &Co. Price, 40 cents, 


Except in plainest matters of faith, the debatable land 
just outside the boundary of such knowledge as comes by 
human observation, or by human testimony to such human 
observation, has not yet ceased to be fought over, and prob- 
ably will not for some time to come. The orthodox will vary 
in opinion according as they shape their interpretation of 
the divine testimony; while the rationalist goes so far as to 
endeavor to do away with competent testimony to super- 
human matters. One of the latest books that belongs to 
this middle region is Faith and Rationalism, by Professor 
George P. Fisher, of Yale. The occasion of the work was 
the preparation of an address to be delivered before the 
Princeton Theological School, out of which address this 
work grew; though the author states that the hospitality of 
his brethrert at Princeton does not render them in the least 
answerable for its contents. The title of the book strictly 
applies to the Princeton address; in full length as written, 
not shortened as in the delivery. To this is subjoined an 
appendix of much greater bulk, in seven chapters, on the 
teaching of theology on the moral basis of faith, the doctrine 
of nescience respecting God, the doctrine of evolution in its 
relation to the argument of design, the reasonableness of the 
Christian doctrine of prayer, Jesus not an enthusiast, and 
the moral and spiritual elements in the atonement. (16mo, 
cloth, pp. 188. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. Price, 
$1.25.) 


The searcher for good literature must not overlook the 
pamphlet issues of the day, which have not for years con- 
tained so much good reading as now. This remark applies 
particularly to sets like the Franklin Square Library and 
the Half-Hour Series of Harper & Brothers. Each has 
contained feeble issues, but many very cheap books of a high 
order of excellence. Of recent numbers athe Franklin 
Square Library we would specially note a reissue of A. W. 
Kinglake’s Eothen (price, 10 cents); and the first (and a very 
liberal) installment of Justin McCarthy’s History of our Own 
Times (price, 20 cents). In the Half-Hour Series appears 
Thackeray’s Four Georges (price, 25 cents). Another con- 
venient pamphlet, recently issued, is Emergencies ; How to 
Avoid Them and How to Meet Them, by Dr. Burt G. 
Wilder. It is published by G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York. 
(Price, 15 cents.) 


The famous New Testament illustrations of the French 
artist Alexandre Bida form the chief attraction of the large 
and brilliant volume entitled The Life and the Land of the 
Saviour. The designs are in reduced woodcuts, by the 
German artist Brend’amour, and, as a rule, adequately repre- 
sent the steel impressions of the very costly Paris edition. 
The accompanying text consists of a new harmony of the 
Gospels, arranged in an unbroken narrative, by topics, by 
Dr. Edward Eggleston. There are also smaller illustrations, 
and fine head and tail pieces and initial letters. The stereo- 
type plates were very carefully made, some years since, at 
the Cambridge (Mass.) University Press. The work is now 
to be issued serially, in thirteen parts, of 24 pages each, at 
50 cents a part. (4to, cloth, pp. 304. New York: Fords, 
Howard, & Hulbert.) 


The attention of readers in general, and especially of 
persons having the choice of purchases for public libraries, 
or of reading in the home circle, should be called to the 
instructive character, the readable style, the mechanical 
beauty, and the praiseworthy cheapness, of the noteworthy 
series of books now being published by Harper & Brothers 
under the title of English Men of Letters. Save Dr. 
Symonds’ whitewashing biography of Shelley, and Pro- 
fessor Huxley’s dull and irreligious life of Hume, the whole 
library merits little but the heartiest praise. Bookbuyers’ 
money is not likely to be better spent than in its purchase. 
The two last volumes are Spenser, by Dean R. W. Church; 
and Robert Burns, by Principal J. C. Shairp. (Each 12mo, 
cloth. Price, 75 cents.) 

Some years ago an American author wrote a book entitled 
“Glimpses of History.” The idea was a good one, for 
history can, to a certain extent, be profitably studied by 
learning about its episodes or incidents. This plan of pre- 
senting historical or biographical facts has now been pursued 
once more in the twenty-one chapters of Mr. John Esten 
Cooke’s Stories of the Old Dominion. The stories are very well 
told, and the volume is a good one to put into the hands of 
an intelligent boy. He will find that some passages in our 





own national history are not surpassed in interest by the 
old-world stories with which he is familiar. The book is 
fully illustrated and handsomely produced. (12mo, cloth, 
pp. 337. New York: Harper.& Brothers. Price, $1.50.) 

The work of the late Mrs. Emily Bliss Gould, in the 
bodily and spiritual care of children in Italy, is well known 
in this country, where her warm friends were many, and 
whence her enterprises have received and still receive most 
cordial support. A public awaits, therefore, the handsome 
volume appropriately entitled, A Life Worth Living: Memo- 
rials of Emily Bliss Gould. The book has been edited by 
the Rey. Leonard Woolsey Bacon, and is made up, mainly, 
of extracts from Mrs. Gould’s own letters and journals, 
chronologically presented and duly connected. It is a noble 
record of one woman’s Christian work. (12mo, cloth, pp. 
ii, 284. New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co. Price, 
$1.50.) 


A series of popular hygienic hand-books, under the title 
of “American Health Primers,” has been projected It 
will be under the peculiarly competent general editorship of 
Dr. W. W. Keen, and will be written, for the most part, by 
well-known Philadelphia physicians. The initial volume is 
excellently done, and promises a series of value. Its subject 
is, Hearing, and How to Keep It, and its author Dr. Charles 
H. Burnett. The book is a little larger than the recent 
“health primers” of English authorship, is more neatly 
produced, and has much more practical value. The pur- 
chaser will do well to discriminate carefully between these 
two sets of books. (18mo, cloth, illustrated, pp. 152. Price, 
50 cents.) 


The papers read at last year’s “Prophetic Conference” 
in New York were, for the most part, prepared with much 
care, and represent painstaking study on the part of their 
writers. Asa contribution to the theological literature of 
the time they therefore have more than a passing value, and 
have properly been collected into a stout volume entitled 
Premillennial Essays. The book represents sixteen writers, 
and is put forth under the general editorship of one of their 
number, the Rey. Dr. Nathaniel West, of Cincinnati. 
Nowhere else can so large a body of information on this 
subject be obtained, in such a compact form. (12mo, cloth, 
pp. 528. Chicago: F. H. Revell. Saige. $2.00.) 


The duty of Christian trust is enforced in plain and 
direct language, and with the aid of illustrations in prose 
and verse, in a neat little book called Lessons of Trust, by 
L. B. E. The fourteen divisions of the book, all under the 
general subject of trusting, are as follows: Trusting in the 
dark; in times of sorrow; for wisdom; for guidance; in 
time of temptation; our Father’s care; for salvation; our 
friends with Jesus; our work with Jesus; to know our 
hearts; man’s agency with God; in little things; 
abounding grace; all with Jesus. 
Boston: James H. Earle. 


for 
(18mo, cloth, pp. 203. 
Price, 75 cents.) 


A pleasantly written story for boys and girls between ten 
and fifteen, written by Mrs. Emily Hartley, is entitled Odd 
Moments of the Willoughby Boys. It has little unity of plans, 
and the chapters go on in a rambling fashion; but they 
have considerable interest for young readers, to whom they 
teach lessons of diligence and loveof learning. (16mo, cloth, 
illustrated, pp. 228. Philadelphia: American Sunday School 
Union.) 


LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


Under the title of The Mission Band Hymnal, Miss E. 8, 
Coles, of Scotch Plains, N. J., has put forth an excellent little 
volume of hymns for “members of mission bands, helpers 
in the good work of publishing the gospel to every creature.” 
Seventy-nine hymns are presented, old and new, familiar and 
unfamiliar. They are of a higher average quality than 
those usually offered in inexpensive little handbooks like 
this, and yet are suitable for practical use in mission work. 
The hymns are printed without music, but the name of some 
well-known tune is prefixed to each. The book contains 84 
pages, is prettily printed for the author, by L. J. Hardham, 
of Newark, N. J., and is sold at cost price,—twenty-five 
cents in cloth, or fifteen cents in mee covers. 

> 

Paul H. Hayne, the poet, will be fifty years old next New 
Year’s, and his friends, North and South, propose to cele- 
brate that anniversary by the issue of a subscription edition 
of his complete poetical works, in a single illustrated quarto 
volume of handsome execution. Mr. Hayne, though at 
present suffering from serious illness, is now engaged in 
revising his works for this volume, which will include his 
five previous books of song, and many new poems. The sale 
of the edition will be solely for the poet’s benefit, and he will! 
receive all profits, instead of the usual percentage of the 
retail price. This first complete edition of the works of him 
who must be called, on the whole, the first of Southern poets, 
will be a real addition to American literary resources. The 
care of the issue of the volume has been undertaken by Colonel 
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John G. James, of the Texas Military Insti- 
tute, Austin, Texas, to whom subscribers’ 
names may be sent. Payment is to be made 
on delivery, at $3.50 a volume in cloth, 
$6.00 in half calf or morocco, or $10.00 in 
Turkey morocoo. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the circulation of 
The Sunday School Times is given each week. 
The regular edition this week or subscribers 
is 27,700 copies. A large extra edition is 
also printed for special use. Advertisers are 
free to examine the subscription list at any 
time, The uniform advertising rate for ordi- 
nary advertisements 15 cents per agate line 
for each and every insertion, 


Free.—The Labor of Love and Food 
for the Lambs to any Sunday-school 
superintendent THREE MONTHS, Send 
your name to the publisher, Edwin A. 
Wilson, Springfield, Dlinois, 

Horace Waters & Sons, 40 East Four- 
teenth Street; New York, wish to inform 
poor churches and Sunday-schools that 
they will furnish them with organs or 
Sunday-school books at lower prices than 
ever before offered. 


The report of the proceedings of the 23d 
International Y. M. C. A. Convention will 
appear in the June 1 issue of the Y. M. 
©. A. Watchman. Copies sent to any ad- 
dress on receipt of five cents each. Ad- 
dress the publisher, F. H. Revell, Chicago. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


30,000 Borries SoLpD IN ONK MonTH of “Van 
Stan’s Stratena.” Why? It mends everything—all 
who bay once buy again. A household necessity. 
Sold by druggists and other dealers. 


‘ KANTNan's Book of Quects for ‘children. ~ Over 
engrav ce, $1. Lee er, 1113 
Ghestnut Street, Philadeiphia, 


I EVELL’S classified reference catalogue of 8. 8, 
ipplies free to any address. F. H. Revell. Chicago 





(jARRicuES BROS., Phila., Pa., 5. 8. Supplies, 
New Catal free. 








_ Use Brown’s Bronchial Troches. eee a 
Beatty's Celebrated Pianos & Organs, Washington,N.J. 
li Cent Zephyr. Finn, Seventh and Arch, Phila. 
Readthe NEW YORK SUN. }”»&»&»©© 
Rob’t Carter & Bros., Publishers, 530 Broadway, N. Y 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON, Springfield, Mass. 
SUBSCRIBE FOR LITTELL’S LIVING AGE. _ 
Collins’ Paragraph Testament. 414 Broadway, N. Y. 
GIRLS 5 nice perforated mottoes, for fancy work, 
postpaid for 10c. JW. Russell, Newton, Mass 
CHECK SYSTEM LIBRARY REGISTER. 
Prices of this valuable System, used by near 3,000 
schools, distributing about 125,000 books, has been re- 
duced. Send for New Circular. 
GARRIGU ES BROTHERS, Philadelphia, Pa. 
CFF; BON MAROHE” for Millinery & Fan 
/ Goods, 43 N. 8th Street. Phila. Goods sent by 








48F ne Autograph Album for lic. Illustrated with 
4 Birds, Ferns, Scrolls, etc., 6 for 60c. 46 quotations 
given free with each. J. F. INGALLS, Lynn, Mass, 
APTED: First-class short New England stories; 
réiigious and other serious poems; brief and 
interesting general prose articles. Address EK. K. 
Champlin, Westerly, R. 1. 


N EW WALL MAPS for Sunday-schools, Mis- 
4 sionary meetings, Normal classes, etc. 
Circulars free. A. O. VAN LENNEP, Montclair, N. J. 
IBLE THUMB-KEYS. Best helps in cemeg, ref- 
erences. sent for 25 cents. Stamps taken. Rev. 
W. 8B. SLY, Frank fort, Mich. : 
YEND tor Uatalogue of Sunday-school Books and 
Papers 


biished by the American Sunday Schoo) 
Unten. No (hoatnnt Street. Philadelphia 


ALL MAP D 


WESTERN ASIA, and large Map of 

Ancient Jerusalem, 36x48 TMustrates 

the International 8S. 8. Lessons, early 

Old ‘Testament History, showing Syria, 

Palestine, Armenia, Assyria, Regions of 

Babylon, Nineveh, Susa, Ararat. Rivers, 

Tigris, Euphrates, etc; giving Bible, ancient and mod. 
ern names; doubtful locations so designated; Illus- 
trates the captivity of the Jews, together with a map 
of ancient Jerusalem to illustrate the building of 
the second Temple. Large bold letters, easily read 
ata distance, 


Superior to any issued of this cheapest and best 
series S.S. Maps. Sent prepaid on receipt ofprice 
Fine White Muslin, Countries colored, only... 
White Paper mt’d on Rollers, Countries col’d. 3.00 
With Spring Roller, same as above...... os ec.es 6.00 

Don’t fail to order International 8.8. Map D. 

A, H, EILERS Publishing Co., 


29338 Thomas St., St. Louis, Mo, 


USE A BINDER. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies ot 
The Times in good condition, and have them 
at hand for reference, should use a binder. 
We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, 
ee binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, 

alfleather, for $1.50. These binders have 
been made expressly for The Times, and are 
of the best manufacture. The papers can be 
ee in the binder week by week, thus 

eeping the file complete. A. tng 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 





St. Nicholas for June, 


THE MONTH OF ROSES. 


This number is blossoming with splendid 
things “for all children from five to eighty- 
five,” as the Christian Union once said of the 
contents of this magazine. There are pictures 
and poems, rhymes and riddles, both tender and 
funny. A capital short story is contributed by 

LOUISA M. ALCOTT; 
There is a quaint account of a negro boy named 


“ Bossy Ananias;” a valuable biographical 
article on 
ANNA LETITIA BARBAULD, 

The author of so many juvenile books ; a charm- 
ing article descriptive of Greenwich, England, 
“ Longitude Naught;” a story of Pennsylvania 
German life; a fairy story by Howard Pyle; 
an incident in the life of FRANCOIS RuDE, the 
famous French sculptor ; “ How a Comet Strack 
the Earth;” a tender and very real story by 
Sarah Winter Kellogg; the two serials, for 
girls, by Susan Coolidge, and Frank R. Stock- 
ton’s story of adventure for boys; and many 
bright and entertaining bits of humor of the 
sort that has made Br. NICHOLAS famous 
wherever there are English-speaking children. 
Subscription price, $3.00 a year; 25 cents a 
number. Sold everywhere by book and news 

dealers, or sent on receipt of price, by 


SCRIBNER & Co., New York. 


BY THE AUTHOR OF THE 
“WIDE, WIDE WORLD.” 


MY DESIRE. 


A TALE. 


12mo, 629 pages, - - - - $1.75. 


“ Polly Bininger is a character with her ‘ Nice 
spring chickens, jes’ right for brilin’,’ and Mrs. 
Deacon Sadler, who says to Desire, when the lat- 
ter comes to her help at the time her seven chil- 
dren, all under twelve, are down with the mea- 
sles, ‘I'd just as lieves have you as the angel 
Gabriel.’ Nor are there many betier characters 
than good, kind Deacon Parsons, who, when 
asked what a sunny day in April made him 
think of, replied, ‘It’s good for the pastur ; 
that’s what I think?” 


Tessa Wadsworth's Discipline, 


By Jennie M. Drinkwater. @2mo, $1.50. 


“ Tt is along while since we have read a story 
which is more thoroughly satisfactory in every 
respect than this. To be swre it is only a love- 
story, but it is a love-story of a very high order, 
and one to be thoroughly endorsed.” 

Christian Intelligencer. 
What is Your Life? Aitken 
Six Days of Creation. i 
Life of Pennefather 
Palms of Elim. 
Rev. W. A. Butler. Sermons, 2 v.- 2! 
— — Ancient Philosophy--.. 2 
Our Life Day. Saphir 1 
Pointed Papers. Cuyler 
Henry’s Commentary. 5 vols., clo.. 15 
President Edwards’s Works- -.--.-- 6 
Bel-Marjory. Meade 1 
The Wicket Gate. Rev. W. W. New=- 
ton 
King in His Beauty 1 
Saved at Sea. By the author of “ Chris- 
tie’s Old Organ.” 


*,* Any of the above sent by mail, postage prepaid, 
on receipt of the price. 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 
___530 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


“TEACHERS’ BIBLES.” 


“The Sunday School Times” says: 

*¢ The American Tract Society Bibles 
have a good assortment of Helps, and 
their BEST BINDINGS ARE HARD- 
LY EQUALED ELSEWHERE.” 


ANY of our kid-lined books can be BENT 
BACK until the SIDES OF THE BACK 
TOUCH, without any injury. 
—TEST ALL KID-LINED BOO 

PRICES, $5 to $15. 


American Tract Society, 


150 Nassau St., New York; 23 Franklin St., 
Boston; 1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia; 75 
State St., Rochester ; 50 Madison St., Chicago; 
757 Market St., San Francisco. 
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In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publisher, as well as the adver- 
biser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times, 





OPINION OF SCHOLARS 


Oratory and Orators. 


BY PROF. WILLIAM MATHEWS, LL.D. 
1 vol., 456 pages. 12mo. Cloth. Price, $2. 


From J. L. CHAMBERLAIN, LL.D., 

President of Bowdoin College.—It is a book of remarka- 
ble interest, as valuable for its sound criticism and 
stirring, practical suggestions as it is fascinating in 
matter and style. I do not know anything equal to 
it in the field it covers. 


From E. D. SANBORN, LL.D., 


Professor of Oratory and Belles Lettres, Dartmouth 
College.—_Mr. Mathews has made an exhaustive 
analysis of the subject, and described with fullness 
every attribute of a perfect orator. He abounds in 
historical illustrations and anecdotes of the most 
illustrious speakers of all ages. The book is a store- 
house of interesting facts, an encyclopedia of infor- 
mation useful to the learner, teacher, and statesman. 
As a writer of interesting and instructive essays, Mr. 
Mathews has no peer in our country. 


From NOAH PORTER, D.D., LL.D., 
President of Yale College.—It is an inspiriting and 
encouraging, as weil as a faithful, instruction book 
for all students, especially for all who expect to in- 
fluence their fellow-men by public speech. 


From E, 0. HAVEN, D.D., LL.D., 


Chancellor of Syracuse University.—This condensed 
and charming book has, itself, one of the highest 
qualities of a perfect oration, it commands attention 
trom the beginning to the end, It is exceedingly 
instructive and interesting. 


From HOWARD CROSBY, D.D., LL.D., 
Chancellor of the University of the City of New York.— 
This is a popular book. sparkling with anecdote, and 
conveying the true doctrine concerning oratory and 
oratorical culture in the most admirable way. The 
style is lively and forcible, the matter is almost en- 
cyclopzedic; and while the book is a charming one 
for any reader, it might also be profitably used in 
every educational institute as a text-book, 

From M. B. ANDERSON, LL.D. 

President of Rochester University.—Dr. Mathews’s 
knowledge of Literary History is superior to that of 
almost ail the men I have ever met with. His ca 
pacity for idiomatic and racy oy is equal to 
the variety of his knowledge. The volume of Ora- 
tory will be found useful and interesting, not only to 
public speakers. but to the general reader. It will 
add to the high reputation which his other works 
have so justly given to the autnor., 


BY THE SAME AUTHOR: 


GETTING ON IN THE WORLD 

THE GREAT CONVERSERS, .... . 
WORDS: THEIR USE AND ABUSE,. . 
HOURS WITH MEN AND BOOKS, . 
“MONDAY CHATS,”..,. + «> 


“ Were a young friend to ask an outline of a 
brief course of unprofessional reading, we 
should not hesitate to name these works of 
Prof. Mathews. His works embrace a general 
review of the whole field of literary criticism, 
history, and poetry.’”? — Church’s Musical 
Visitor, Cincinnati. 

“ His writings, without exception, are useful, do 
good, increase culture, arouse thought, ambi- 
tion and energy.”’—New York School Journal. 


Sold by all Booksellers, or will be sent, pre- 
paid, on receipt of price, by the publishers, 


_S. C. GRIGGS & CO. Chicago, 
GET THE BEST. 


THE “OXFORD” 
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EAGHERS’ BIBLES. 
IN SEVEN DIFFERENT SIZES. 

AT PRICES FROM $1.50 UPWARDS. 
Apply to your bookseller for lists, or write to 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 

No. 42 Bleecker Street, New York. 
A NEW BOOK. 


JUST ONE DAY! 


“My heroine who may be found in 
nearly every home in the world.” 
16mo, extra cloth, $1.00. 


GEORGE LOCKWOOD, Publisher, 


812 Broadway, New York. 


SOMETHING NEW. 
TOMLINSON’S IMPROVED 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL RECORD 


For schools of 25 classes or less. Price, only 75c. 


TOMLINSON’S IMPROVED 
Sunday-school Minute Book, 


SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS. 
Just issued and sent by mail on receipt of price, by 


JOHN H. TOMLINSON, publisher of Sunday-school 
Requisites, 50 Madison St., Chicago, [11. 


ESTABLISHED 1853. 








Comprehensive 
uo. Commentary 


READY. 

THis Gregat WorK includes the Commentaries of 
JAMIESON, FaussetT, Brown. HENRY, and Socort, in 
combination with the entire Text of the Bible Initt 
the full Bible Text and the Combined Notes are always 
before the reader, thus enabling him to know the exact 
imegning of a passage, without so much as turning a 
leaf. It contains over 50,000 PARALLEL PASSAGES 
printed in full at the side of the Text, and 1s magnifi- 
cently illustrated with fine engravings, and new Maps 
and Plans based on the latest biblical researches. 

It is Undenominational, Portable, Practical and 
Cheap. Its unique Plan, enormous amount of matter, 
and handy arrangement, render it at once far superior 
to any other Commentary. No 8.8. Superintendent, 
Teacher, Scholar, or Reader of the Bible, can afford to 
be without this handy, complete, practical, and effi- 
cient help, which has no equai for a fuil interpretation 
of the Text, and which contains both Texts and Notes 
together. undreds of Sunday-school workers can 
testify to its value. It is published in PORTABLE 

; adapted for class or hand use, and also 
yles. 

Are ro oe Ks getting a Commentary? Buy 
oa BEST.” is is endorsed as “THE BEST 
by the most eminent Biblical Scholars. Write to us 
for circulars giving full information. First-class agents 
wanted. Address, 

A. D. WORTHINGTON & CO., 
Publishers, Hartford, Conn. 


The Scholars’ Quarterly. 


Has your school or class ever tried The Scholars’ 
Quarterly? Sunday-schools of all denominations 
be een ey the country are now using it. In many 
schools it has entirely taken the place of the ordinary 
question books and lesson leaves. In addition to the 
text of the lesson together with the home readings, 
marginal references, and carefully prepared notes 
and questions, it contains handsome colored maps, 
— pictorial illustrations, Bible dictionary pages, 
review exercises, opening and closing exercises, and 
appropriate familiar hymns. In all a 44-page book 
bound in a strung paper cover. 

WHAT IT COSTS. The price is 25 cents a year or $25 
for a hundred copies a year. Toenable schools having 
little money to use it, it will be sent for three months 
at atime at the yearly rate. To supply 4 class costs, 
for example: five scholars, one year, $1.25; three 
months, 35 cents: for ten scholars, one year, $2.50; 
three months, 63 cents. 

Every one familiar with The Scholars’ Quarterly 
says it is wonderfully cheap for what it furnishes. 
A poorer thing could, of course, be made for less 
money, but the t is the cheapest, and teachers and 
scholars are willing to pay for a really good ~~ it 

rmit to try it. The success of The 

Scholars’ Quarterly has caused many publishers of 

Sunday-school lesson helps to issue quarterlies of one 

kird or another. The Scholars’ Quarterly described 

above is published only at the office of The Sunday 

School Times. Send seven cents for a specimen copy. 
Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


<nsigsipiatiatinen sp et a , FOeee. 
A WORK OF GREAT VALUE 
To Every Reader and Student of the Bible. 


The Englishman's Critical and Lxpositery 


BIBLE CYCLOPADIA. 


BY THE REV. A, R. FAUSSET, A. M., 


Vicar of St. Cuthbert’s, York, England. and joint 
author of the “ Critical and Experimental 
Commentary.” 


With more than Siz Hundred Illustrative Wood- 
cuts from Photographs, Coins, Sculptures, etc. 


Published in Parts. Price, 25 cents per part, or $4.00, 
complete in sixteen parts. Making one elegant 
quarto volume of over 750 pages. 


Price, Cloth, $5.00. Library Sheep, $6.00. 
Half Turkey, $7.00. 


The aim of this work is to put within the reach of all 
Bible Students, learned and unlearned alike, the fruits 
of the latest moderna criticism and research, and at the 
same time set forth briefly and suggestively those doc- 
trinal and experimental truths which the written word 
itself contains. 

It is a storehouse of scriptural information in a most 
com tand accessible form ; its alphabetical arrange- 
ment fitting it for easy reference by Teachers and 
Students who have not the leisure or opportunity for 
more extended research. 


SoLD By SUBSCRIPTION. 
AGENTS AND CANVASSERS WANTED. 
Full information and circulars furnished upon appli- 
cation. Address 
J.B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., Publishers, 
715 and 717 Market Street, Philadelphia. 


Illustrated Temperance Tales: 


For Sabbath Schools or general distribution. 


A large 
ry e paper, same size 


e as our popular s. 8. paper, 
he og ten Very valuable as a tract paper. 

Issued monthly, beginning with January, 1879, and 
ma subscribed for, for Sabbath Schools or general 
distribution. at the rates given below; or, 

Being issued in numbers, can be ordered in any 

uantity of any one or more issues, for special occa- 
sional use. 

Iliustrated with large fine Engravings, and contain- 
ing the very best Stories and Incidents to be obtained, 
we believe this new periodical will supply a felt need. 

TERMS, POST-PAID. 
8 Months. 6 Months. 
10 copies to one address, $ 40 $ 70 
25 “ “ ir 85 1 75 
50 = ™ - 1 75 3 50 
100 - = Me 3 50 6 75 
Or any single issue, postpaid, per 100, $1.15. 
SPECIMEN COPIES FREE, SEND FOR THEM. 


F. H. REVELL, Publisher, 
148 & 150 Madison St., Chicago. 


WANTED. 


50 men in different sections of the country to learn 
how to sell my Object-Teaching Bible, and after six 
months’ experience to manage a general agency and 
hire and teach others to sell it. Dr. J. H. Vincent says 
in 8S. 8. Journal, that “ It is not equaled as a teaching 
Bible in all the world of Bibles.” I wish men of great 
energy and ability, and will pay such men, when 
competent to handle men, from $1,500 to $3,000 a 
year, Give age and experience in full. Send this. 

W. J. HOLLAND, Springfield, Mass. 
se the Order of Service, found in The Scholars’ 
Issued 


° in leafiet form at 75 cents per 
hundred, No extra charge for postage. 


1 Year. 
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6th EDITION. 
19th Thousand ready this day of 


A FACE ILLUMINED, 


By E. P. ROE, large 12mo, $1.50. 


The 19th thousand of the 
latest work by this popular 
writer has been reached within 
six months after its publicativn. 


DODD, MEAD & COMPANY 


New S. S. Books. 


SIX MONTHS AT MRS. PRIOR’S. 
EMILY ADAMS. 16mo. Ill. $1.25. 
“A sweet aeery ot womanly tact combined with 
Christian trust. e cannot have too many books of 


this kind in the family or Sunday school.”—Rev. He- 
man Lincoln, D.D. 


YENSIE WALTON. By Mrs.S. R. Gra- 
HAM CLARK. 12mo. III. $1.50. 

A story of great power, and of sufficient interest 
hold the attention of the most careless read 
the story is subordinate to the moral aim. 
addition to 8S. S. Literature. Boston : 
& Co. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 


Anglo-American Bible Revision, 


. CLOTH. FLEXIBLE. 75 CTS. NET. 
This is one of the most important volumes which 
have ever issued from the American press: important 
because it treats of the most important of all volumes 
—the Bible. Here we have the reasons for the New 
Revision, and an ex tion of the principles by which 
the Revisers are = fied. It contains nineteen papers 

in this work. 

NDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
No, 1122 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


ICTURES 
ALESTINE. 


Over 100 Quarto Plates, engraved in Germany from 
designs made in Palestine by a Christian Jew of 
France, and superbly printed in Cambridge, to illus- 
trate a New Work by an American Scholar. 

“For the first time we have a truthful, artistic illus- 
tration of our Lord's life.”’"— Bishop Kip. 

* There have been no such illustrations of the Bible 
till now.’’—New York Times. 

“Tn the bighest test of all, Bida has outdone all other 
artists.” —Christian Union. 


Intelligent persons of large church acquaintance 
wanted to take orders Three enterprising men have 
secured 2900 subscriptions for it. Address 


FORDS, HOWARD, & HULBERT, NEw YorK. 
Christian Workers. 


I OFFER Two DOLLARS’ WORTH OF VALU- 
ABLE MATERIAL FOR ONE DOLLAR. The 
list is as follows: 

Three Hundred Religious Anecdotes and Illustra- 
tions, Five Hundred Bible Readings, One Hundred 
and Ninety Important Texts for Christian Workers, 
Twelve B.ble Verse Indicators, Ten Interesting Nar- 
ratives by Rev. George F. Pentecost, Rev. George C. 
Needham, Mrs. Jane D. Chaplin, and others, Moody’s 
Revised Addresses, and How to Study the Bible. 


EBEN. SHUTE, 
52 Bromfield Street, Boston. 


al 
WANTED: 

A good business man in each state to hire and train 
ageuts to sell Dr. Naphey’s Counsels to Man and 
Woman. This isa book of 800 pages, and sells for only 
$2 00. Cheapest and best book on these subjects. 
I will pay from $1,000 to $1,5% to men who show ability 
to sell or train agents after three month experience. 

Give age and experience in business. Send this. 

W. G. HOLLAND, 
Springfield Man 
AGENTS WANTED for the 


WoRK DAYS OF GOD, 


BY PROF. HERBERT W. MORRIS, A. M., D. D. 

The Grand History of the WoRLD BEFORE ADAM. 
Its dateless origin, thrilling and mysterious changes in 
benoming a fit abode for man. The beauties, wonders 
and realities of PLAN asshown by SCIENCE. So plain, 
clear and easily understood that all read it with 
delight. Strongest commendations. Send forcircular 
and extra terms. da 





By 


to 
er. Yet 
A valuable 
D, Lothrop 





J. GO. MeCURDY @ CO.. Philadelphia. 





THE LITTLE FOLKS’ LIBRARY, 


Illustrated with 1,300 engravings. 50 volumes. Net price to Sunday-schools, $8. 


NATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY, NO. 1. 





100 illustrated volnmes. 
numbered. 
bility and fitness. 


18mo. 


Net price to Sunday-schoo!ls, $25. 





Containing 13,140 pages, uniformly bound in muslin, with gilt stamp, and 
he selection is believed to be the very best and cheapest ever issued, ye? cheapness, dura- 
50 Catalogues are supplied with each Li 


rary. 


GRAND CHEAP LIBRARY, NO. 1. 


50 choice illustrated volumes, large 16mo, containing over 12,000 printed pages. Bound in muslin. 


only $20.80. And uniform with the above. 


Net price, 


GRAND CHEAP LIBRARY, NO. 2. 


560 volumes, containing over 12,200 printed pages. Net price, only $22.40. 








All the volumes in these Libraries are valuable and instructive, and are profusely illustrated with large 
full-page engravings, and many of the smaller size, the two Libraries combined making a valuable addition to 


a Sunday-school Library of 106 choice books for only $43.20. 


B@ Sold only in sets. 


THE ABOVE SETS CONTAIN 
250 VOLUMES, 


In which none of the books are duplicated, and will meet the a or any Sunday-school, from the 


Infant School to that of the mature years. They will be furnish 


$75. 


at the very low price of 
00 


FOR THE COMPLETE SETS. 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
1122 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


8 & 10 Bible House, New York. 


73 Randolph Street, Chicago, Il. 


B@ Send for complete Catalogues.“@@ 


Lesson Teacher. 


A Quarterly of Eight Pages. 

The Lesson Teacher contains a short lesson for each 
Sunday in the form of Questions and Answers, presenting 
the main facts or truths of the International Lesson, with 
Application in Scripture Language. It has also Questions 
with References; Bible Reading; Hymns; Dictionary, etc. 


THE CHEAPEST LESSON PAPER PUBLISHED. 


Twelve cents a year. 


Twenty copies and over, each five cents a year. 
_ EUGENE R. SMITH, PUBLISHER, BIBLE HOUSE, NEW YORK. | 





JOSEPH 
GILLOTT'S 
Steel Dens_ 








Free by mail on receipt of price. AGENTS WANTED. 

" Curlo sities 
of the BIBLE 
introduction 


V/NCENT. DD 





4267 Curious and Prize 
Questions pertaining to 
Persons, Places and 
Things, with Facts and 
Statistics of the Bible. 
== WITH Key. emg $150. 
E.B TREAT, Publisher, 805 Broadway. New York. 


The Sunday School World for June has 
a striking and scholarly article by Prof. Jas. T. 
Hyde, of Chicago, on “‘ The Life and Times of 
Ezekiel,” which will instruct every reader, and 
is peculiarly valuable in connection with the 
study of the International Lessons. The les- 
sons are explained by the Rev. John Hall, D.D., 
of New York, Mrs. Alice W. Knox, and Prof. 
Post, of Syria. The editor, Rev. Edwin W. 
Rice, shows how they may be taught, and in a 
special article treats of ‘The Quantity and 
Quality of Helps on a Lesson.” The contents of 
“Our Correspondents’ Table” and “ Mission 
Work” are of special interest and importa. ce. 
Price, 5 cents; 60 cents a year; in clubs, 55 
cents, postage paid. Address 

THE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
1122 Chestnut;Street, Philade'phia, 

10 Bible House, New York, 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 

The Periodicals and Lesson Helps of the Society are 
carefully supervised by the Publication Committee, 
which is composed of members of various evangelical 
denominations. 

“The American Sunday School Union’s periodicals, 
all things considered, are the best in the world, The 
Sunday School World, Scholar’s Companion, and the 
Lesson Papers accompanying them are models of 
beauty, literary;excellence, and solid worth.”’— Warren 
Tribune. 





Exe RSIONS OF 1879. 
4 Now is the time to make arrangements for 


GREENWOOD GROVE, 


Situated on the line of the West Chester and Philadel- 
phia Railroad. No charge for using of grounds. Rates 
follows: Sabbath schools, 25 cents; other parties, 
ults, 40 cents; children, 20 cents. Arrangements 
can be had at Depot, Thirty-first and Chestnut Streets, 
Philadelphia. 


ROUND LAKE, N. Y. _ 


Sunday School Assembly, July 8-18. 
Rev. J. S. Ostrander, of New York, Conductor. Full 
Chautauqua Course Superb Lectures. Conversations, 
Competitive Examinations, Diplomas Awarded. 


Palestine Park and Model of Jeru- 
salem. 
Largest in the world. Lectures every day during the 
Season by the most competent lecturers of the day. 


Round Lake Combines Health, 
Pleasure, Instruction and Spirituality. It is a com- 
plete substitute fora visit to the HOLY LAND and 
the CITY of JERUSALEM. 


For full Particulars and Programme 
> mertings, see ROUND LAKE JOURNAL. Sent free. 
ddress 


J. D. RODGERS, Round Lake, N. Y. 





Two HUNDRED DOLLARS!!! buys six hundred 
, and forty acres—a mile square of good land in 
Texas—title perfect, no better lands are selling at $5 
per acre where improvements have commenced. Or- 
ders filled at $200 if sent immediately, before another 
advance is made. To know who are investing, send a 
3 cent stamp for little book, 64 , circulars, etc. , etc. 
C.H. Kent Agent, Texasstate ise Davenport, Iowa. 





18 sheets of paper, 18 envelopes, 1 lead pencil, 
1 penholder. | memorandum book, | small 
chromo, 1 smal! piece of india-rubber; all 
for 25 cents; tive packages $1.00; 1 dozen, 
$2.00. This is a first-class package for Agents, 
Now is the time toorder. 1 ct. stamps taken, 

W. D. HAMMITT, 

202 Broadway, New York City 


“£NVALID RECLINING 
ROLLING CHAIRS. 





>» CT. 
100 PIANOS 


A GREAT OFFER!!! 228 Secu 


at EXTRAORDINARY LOW prices for cash, SPLENDID 
ORGANS $35, $40; 5 Stops $45, 7 do $50, 9 do $55 & $60, 
11 do $65, 12 do $70, 13 do $80. 7 Octave SQUARE AND 
UPRIGHT PIANOS $125, do $130, 71-3 do $140, not used 
SIX MONTHS. Warranted 5 years. AGENTS WANTED. 
Illustrated Catalogues Mailed. Music ic. per page, 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufacturers and Dealers, 
40 East 14th Street, New York. 


11! 


G for 81,14 fo. 
82, postpaid 
Bedding & Green- 
house Plants by 








ani mail. Ca‘alogue 
free, J.T. Phillips & Son.West Grove, Chester Co., Pa 





303-404-332- 
AND 170,WITH HIS 
OTHERSTYLES SOLD 
wo BYALLDEALERS 


7° THROUGHOUTweWORLD 


SO 


A new coilection of 140 
gospel songs and hymns, 
with new, appropriate and 
exceedingly attractive, 
music. The publishers 
conscientiously recom- 
mend this work to be one 
of unusual excellence. 

PRICE, $3.60 per dozen. 


Crowning 
Triumph, | sis 


An edition with words only will be ready very 
soon. Price, in boards, 10 cents. 


F, A. NORTH & CO., Publishers, 
1308 CHESTNUT Sr., PHILADELPHIA. 


ojiille! . 
(879 NOW READY. (879 
ASA HULLS 
NEW SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC BOOK, 


Wreath of Praise, 


Is now ready for delivery. Price, 35 cents each by 
mail; by express, $3.60 per doz., or $30 per hundred. 


25,000 TO GIVE AWAY 
or ONE COPY for each 8. 8. Superintendent who 
will send us his address, with name and location of his 
School, miomng SS ENTS IN STAMPS for mail- 


ing expenses. 
ASA HULL, 
240 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 


8 IB rs Paice 0 CENTS. 















By J. E. Hall, 
Brattleboro, Vt. 


“Our Sunday School.” 


A New and Beautiful Collection o1 
Music for Sunday Schools and 
Social Meetings. 


Published in monthly numbers, and sold by sub- 
scription for une year, or in single nunebers as desired. 
Each number contains 9 pages of new and attractive 
music, set to hymns abounding in Christian love and 
purpose. Edited by J. EK. Trowbridge, a well-known 
Boston musician of experience and acknowledged 
ability. The publication of this monthiy was com 
menced in January, 1879, and the universal opinions 
of all wbo have examined and subscribed, testify to its 
worth. The exceedingly low prices at which it isso'u, 
place it within the reach of all Sabbath Schools. The 
attention of all parties interested in Sabbath Schoo! 
music is earnestly invited to this work. 
10) Copies. ...........$2 00 | 25 Copies.... ... ........§1 0 
50 Copies..........--- 1 50| Lessthan2copies,each 5 

When sent by mail, postage will be extra, Postage 
on 100 copies, 23 cents. 

All orders should be addressed to 

J. M. RUSSELL, 36 Bromfield St., Boston. 


AGENTS WANTED for the Magnificent V/ork 


CROSS 489 CROWN 


The most attractive book ever offered agents. Illustra- 
ted on steel. For illustrated circulars and terms, address 
JONES BROS, & CO., Philadelphia or Cincinnati. 


B (\HOIR AND 
NEW UONGREGATION. 


A COLLECTION OF 
Hymns, Tunes, Anthems, Chants and Services 


FOR THE 
AND ALL THE PEOPLE. 
BY GEO. F. ROOT. 


A year’s trial of the New Idea in Church Music has 
practically demonstrated its power to produce har 
monious and effective co-operation between Choir 
and Congregation. it has been 


Indorsed by the Leading Ministers, Praised by the Chow 
Singers, and Pronounced Good by ali the People, 
Wherever it has been introduced. 


THE NEW CHOIR & CONGREGATION 
Contains nearly 700 standard Hymns, together with 
Responsive Services, Gospel Songs, and appropriate 
pieces for speciai occasions, the whole making the 


most elegant and complete Hymn Tune, and Church 
Music Book Published. 


a@” Elegantly bound in cloth. Sent by mail upon 
receipt of $2.00. 
Specimen pages, with plan and full particulars, free. 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 


805 Rroadwav N. V : Cincinnati. O 
i76 
Pages of the choicest 
Music for Sunday 
Schools, Prayer 
and Praise Meet- 
ings, anda fine 
selection of 
MetreTunes 


CHOIR 













MEN, 


DAY ScHOOL 


BOOK ever published. 
Contains 176 pages of the 
choicest music,including an 
elementary department on 
“Theory of Music” by J. H. 
Kurzenknabe, besides contribu- 
tions from over 60 of the best Hymn 
and Music writersintheland. §sin- 
gle copy 35c.—$3.60 per dozen—#30. per 
100. CRIDER & BROTHER, 
Publishers, YORK, PA. 


a UPERIOR | 
UNDAY SCHOOL 
INGING BOOKS. 


Should you want a new Music Book 
select from the following list: 


PURE GOLD (Board Covers), 
$39 per 100 copies; 35 cents by mail 
ROYAL DIADEM (Board Covers). 
$30 per 100 copies; 35 cents by mail. 
BRIGHTEST AND BEST (Board Covers), . 
$30 per 100 copies; 35 cents by mail. 
WELCOME TIDINGS (Board Covers), 
$30 per 100 copies; 35 cents by mail. 
NEW HYMNARY (Board Covers), . 
#40 per 100 copies: 50 cents by mail. 
BOOK OF PRAISE (Board Covers), 
#40 per 100 copies; 50 cents by mail. 
HYMN SERVICE (Paper Covers), 
10 per 100 copies; 15 cents by mail. 
ae Any one of the above sent on receipt of the retail 
price, or the 7 books sent on receipt of $2.00. 





Sold by Booksellers and Music Dealers. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 


73 Randolph Street, | 76 East Ninth Street, 
CHICAGO. NEW YORK. 


THE GOSPEL OF JOY! 


THE GOSPEL OF JOY "new Sivsing 


Book of unusual 
beauty for Gospel Meetings, Camp Meetings, Devo- 
tional Meetings, and Sunday-schools. 








By Rev. SAMUEL ALMAN and 8. H. Speck. It con 
tains a large number of new and very superior Hymous 
and Tunes. The general style is very cheerful aid 
bright, as befits a collection that has so much to say 
and sing about fi 

*Glad Tidings of Great Joy. 

Both words and music are of an elevated character, 
commending themselves to persons of refined taste, 
and the “dancing measure” so prevalent in many 
recent compositions has been carefully avoided. 

Price, 35 cents, for which specimen copies will be 
mailed to any address. 





Send for the MusicaL Recorp, 6cents. A Weekly 
Musical Paper, with 50 cents’ worth of music, and all 
the musical news. §2 per year 


GOOD NEWS ! (35 cents.) the genial Suuday- 


school Song Book, has thou 
Do not fail to examine and try it. 
There are 270 Songs, in the composition or selection of 
which great taste and ability has been displayed 
Examine also “Shining River” and ‘The River of 
Life,” two standard books of great beauty 


sands of friends. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C. H. Dirson & Co., 843 Broadway, New York. 
In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 





tisement in The Sunday School Tims. 
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_ PUBLI SHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIM TIMES. Published weekly 
at $2.15 «a year, which includes postage. Club rates: 
From, 1 1 to coples,....- otbunnsne ghipaeesintitin au each, 





#0 eapitn and upwards. 

The yellow label on each shows up to what date 
@ subscriber has paid, If the publisher does not by that 
date receive a req a, from the subscriber that the paper 
be dtacontinued, he wth — > u“. The paper 
will, however ‘be stopped at any time dey oy 
subscriber 80 desires, and remits for the 
time that he has received it. 

The apeciai rate to Pastors and Superintendents haa 
been discontinued. The price to all single subscribers 
is now $2.15, the lowest price at which it can be afforded. 

Subse riptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates, 

Additions may be made at any time to aclub, at the 
same rate at which the club, as first formed. would be 
authorized to subscribe anew, Such additional sub- 
scriptions to expire at the same cme with the club as 
originally ordered. The new subscribers to pay pro 
rata for the time cf their subscri tions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to Lbs only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent, All addresses should include 
— county and state, 

Any person writing to renew either asingle or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce The Times to their 
friends, can Lave specimen copies; sent free frdm this 

flice to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, % cents per year. 
This paper is desig ned to —_ ~ eupetintendente with 
helps, in the line o m thelr ow a 4 teach- 
ers and scholars have not t is published 
monthly, and will be pont, i Fecelpt of ite = only 
to subscribers r Super- 


intendents (incloding in the latter cls class easistant super- 
intendents, and h departments meeting in 
separate rooms), and who, when ordering it, that 
they are such. 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ 
Pa please mention the date to which you have 

pat for The Sunday School Times, as given on the 
vellow address label on The Times, 


THE WEEKLY LESCON LEAF, A separate leaf for 

every Sunday in the year. 

100 copies, ome month.... 

100 * one year 7.20 

Less than 100 copies at same rate, Orders not taken 
for less than one month. 





THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. Contains the Les- 
sons for three months, with Map, Bible Dictionary, 
etc., etc, 

100 copies one year (io quarters). = ~ $25.00 
Single copy, one year {fo ur quarters .B 
100 copies, three months (one oat 
Under 10 copies, three months, each 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive any 
of these publications, can mak $ pay ma. ment for the same 
by a money order, * due at Ph elphia, to John D. 

attles, a8 follow 
The Suoday School Times, one year, - - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendents’ Paper, one year, - 8shillings. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one yoar, 6d, 
—" rates include postage, which is prepaid at this 
ce. 


ADVERTISING RATES, 

Li -y uniform rate for ordinary ee SS 1] 
cents per agate line (14 lines to an inch), each 
tion, whether for one time or more. It is helleved that that 
this uniform low rate, w makes THE SUNDAY 
ScHOOL Times the cheapest advertising medium, by 
far, among the religious weeklies, will seeet with ‘the 

eneral approval of advertisers. The rate fo — 
ie Notices ery ay pee ‘ype, 
Department, will 
insertion, and for Special Not ces (solid agate) 30 cents 
per line for each insertion. 

Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertisements 
should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut 'Bt., Philadelphia, 


Great Reduction tn Price. 
CAXTON PRESS. 
90h LUMBIAN® 
from Pree to $56; wi 
a ot a 
Bap for cai 
15 Federal St. 


will ‘tou the 
Preases from 


ELL, 
‘Wotabtinhed 1847. 
Barlow’s Indigo Bl 
arlow’s Indigo Blue. 
Its merits a WASH BLUE have been aly 
tested and endorsed by thousands of Si hoeneicey 
Your cro ht to have it on sale. for him rit, 
. 8. WILTBE RGER rietor, 
Ne. 233 North Seoond BP Philadelphia, 
YARNALL’S EXTERMINATOR. __ 


DEPOT, 412 N. EIGHTH ST. 


THE TAMPICO BUSTS 


now usedin 


DR. WARNER'S HEALTH CORS,* 


and Skirt Supporter are the greates: 

improvement ever mede in Corsets, The y 

are softas velvet, verd_flexibie and contain 
} no bones. 


The FLEXIBLE hiP CORSET, 
c- bones) fits with perfect ease and is 
arranted not to break over the hips. 


Price, - $1.25. 


Fot Sale by leading Merchants. 
WARNER BRO’S, 
\ 351 Broadwav.New York 


INDEXICAL SILVER SOAP. 


For Cleaning and Polishing Silver and Plated Ware, 
Window Giass, Mirrors, Marble, Paint, &c. This is 
the most convenient and effective preparation for 
these purposes ever offered to the public. It may 4 
used even by inexperienced help with entire safety 
it contains nothing that can possibly injure the finest 
plate or jewelry. Many of our } 
and Importers ofSiiver and Pi 
this Soap, and bave given it their oye approval. 

CAUTION.—The original and only genuine Silver 
on is known world wide as the "wdexical Silver 
Soap, and is the only proper thing to use for cleaning 
pony Electro-plated Goods, Marble, Jewelry, Statu- 

ooaly by RoBINSON Bros, & Co., Boston, 


How to introduce 
The Sunday School Times to Friends. 





Joun D. WATTLES, 


.o your offer to new subscribers. 


State 


EDUCATIONAL. 


DA RIS.—Mdll “‘Dumagny’ ‘3 ” Finishing School, Bou- 
logne, Seine, near Paris. Highly recommended 
by Parents of former Pupils. Next term to begin Jan. 8. 


Agency for Schools & Teachers, 
30 UNION SQUARE, N. Y. 
Supplies GOOD teachers with positions. Patifiee with 
form for “amp. Supplies Schools and Fami 
Competent a, Guanes 
T. COTESWORTH PINOY, 
30 Union Square, N. Y. 





INCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE 
Beat sdvasiagea in saere tare, | ~~ 
Painting EV. DAVIDA, MOORE, D.D., President. 


H™€ SCHOOL Fo, YOUNG LADIES. 
4035 Chestnut 8! Pulpaciehio. 
advan for a tho 


h education. Refers by 
shonin Sed 'Rey'h: Webeae, aul Pls 
Times, ane Vv. " e 

Street, Palladeiphis, For circa 
MRS. RS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 


~ ae PREPARATORY SCHOOL, 


NEWBURGH, NEW YORK. 


tion of Boys for Yale a specialty. Our 
Bway are taking the highest rank at Yale and 
illiams. By entering their sons at ten; or not 4 
than twelve years of a fe. parents will gain largel 
time, expepse, and thoroughness of preparat by 
“ Hints to Parents”’ sent on application. Correspond- 
ence solicited. Address, 


HENRY W. a A.M. 


DAMS ACADEMY, QUINCY, MASS 
Hon, CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS, _ of 
Managers. Fits boys for our best Colleges. School year 
begins 9th September, 1879. Tuition, $100 a year. Board, 
50. Early application should be made for good rooms. 
‘or catalogues and information address WILLIAM 
EVERETT, Ph. D. 


HAS VERFORD COLLEGE, Haverford College P. 0. 
Thomas Chase, LL. D., President. Nine 
miles irom pniledela. Under care of Society of 
Friends (Orthodox). Classica) and Scientific Courses. 
For circulars, address Prof. Allen c. Thomas, Prefect. 


Hours Musical Instraction 
(253: England f. Touriee, Direc 
Hall Bostor iE Tourjée baa 


TIONAL SCHOOL OF FLOCUTION & 


ORATORY, 1418 chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


Summer term opens July 7. Sixtv-page satalogne sent 
on application. J. W. SHOEMAKER, A.M esid’t. 


RADFORD ACADEMY, 
FOR YOUNG LADIES. 


The Seventy-seventh yeor commences September 9, 
1879. i circulars a) ‘ee J 
ISS ANNIE E. JOHNSON, Bradford, Mass. 


eer AS A CURATIVE POWER. 


The Garratt Silver Zine Disk as a pad or 
belt, acting only with the moist warmth of 
the human body, has no equal for efficiency 
and economy. Specially adapted for the 
relief and cure of nervous and chronic ail- 
ments, such as Neur: Rheumatism, and 
local weakness or . It is flexible and 
easy to wear, is always ready, and is durable. 
Large Disk, 5x8 ins., 24 poles, $2.50; Belt, $3.50; 

Chi-dren’s Disk, gi. Full descriptive c reulars sent on 
application. Z Disk and Belt Comp'y, 7 


nye 
P lace, Boston. Special inducements to ==: 


OR TEN DOLLARS. CASH we will insert a@ seven-line 
advertisement one week in a list of 269 weekly 
newspapers, or four lines ina different list of 337 papers 
or ten lines two weeks in a choice of either of four 
separate and distinct lists containing from 70 to 100 
pers each, or four lines One week in all four of the 
small lists, or one line one week in all rt . lists com- 
bined, being more than 1,000 papers. e also have 
lists of pa rs by states throughout the United States 
and Canada. Send ten cents rp yas 106-page pamphlet. 
Address, @xorex P. ROWELL & Yn Ad- 
vertising Bureau, 10 Spruce St., New York. 


CAHILL HOUSE, 


Third Ave. ASBURY PARK, N. J. 


Kingsley St. 
The above new and commodious house will be opened for 
the reception of quests by 
Mrs, M. D. CAHILL, on June 10, 1879. 
The situntion is one of the most desirable in Asbury Park, 
being but Two Minutes’ Walk from the Beach 
and popular Bathing Grounds. 


The House is surrounded by wide Piazzas and Balconies, 
and has been elegantly furnished throughout, each 
bed-room having Spring Beds, Gas, etc. 


A Coach will meet the arrival of every Train, and convey 
the Quests to the House FREE OF CHARGE. 


Rooms may be engaged and further information obtained 
of Mrs. M. D. CAHILL, i314 Arch St., Philadelphia, 


concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 





tisement in The Sunday School Times, 





Where her large double house, containing over 30 rooms, | 
ts open all the year round for Permanent and 
Transient Guests. 


| 
} 
| 
| 


In orderig goods, or in making inquiry | 


FILL THIS ¢ OUT AND MAIL IT. 


610 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


A reader of The Sunday School Times would like to have the person named below receive 
ihe paper for three months on trial, and encloses herein 25 cents to pay for the same, according 


Post Offletercccecsecesccssccccesccecseees onedd sen edeseusesdunssebeststesustesioe-cosdveptesnsenvenevs iresneves gasescese 


COUN Y. 000s ccrcccccrccccccccscccccvesscceccoscscccceoees eacdee SUE DaesneeNeedaaNTSeS, aban cist aeendests eetesbinevdees 


CHURCH FURNITURE. 
MENEELY & COMPANY, 
BELL FOUNDERS, WEST TROY, N. Y. 
Fifty years established. CourRcH BELLS and C HIMES; 


ACADEMY, Factory BELLS, etc. Tne mete PATENT 
MOUNTINGs. Catalogues free. No agencies. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches 
Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms, ete. FOLLY 
WARRANTED, Cats Alogue sent Free. 

pe VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, oO. 


BELL FOUNDERS, Troy. New York, 


Manufacture a nui ey of BELLS. 
Special attention given to C H BELLS. 
&@ Catalogues sent free to parties needing bells. 


THE GREAT CHURCH LIGHT. 


FRINK’S PATENT REFLECTORS, 

Give the MOST POWERFUL, the SOFTEST, 
CHEAPEST, and the BEST Light known for 
Churches, Stores, Show Windows, Parlors, Banks, 
Offices, Picture Galleries, Theatres, Depots, etc. New 
and elegant designs. 

Send size of room. Get circular and estimate. 

A liberal discount to churches and the trade, 


I. P. FRINK, 551 Pear! Street, New York. 


2 


Sett Complete in Terry, . 
Sett Complete in Plush, - - - $85. 

Made in solid black walnut and finished in the most 
elegant manner. 30 other siyles, $45 to $500 per sett. 
Pew cushions, 35 cts. to $1.25 per foot. Church. Chapel, 
and Sunday-school Furniture on hand of the latest 
and most approved patterns, or made to order at short 


notice. | aes with Price List, sent by mail if 
applied for 


Paine’s Manufactory, 


8 CANAL STREET, 
AND 141 FRIEND STREET, 
BOSTON, MASS. 


GICL LANTERN 


"AND STEREOPTICO 





NEW AND BEAUTT FUL 

REWARD CARDS FOR SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times--over 500 kinds 
and designs—comprising Motto Cards—Reward Cards 
Pore Saeee a Text Cards—Sentiment er Verse 
et Desire Cards—and Hymnal Cards. 
ACHR price list EDUCATIONAL CARDS 
sENT FREE to any address. J. H. BUFFORD’S 
SONS, Publishers of Novelties in Fine Arts, 141 to i47 
Franklin Street, Boston, Mass. 


ZUCCATO'S Rents. fam ie octal writing 


Autograph Fac-simile Circulars, 
PAPYROGRAPH Prices Current, Music, Draw- 

ings, etc., in a common copy- 
ing press, at the rate of 500 per hour. For Prices and 
Specimens, address, with stamp, THE PAPYRO- 
G PH CO., 41 to 45 Shetucket Street, Norwich, Coun, 
LOCAL AGENTS WANTED. _ 


“THE PENNSYLVANIA ” 


Hire Insurance Ca, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
‘ 


imarens TED 182%. 
APITAL, ASSETS, $1,835,238.04 
SOHN | DEVEREUX, PRESIDENT. 
WM. G, CROWELL, Secretary. 
JOHN L. THOMSON. Ass’t Secretary 


PRESTON, KEAN & CO., 
BANKERS, 


100 Washington ee Chicago. 


Buy, sell, and exchange U. 
Fall rates for Called aed 
Deal in County, City, School, and State Bonds, 
Foreign Exchange. Letters of c redit, 


GET A BINDER FOR YouR PAPER. 


. Bonds, 





WORTH fi REPEATING. 


LET uw IT T PASS. 
{From All the Year Round.) 


Be not swift to take offense ; 
Let it pass! 
Anger is a foe to sense ; 
Let it pass! 
Brood not darkly o’er a wrong 
Which will disappear erelong ; 
Rather sing this cheery song— 
Let it pass ! 
Let it pass ! 


Strife corrodes the purest mind ; 
Let it pass ! 
As the unregarded wind, 
Let it pass! 
Any vulgar souls that live 
May condemn without reprieve ; 
Tis the noble who forgive. 
Let it pass! 
Let it pass! 


Echo not an angry word ; 
Let it pass ! 
Think how often you have erred ; 
Let it pass! 
Since our joys must pass away, 
Like the dew-drops on the spray, 
Wherefore should our sorrows stay ? 
Let them pass ! 
Let them pass! 


If for good you've taken ill, 
Let it pass! 
Oh! be kind and gentle still ; 
Let it pass ! 
Time at last makes all —- straight ; 
Let us not resent, but wait, 
And our triumph shall be great ; 
Let it pass! 
Let it pass ! 


Bid your anger to depart, 
Let it pass! 
Lay these homely words to heart, 
“* Let it pass!” 
Follow not the giddy throng ; 
Better to be wronged than wrong ; 
Therefore sing the cheery song— 
Let it pass ! 
Let it pass ! 





RELIGIOUS HABITS, 


[From The National Baptist. ] 


Right habit is like the channel, which 
dictates the course in which the river shall 
flow, and which grows deeper and deeper 
with each year. Right habit is like the 
thread on which we string precious pearls. 
The thread is, perhaps, of no great value, 
but if it be broken, the pearls are lost. 

We have need to cherish all our right 
habits and to keep them inviolate. We 
need to have habits for the employment of 
our time, for our sleeping and our waking, 
for our work and our resting, for our eating 
and our drinking. The housekeeper who 
does not have habits (which, indeed, is but 
another name for system) will find that 
the week’s work lags frightfully, and is 
achieved only at a great and needless 
expense of toil and pains, 

he late Professor Stuart, during the 
latter part of his life, was able to study 
only two hours and a half aday. He set 
apart the time from 9 to 11.30 each morn- 
and, this habit, once formed, he 
adily and consecutively maintained. 
A personal friend, who was about to be 
married, asked Dr. Stuart to perform the 
service. He consented. Presently it ap- 
peared that the wedding was fixed at 
eleven o’clock. Dr Stuart said, “I cannot 
marry you,” giving the reason. ‘ But can 
you not forego your rule foronce?” “No, 
not for once.” So another minister offici- 
ated. Dr. Stuart realized that, though one 
hour or another hour might 'be in itself 
indifferent, yet to break in upon a habit 
was not a matter of indifference, was not 
a trifle. 

We need to borrow the force of habit, 
in the discharge of our religious duties. 
Devotion should be a habit. We should 
have a place of prayer and an hour of 
prayer. We should read the Scriptures 
with system, not opening here or there, as 
may ce. 

Our benevolence should be a habit. We 
should give, not at the impulse of feeling, 
not under the spur of a stirring appeal, 
but in the pursuance of a habit, conscien- 
tiously formed and persistently maintained. 

Religious labor should be a_ habit, 
whether it be labor in the Bible school, or 
individual labor by the wayside. We 
should minister to the sick, the poor, the 
ignorant, habitually. Going to the house 
of the Lord and to the prayer-meeting 
should be a habit, a habit not broken in 
upon by aught save absolute necessity. 
Not seldom one feels, “I would lke to 
attend this lecture, or that concert, or to 
accept this invitation to spend the evening 
with a friend; no harm can come of my 
being absent this once from the prayer- 
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meeting ;” or, “I am tired and sleepy ; 
and I will atay at home this morning.’ 
It is not much, perhaps, in one sense, but 
it breaks the thread, and the pearls will be 
scattered. 

And when we speak of attendance at the 
prayer-meeting and the place of worship, 
we do not refer to wandering about, going 
to this or that church because there is some 
new light there, or some flaming evangel- 
ist; going to this or that prayer-meeting 
because there is some special interest 
We mean going to your own stated place 
of worship, your own prayer-meeting, fill- 
ing your own place, not some one else’s 
place. Although you may now and then 


forego what would seem a great pleasure 
and privilege, yet in the long run you 
will find yourself spiritually the gainer, 


and will be doing vastly more good. The 
place where you are needed, is not where 
the crowd is, but where the ‘crowd is not. 

The wheel of an engine has dead points 
and centers, where the engine can exert no 
direct power over the machinery. The 
wheel has to rely on the impulse already 
received to carry it past the dead point. 
It goes over this point by the force of habit. 
The soul reaches dead points in its spirit- 
ual history. Perhaps some great trial has 
come, some change in circumstances ; per- 
haps there is a temporary loss of interest ; 
if one considers only the state of his feelings 
to-day, he would desert his closet and the 
place of prayer. Of course the effect of 
this would be to aggravate the spiritual ill 
from whence it comes. Then is the time 
when religious habit is invaluable. It 
carries the man past the dead point, keeps 
him in the path of duty; and soon the 
way of duty becomes also the way of 
happiness. 





THE SANCTUARY OF GRIEF. 
[From the French of Mme, de Gasparin. } 


Grief is a delicate and fragile flower, 
fading even more easily than joy, but never 
wholly dead. Like the rose of Jericho, 
though seemingly dried avd withered past 
recognition, yet, if but one warm breath 
pass over it for a moment, it will bloom 
again with renewed freshness. “Even in 
laughter the heart is sorrowful,” and those 
who seem to forget have often the saddest 
hearts. In each and all of us life is two- 
fold: two beings dwell within us, ove 
active, buSy, absorbed in the duties and 
pleasures of this world; while the other is 
sadiy and dreamily living in the pasr, 
treading with tears the former paths, stop- 
ping to remember a look, to pursue a 
shadow. 

Yes, even the frivolous man of the 
world has his memories: a gentle voice 
re-echoing from the past; one confiding 
word; one “touch of a vanished hand ;” 
something sudden, unexpected, and lo! the 

ood-gates are opened, and the waves of 
sorrow are rushing over him; his heart 
beats quick, he seizes once again with a 
sy intensity the image of his be- 
oved one,—it is his, it is not dead, and the 
joyous loving past lives again for him. 

But when we see light returning to the 
eyes that wept, when life begins to fluw 
again in its wonted channels, then we 
are apt to say, “that which is finished is 
finished, and the memory of the dead has 
perished forever.” 

Not so. 

After those first days when the anguish 
of separation is lacerating the heart, and 
it cares not to conceal the depth of its 
wounds, there comes a reaction, an over- 
powering desire, a craving for isolation; 
a holy jealousy takes possession of the 
soul, the gates are barred against intruders, 
the doors of the chamber of death are 
sealed, the brow is taught to deny every- 
thing, tortures, memories; while within, 
ah, within! the lamp of sorrow is burning 
with an ardent glow, and many a passing 
word will make the heart-strings quiver with 
a poignant agony, even while the lips are 
discoursing of common things,—ay, and 
perchance with smiles, 

Then the heart will commune with its 
beloved dead in a sacred stiliness which 
even the tenderest sympathy may not 
break. Then are lavished forth those 
expressions of endearment perhaps in life 
but charily bestowed; then perhaps is 
forgiveness craved, confessions are poured 
forth with burning tears, all the springs uf 
emotion are stirred to their very depths, 
and harmonies so sweet and solemn are 
ringing in the temple of the soul, that 
even a friend’s voice mingling therewith 
would seem to jar and give pain as a 
discordant note. 

Oblivion? Nay, think not so! a sanctu- 
ary, a holy of holies, shrouded with a veil 
forever. 








1879, SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS, 1879, 


ful hymns and songs for the Sun 


GOSPEL ECHOES. (7 eo. STAPLES. vey antcnaecaestont manning et 


day-school, Prayer and 
Gives perfect satisfaction wherever used. Price, 30 cts. ; $3 per doz. ; #23 per 


PEARLY GATES. {ar H.ROSECRANS. A very choice collection ofS. 8, Music, mostly new, and 


adapted to the needs of the conte schocie, er Meeting and Home Circle. 
Every Sunday-school can afford it. Price, 25 cts.; $2.50 per doz. ; 0 per — = 


MORNING STAR. (2: 55OWEPS SHAW. The 


the successful revivalist, author “y-' Sparkling Jewe 


Gate, etc. Price, 35 cts.; $3.60 per doz. ; $30 per 100, 


last and 2 work by the late Knowles a, 
is, Shining Pearls, Golden 


You will make no mistake in adopting either of these books. &@”4 copy of either sent by mail on receipt of 


price, or one of each for 75 cents. Speci 


a a i = "CENTRAL, BOOK COR CONCERN, Cincinnati, Ohio, or Oskaloosa, Towa. 





CENTS 


Will secure ee NATIONAL Seine for April, May, and June. 
The Quarterly contains By pages, an side two pages devoted to each lesson, 


there are 6 pages of Music, a | 


Missionary Lesson. The 


Questions are Clear, Stimulating, and Thorough. 


ap showing the extent of the three captivities, a 
Model Program, an Opening Responsive Exercise, a Review Exere 


reise, and a 
The 


Type is Plain and Distinet, and the appearance of the page Open and Attractive. 


20 CENTS 


Will secure THE NATIONAL 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER on trial, for 


3 months. Revalen yearly subscription, $1.50; clube of © or more, $1.25 each. 
_ ADAMS, ‘BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., CHICAGO, ILL. 











HORIZONTAL bao 


THE MOST ECONOMICAL FREEZER IN THE WORLD. 


Will produce three quarts of Ice Cream, Frozen Fruit, Custards, etc., of the finest quality, in every 
respect, ready for immediate use, consuming less than four pounds of ice and five minutes’ time, 


PRICES FAMILY SIZEs. 
3 quart, : - - - 
» ia Fi ; 
6 * 
s 


Saat 
Sess 


PRICES SALOON SIZEs. 


Tin can Co r can. 
12 quart, $25 00 BS 00 
= 40 00 > bo 
— * 50 00 
se 60 00 6 4 


CASH DISCOUNT, 20 PER CENT. 


CHAS. G. BLATCHLEY, 440 Market St., Philadelphia. 








UMMER \CHOOLS. 


Before ordering Sabbath 
School Papers for another 
season, send for samples of 


GOOD WORDS, 
MY PAPER, 
GOOD CHEER, 
OLD AND YOUNG. 


PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE 


Christian at Work Publishing Co. 


Samples sent FREE on application to 


E. W. HAWLEY, Secretary, | 


P. O. Box 3918, NEw YorKE. 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 


THE NATIONAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY AND PUB- 
LICATION Hovusk have issued the following: 


The Brewery at ete = a 
Harry the Prodigal, . , 3° 2 
Firebrands, . . : 1 25 
Caught and F ettered, ‘ 1 00 
The Queer Homein Rugby Court, 1 50 
Saved,. . eee 1 25 
Coals of Fire, 1 00 
The Emerald Spray, 40 


THE YOUTH’S TEMPERANCE BANNER. 


A four-page Monthly 


schools, with Choice Reading from the best Writers | 
for Childrem. Price, 35 cents single copies. Eight 
copies, $1.08. Fifty copies, $6.75. One hundred copies, 
$13.00. Post-paid. Address, 


J. N. STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 
58 Reade Street, New York. 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything a: ivertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publisher, as well as the advertiser, 


by stating that you saw the advertisement in The 
y School Times. 





Illustrated Paper for Sunday- | 








SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


In arranging for an Anniversary or Concert, don’t 
forget the new Exercises The Bow in the Cloud, 
The Twelve Foundations of the Heavenly City, Flowers, 
Music, Anniversary, 5 cents each, or set of five 25cents. 
When looking for a suitable reward for your scholars. 
send for a set of our NEW SCRIPTURE PICTURES, 
printed in colors, beautiful, executed after originals, 
painted by Paul Handler. 48 different designs, 24 on 
Old Testament, 24 on New Testament, mounted in 
mats, making the whole card 6!;x4% inches. Price, 
50 cents per pack of 12, or $2.00 for the set. Important 
Fact.—We make a specialty of Sunday-school books 
and supplies, keeping up our stock by adding all the 
new and fresh books and appliances as they come out. 
Prompt attention to ail orders. Our prices are the 
lowest, Any book you see advertised or noticed we 
can supply. Anything in the Sunday-school line 
can be found here. WARD & DRUMMOND (successors 
to U. D. Ward), 116 Nassau Street, New York. 


Sold only in Sets of 12, 





Price 25 Cents Per Dozen. 
NOTICES OF THE PRESS. 


“The most convenient book markers that have 
oom St se a. 

* Use: n co _ ng and comparing passages.’’— 
—— Advocat. 

“ A neat coutanveae for Poe peentens out texts in the 
Bible.” — The Sunda: 


y School 
* Useful for all books of reference.’’—Christian States- 
man. 
Telescope ay be used for holding briefnoses.”— Presbyterian 
a" ‘terey convenience for preachers and teachers.” 
—The Contributor. 


“ For handy reference they are invaluable.” —Bap- 
tist Pastor. 


A full set sent, postage prepaid, on receipt of the 
abov e-mentioned price. 


_ EBEN. SHUTE, 52 Bromfield St., Boston, 
THE LATEST SUNDAY MORNING SERMONS 
BY 
REV. C. H. SPURGEON 
AND 
REV. DR. TALMAGE, 


And a Portrait and Biography of some Eminent per- 
son, and Suaday-school Lesson explainéd and Anec- 
dotes and Fw etic Articles, are published EVERY 
WEEK in th 


CHRISTIAN H ERALD, 
$1.50 per annum. Sample copies free. Agee wanted. 
Also, can be 1 yw from mT} Newsdealers. Address 

AITKEN, 63 Bible House, New York. 








‘BEST: - 


MaNurncroRrY 


“ATTLEBORO: ' 


J. ESTEY & CO. 


BRATTLEBORO’, VT 
S@ SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE.“@a 





The manufacture of these widely known instru- 
ments was begun in 1846, and American enterprise 
and skill have steadily developed this business until 
now It is the largest Reed Organ manufactory in the 
world, The unsolicited testimony of the most careful 
judges places the ESTEY ORGAN at the head of all 
others of its class. Send for the new illustrated cata- 
logue. 


CHURCH ORGANS. 


OOK & HASTINC 
BOSTON, MASS. 


ae of the Grand Organ for the Cincinnati Music 
th e great 





e powerful Centennial Organ; th 
a in Plymouth Church, Brooklyn ; and 
ot nearly 1 ~_ — ra fOr every part of 


ESTABLISHED IN 1829. 


We invite attention to our new styles of PARLOR 
ORGANS of popes only), at pet ices V from $300 to 


, ORGANISTS, and others, 
are invited to 0 apply to us direct for all information 
connected with art. 

DESCRI PTIVE. CIRCULARS and specifications 
furnished on application. 


BEFORE BUYING OR RENTING A 


CABINET ORCAN 


sure to send for our LATEST CataLoeux and 
Crmcc rane with NEW STYLES, REDUCED PRICES ( 

$90, 499, sg $108, gral 2, Aost u 7" rds), 

and at, pe gh TF Sent - 
LIN ones CO., Boston, New: Sets or ra ry 


isin 
ACID PHOSPHATE. 


(LIQUID.) 
For Dyspepsia, Mental and Physi- 
cal Exhaustion, Nervousness, 


Diminished Vitality, etc. 


Prepared according to the directions of E. N. 


Hors- 
furd, late Professor in Harvard University. 


There seems to be no difference of opinion in high 
medical authority, of the value of phosphoric acid, 
and no preparation has ever been offered to the public 
— seems to so happily meet the general want as 

It is not nauseous, but agreeable to the taste. 

No danger can attend its use. 

Its action will harmonize with such stimu- 
lants as are necessary to take. 

It makes a delicious drink with water and 
sugar only. 

Prices reasonable. Pamphlet giving further par- 
ticulars mailed free on application to manufacturers, 

Manufactured by the RUMFORD CHEMICAL 
WORKS, Providence, R. I. 


THE D DINGEE & GONARD CO’S 


BEAUTIF 


ROSES 


THE BEST IN THE WORLD. 
Our Great S apete ey is growing and distributing 
these Beautifal 1 Roses. We deliver Strong Pot 
Plants, suitable for immediate bloom, safely by mail, 
at all post-offices. 5 Splendid Varieties, your 
choice, all labeled, for $13 12 for eae | 19 for $35 
26 for $43 35 for $5 3 75 for $10; 100 for $13. 
aq@Send for our New Guide to Rose Culture 
—60 pages, elegantly illustrated — and choose from 
over Five Hundred Finest Sorts. Address 
THE DINGEE & CONARD C@.,, 

Rose Growers, West Grove, Chester Co.,Pa, 























B@™ Greatly improved. Price 
reduced. Unequalle ~ for health, 
t All sizes, 

= TB ulders 
chest avoided by 


‘Pratt’ s Patent Brace. 
Sent by mai! on receipt of ga 
and measure around the chest 
under the arms. 

Cleveland Shoulder Brace Co. 
@@"For sale by all dealers 


Ask for Pratt’s Patent Brace. 
Hires’ Improved Package makes 
5 gallons of a de- ROOT BEER iictous” drink — 

healthy and strengthening. Ask your druggist for it. 
Sent b meh on on wees tot 25c. Manntactured only by 
Cas. ket Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Though you live a een Miles from the 
City, 


YOU CAN 


D0 YOUR SHOPPING 


AT THE GREAT 


Dry Goods and Outfitting Establishment 
John Wanamaker, 


PHILADELPHIA, 
With the utmost satisfaction. 
Silks, Dress Goods, Trimmings, and every- 
thing in Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Wear, wh: ther 
in large or smal! quantities, promptly forwarded 
by mail or express, and exactly as ordered ; but 
even then, if not as expected, cheerfully ex- 
changed, or the money refanded, 

Write a postal card, specifying what you de- 
with full instructions for 
mailed you, postage paid, 
without any obligation to purchase if prices are 
not satisfactory. 


sire, and samples, 


ordering, will be 


address 
Mail Dept. for Samples and Supplies, 
GRAND DEPOT, PHILADELPHIA. 


ARE YOU GOING TO EUROPE? 


Passengers for Europe or other foreign parts 


For immediate attention, 


should provide themselves with General Acci- 


dent Policies in 
“THE TRAVELERS,” 
of Hartford. 


by any regular Agent, 


Written for one to twelve months 
at short notice, Permit 
for Foreign Voyage at a small advance from 


usual low rates for Accident Policy. 


Philadelphia Office, 112 S, Fourth St. 


P. S.— Whether you travel or not, don’t go 
without Accident Insurance, 











LibraryNumbers. 


25): Sizes, Also 

o 5 LibraryNumbers. 
LibraryNumbers. 

GS ee i aeaeeeee ny Oe 


P.F. we veren, 116 Nassau St.N.Y.' 
¢ rforated,Cum’d, 10c 100. 2 |52 
izes, Also eters. per Sheet, 
P.F.Van Everen, 116 Nassau Stn. v. 
20) mnicten’ hey Oc 100. 

Sizes, Also I 
LibraryNumbers. 
Berforated.ce her heer 52 

P.F.Van br 116 Nassau St.N. v.. 

Ttis an exact fac-simile of a real Blackbvard, 
and illustrates the International 8, S. lessons. Size 
32x48 in., large enough to be seen over the largest 
S. S.room. An explanatory Key = each num- 
ber. Issued every week, Price, Three Dollars a 
year, postpaid ; One Dollar per Quarter. BS Sam- 


ple copies 10 cents. "@a_ Address 
W. F. SCHNEIDER, Cleveland, 0. 








SBLACKBOARD“CRAYON, 


PUBLISHED ONLY FOR 
SUNDAY SCHOOLSUPERINTENDENTS 
PRICE S0* PER YEAR,POSTAGE PAID. 
SAMPLE COPY FREE! 


Rte PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH Co. 
. PROVIDENCE,R.I 


WARRANTED best and cheapest 
for Family and Fancy Dyeing. Dresses, 
Coats, Ribbons, Ties, ers, ing 
colored any shade. Any one can use 
them. ae ~~ oy ne. on. best dyes 
Splen — e¢ ver 

P cheap. 12 colors. Sait its, or sent 
2dSc. 4 sm 


by mail. Lorge size. Biz “ 
Send fo © Dye Book and Be. jane sam ede. 
Co, Proprs., Bur! Ve 


¥LLS, RICHARDSON 


WHAT |& poze, Triage not uesdeds pg 
TODO. x. 


ethan ou may do well to 


& BARTER CO. 
Ee Pork Post Oitice, 


Proctor J 
17292 





BEATTY’S 
= a Sunday School or Chapel Organ 


> 4 Fs 


HAT 


ss Se 2 nt 


Ce 
MEY, 
ce it 
Thuny 
- UN 


——— 
u J 


= 


FRONT VIEW. 
Sunday School or Chapel Organ, Style No. 801. 
Built, tuned and voiced Loxprese! y to accompany singing 
ule 


B EA T I Y (5) Echo; (6) Hautboy; (7) I - Ys) Principal; (9) Sub- 
home d, about Pag) Ibs. Solid Wain Case, niche bay an pony’ = seomt ith Heavy French Walnut Panels. Plain, but ver 
ont. tH ig MONOE with full powers t $4 large ick an, ONLY § a large powerful 


PRUE APF B RYAN S PMONCaU hs, ABOUT £228.00. my RAICE ONL Y,$07.00, 
tt Pi nee Swell ames ALE < 


yws: (1 
Flute; (12) Clarionet; (13) I an. Finest Sep 
e 


This instrument (which is ont of the most Lyte manufactured) ‘when the entire force is on, is, Ww 
is the ne plus ultra of a Reed Instrum 
the Church or Sab! 


- OR AN. oe —— anne 4 anon or Sos os 
e ew . 
Solid Black Walnut Case. Heavy raised Panels: “High hiy Petia rench Wainte Face, 
Three (3) Setsof Reeds. Thirteen (18) Stops. ) Grand Organ, a 
Dulciana,; (8) Violina; (9) Vox Humana: (10) Pemeipal: 11) Hautboy; (12) biapecat a 
and off ‘the music of this superb instrument, without the use rs the prope; am 
The moat perfect anever made. Fin k and Fron 
My,Price as Lhave no, agen tS, but sell eo}! direct $9 theP 


rom Su 


Elaborately finished. 
op for the Reed Orga 
) Dule et. 


Dimensions 
Beatty’s latest and improved 


an order, s0 


ubliG 
nda viet hd and are here offered at the lowest possible prices at which they can be so! 
hence it is no use to ask further reductions f torch Churches or any other 


nar , as their claim to be furnished at about cost 


no deviation from these pri Many — yt = moa this style of case rior can order at these 


ces. 
societies, Order an instrument and state t yle you desire, I 
Latest Illustrated Newspaper with much 4: nation free. lress, 








A First-class Organ for only $30!) 














Sent on trial free. No money necessary till Orcan is received, tested, and found satisfactory. Buy from 
the manufacturer, and save all commissions. We want one of our Organs in every family in the land, and 
have reduced the price so low as to place them within the reach of all he monopolists cla'm Organs cannot 
be made for that amount; we not only CAN and bo, but sg warrant every ———— for six years, and guarantee 
perfect satisfaction, or money refunded and ch. Bane what you pay in RENT one year for 
another Organ BUYS this one. We also sell a Double Octave. LL & 00 Or, *4 ‘te $45, the greatest bargain of 
the age. Be nd atonce. Agents wanted. Address C. E. GHUROHILE » 208 Broadway, New ‘York. 











rience of 30 years 
nie ting churches en- 
qbien’ me to tell to a cer- 
tainty how many lights 
are required when size of 
room is given. Designs 
furnished on application, 
free. Weak churches liber- 
ally dealt with. 
A. J. WEIDENER, 
____36 So, Second St., Philad’a. 
J,&R. Lamb, 59 Carmine St.N.Y. 
CHURCH FURNITURE | 


Communion Tables, Pulpits, ete | 


"Exclusively | ‘for Church Purposes 
Silk 8. 8. Banners, Colors & Gold, $5 each. | 


Texts and Mottoes for decoration in | 
great variety. Ll. Catalogue of 


Set COMPLETE IN TERRY, 
Sut COMPLETE IN PLUSH, 








i. 
| Church and Lodge Furniture 


A SPECIALTY. 
SHAW & APPLIN, 
Successors to Braman Shaw & Co., 
Manufacturers atid Dealers in 


PARLOR FURNITURE, 


WaREROOMS, 27 SUDBURY STREET, BOSTON. 


SLE MANTELS 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all other 
late and Soapstone Work on hand or made to order. 
Factory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 Rip@g AVENUE. 

JOSEPH 8S. MILLER, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Also General Agent for the celebrated Florence Oil 


Furniture, 0c. Decorations 
and Banners, 10 cents. 


lx you a want a cheap lesson help for ‘our school, and 

same time a good one. send for samples of 
The Weekly Lesson eat publish of 
The Sv es. Price, 


ass; (10) Prine ipal | Forte. 


gan; (2) Principal Forte; (3) Flute; 


m3 's Regular Knee Swell, giving the performer the use of modulating the sounds as they may re 
so I may prove what I say to be true. 


“pep dd 


= | 
Hi a 
ay x 


Three Sets of Reeds, two full Sets and & dinette A Set of Sub-Bass R 
Ten (10) Stops, viz.: 


eed 
yson; (2) Vex Celeste; (3) Violina; (4) Dulciana; 
2atty’s Improved Knee-Swell. Weight when 
rich finish, of a suitable height for the performer tosce 
Jpright Bellows, Sub-Bass, etc. REGULAR RETAIL 


(1) Dia 


xteen (16) Stops. Beatty’s Excelsior Grand Organ Knee Swell, wiih*Beatty’s Im- 

(2) Octave Couple r; (3) Folina: ea Beho; (5) Violina; (6) Dulciana; (7) Diapason; (8) Hautboy; (9) Principal; (10) Vox Celeste; 

Yaforte; (14) Vox Humana;( 15) Dulcet; (16) Grand O Action used in this instrument ever before made in this or any other countr, 

n manipulated, the most complete and sweectest-toned Organ ever heard. 

t [take more pleasure in recommending, and there is none manufactured that gives such univ: ; i. — tion for 

bath School. RE SULAR’ RETAIL PRICE. ASKED BY THE MONOPOLISTS, about $390.00. MY 

1 Organ; suitable for the parlor or drawing-room. May be placedin centre of ~ eg 
Highly tinished back and front, &c. 


if 


PRICE, ONLY $10 


pes k finished 
New and Magnificent Instrument. 1} eady. 
He ight about 48 inches; Depth, 24 inches; Width 50 inches. 
(4) Vox Celeste; (5)C larionet ; (6) Echo; (7) 
Grand Organ Knee Swell. A Knee Swell which throws aon 
uire. 


Monopolists Retail Price, about $886.00, 


Id, 
rice to build has already been considered, and their can be 


rices and secure all the adv: anteges of the reduc wy og’ Churches and other 
will ship ‘it = you may pay oaly ¢ —_ estins it at rose a n home 


New Pianos, $125, $185, #145, and upward, 
NIEL F. BEATTY, Washington, nesta Prseendeane a 


SEND FOR CATALOGUE. 
‘ANDOTVLVO YOsd GNAS 


Cut is exact size of our Ladies’ Solid Gold Ke 
ing American Watch at $40.00, or stem winding 
setting at $55.00. 

Gentlemen, do not forget to send for our $10 Coin 
Silver Watch (except nickel cap over-movement) if you 
are in need of a g , cheap timekeeper. 

We take pleasure in recommending any of the 
above, as they are the best watches ever offered for 
the money. Fully warranted to be good timekeepers. 
Will send the above - Feceigs of price at our risk and 
expense, or C. f preferred, with privilege to 
examine. Send o. be sent per register mail or 
P. O. order. new catalogue. caress 

DRICK & SO 
aie Fourth Ave., Louisville. Ky. 
Mention The Sunday School Times. 


Wind- 
and 


me. Wisk MEN OF THE LAND, the Divine, the 
bo iganoones the Judge, use daily, in their own homes, 
ecommend to all invalids and sufferers from 
Dyepepeia, Sick Headache, Sour stomach, Costive- 
ness. Heartburn, Indigestion, Piles, Billious Attacks, 
Liver Complaints, Gout and’ Rheumatic  ffections, 
Nature’s own great and good Remedy, 


Tarrant’s Effervescent Seltzer Aperient, 


as the be tand most reliabie medicine ever offered to 
the people fer the shove clacs of diseases, 
SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS. 





Dr. Barker of the Brighton Hospital for Children, 
(itng.) says it resembl+s mother’s m Ik so closely that 
infants are reared and well } reared exclusively upon it. 


In ordering goods, or in makin, 





“to ‘cenls 
. cents per hun- 
Cc 868 


Dec 27 °79 
Box 2793 


Steves for cook and heati Ny 
aan cing ng purposes. Agents 





